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~ Commissioners tabled action ona 
range of requests from Pittsfield 4th 
_ of July Parade Committee President 
_ Beverly Chartier. They voted to in- 
- vite Chartier to their next meeting, 
Jan. 21, to work out details. 

Ina letter from last month, Chartier 
asked the commission for permis- 
sion to use city facilities for several 
committee events: - 

e Wahconah Park, Friday, July 3, 
for the traditional “Parade Preview.” 
The Drum Corps East sanctioned 
competition will feature nine of the 
drum and bugle corps scheduled to 
appear in the next day’s parade. 

e Wahconah Park, Saturday, July 
4, for the “Independence Run” race. 
The stadium would act as the start- 
ing point — while also providing a 
location for deflating the parade’s 
_ giant helium balloons. 
~ «@ Common Park, also Saturday, 
July 4, for the annual “Picnic on the 
-Common.” This event follows the 


parade and features singing, danc-. 


ing, musical groups, food and crafts. 
__ @ Park Square, both Friday, July 3 
, and Saturday, July 4, as a television 
base for WMHT-TV’s national tele- 
_cast of the Pittsfield parade. A repre- 

sentative of the station will meet with 
_thecommissioners prior to theevent. 
_ ¢@ Wahconah Park, Monday, Au- 
-gust 3, for the 11th annual Precision 
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, = or apabisie Cates 
Competition, which is the 
committee’s major summer 
fundraiser. Eight world-ranked drum 


1a and buglecorps have beencontracted 
_to appear in the event, according to 
Chartier. 


The parade president’ scorrespon- 
dence also noted that the contractual 
$1500 concession stand donation 
from the Pittsfield Mets to the com- 
mittee had been made this year but — 


still has not been received for 1990. 


Vigil and snowmobiles * 

The parks commissioners also dis- 
cussed several other upcoming 
events. Permission was given to the 


‘World of Difference Committee to 


use the sidewalk by Park Square (but 
not the park itself) or the Common 
for a January 20 vigil honoring Mar- 
tin Luther King, Jr. 


The commissioners also voted to Parks commissioners saw the new sign Monday night donated by the Friends of Springside Park. 


permit use of Controy Pavillion fora 


Thecommissionersalsoapproved with May 26-31 as alternate dates. year and the company’s method of 


snowmobile race January 25-26.The )ay 19-25 as dates for the Gillette Commissioners expressed somecon-_ compensation, which benetits the 


commission, however, requested as- 

surances that theevent was approved 
by the Conservation Commission, 

which is in charge of the lake and 
adjacent frontage. 

Commissioners expressed contin- 
ued concern over requests regarding 
the incipient firefighting museum 
and useof city storage facilities. They 
decided to continue a current agree- 
ment for the time being — allowing 
the use of a parks’ garage for mu- 
seum maintenance — pending the 
signing of an official agreement. 


Skaters must use 
lakes this year 


By Mary-Jane Tichenor 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — With the thermometer 


Shows’ appearance at the Common, cernsabout sige gi matters this past Pittsfield Babe Ruth League. 


———— 


King holiday marred 
by permit ; 
yp denial To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Tone Railton get Be EAE I compliment all those involved: — 
On Jan. 20 I attended the vigil in the cleanup of Springside Park 
in honor of the Rev. Martin [Eagle, Jan. 26]. The park looks: 
Luther King Jr.’s birthday. We wonderful and it is great to have. 
gathered in front of the court- a place to take my 2-year-old. I° 
house, as a permit to assemble at was there on Jan 26 and was very" 
Park Square was not granted, al- happy to see the park in full use. 
though properly requested. by neighborhood families. 

ee hei chagrined and TERRY MORIN 
embarrassed by the action of the ittsfie ) 
municipal bureaucrats responsi- rg = - > TQ 
ble for issuing said permits. This 


is a very important holiday hon- 

Oring a very important American Vol Un leer S sought for 

and some very important con- 

cepts. This is not a commemora- B urbank clean- “UP 

tive day for the black race but for A Burbank Park Clean-up day has 

the human race. been scheduled for ext Saturday 
LAWRENCE SCHINE (May 16) from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 


Springside Park shines | 


finally plunging well below the freezing Be ice” Aine At 
; e. Ext. 
mark, skaters can sharpen their runners Xx according to city councilor JoeGuzzo. 


Lenox 
and head for Onota Lake — at least until Skaters use lakes / “oI ug q A ee Theda ay alo 
it Th of the Fishing Pier and Boat Launch 
it snows. They also can skate at Springs- w ICE. fromB1 /7.~6 — 2: 1-4 
ide oe a non-supervised area. ; db ef ‘ eh iii 2 "3 
“We haven’t supervised that in ove “in the last lew years, the | : 
five years,” John C. Marchesi, the birt weather has been against us and No ice-skating on the C 9 
director of recreation, said. ti haven’t had much skating Bucineies Boe 
The Common hasn’t had any skating whatsoever there,” Marchesi said. Whatever funding and manpower shortages 
this year for the first time in Marchesi’s He remembered that Thomas make it difficult for the city to flood the First 


memory. Grizzi, director of Civil Defense, aE : 
Pes citvlinieite Anke ice tee. weelks cain ohana orbawand delice Street Common for ice-skating, there ought to be 


: some way to get it done, even if it means 
ago. “The men were there all da one year. Only four city employes Wee ee 
Friday, and Saturday the rain came 4 are available to flood the Com- enlisting volunteers. Not only is the Common a 
- we lost everything,” Marchesi said. mon now, and there used to be a convenient and cost-free place for people to. 
| Ona happier note, Marchesi said that 22-man crew, Marchesi said. skate, but the skating there is also one of the 
“the ski tow at Osceola Park off West The area formerly was under features of Pittsfield that catch the fancy of 
Housatonic Street has been inspected the jurisdiction of the Depart- | motorists passing through town. 7 \Q- 4 
and is ready to run. “We have the li- ment of Parks and Recreation, | / a. 
- cense and all we need is snow.” | which Marchesi formerly headed. 
. When snow comes, he said, skiing will For budgetary reasons, at de- ) ; 
be from 6:30 to 9 p.m. on weekdays and partment has been eliminated Skating at Springside 
from 1 to 5 and 6:30 to 9 on weekends. from the city and the responsi- ; . 
“Years ago, the Common had ice from bility for flooding the Common To the Editor of THE acs a 
Dec. 5 until about the 13th of February,” has been taken over by the De- It is a pleasure to see ice skat- 
plus a supervisor in the warming hut, partment of Public Utilities, ing once again at Springside 
said Marchesi. fess Le 4a: headed by William L. Forestell. Park. Jim Riddle pee of 
: Springside Park’s Friends] 1s sure 
doing a good job agers Se 
: It is snoveie 
Guicl eee ae ed ae Pica ace there are 
- z abe reappointment of Clif- ais ty ie ae wie? 
Parks A ie saa 8 Araaee k nice sight to see the 
> An llows play hockey and others 
hand Sebel ne, pine sieving tHe ice. I have be ei 
ed to 
by William and Hinda Haims, a ee he ae eR was 
who wish to sell antique and es- skate in the p 


tate Joye at Rogers J younger. | 
Ws. FQ. eve ers - MARY ERICKSON 
Z 15PineSt. \s aes 


meee 8 





fhe Rev. John A. Beattie, carrying sign, leads 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Martin Luther King Jr. demonstrators down the 


courthouse walkway as they head for Park Square, where they had been denied permission to 
assemble. The Rev. Willard H. Durant is at left. 


il b& 


A small, symbolic act 
Denied Park Square permit, 


sroup gathers 


By Mary-Jane Tichenor 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Rev. John 
A. Beattie invited a gathering of 
more than 100 people from vari- 
ous races and faiths to share a 
moment of civil disobedience 
with him on Park Square at a 
public vigil yesterday to com- 
memorate the birthday of the late 
Martin Luther King Jr. 


The pastor of United Methodist 
Church of Lenox escorted the 
group from the steps of Silvio O. 
Conte Courthouse across the 
street to the park at the close of 


the observance, which started at 


noon. 


‘Hand-delivered note’ 


In keeping with the Pittsfield 
Park Commission’s custom, the 
committee had been denied the 
use of the park for the vigil, 
which. was held at the courthouse 


instead. 
“A month ago, I wrote to the 


Fire Department and the Police | 


Department and the commis- 
sioners to get permission,” said 


j 


there anyway 


Beattie, chairman of the Berk- 
shire Area World of Difference 
Committee. He had heard nothing 
so assumed. that permission had 
been granted. 


“Last Thursday night, I got a 
hand-delivered note saying, ‘We 
have denied your request, with 
no explanation,” he said. Because 
the board normally turns down 
permits for demonstrations 
within the park itself, many 
groups use the sidewalk sur- 
rounding the park. © 


Beattie was planning to have: 
five minutes of silence in tribute 
tothe civil rights leader slain in 
1968. 5 


Beattie asked that anyone who 
wanted “to share in a moment of 
civil disobedience” — a tactic of- 
ten used by King — follow him 
across the street “to stand to- 
gether as a living witness that 
there are still people who are 
willing to pay the price for jus- 
tice.” 

He. advised people to stay be- 


KING, continued on B6 


Thanks primarily to a group of teenagers, Park Square is once again host to a histori sundial. As 
was reported in the Gazette last fall, a group of PHS students coordinated an effort to return the 
sundial to ihe center of the city. The sundial’s return will be commemorated with a ceremony at 


3:30 p.m. on Mareh 8. 


Scouts plan causeway 
cleanup next month 


As an Eagle Scout project, Vincent 
Brazeau Jr. plans to coordinate a 
cleanup of the Causeway area across 
Onota Lake. 

Brazeau presented his plan to the 
parks commission Monday, which 
voiced its approval. Brazeau will co- 
ordinate with William Forestell, com- 
mission of public works and utilities, 
to see about placing trash receptacles 
on theroad way following thecleanup 
next month. 

Also at Monday’s meeting, the 
commission voted to support the 
summer tennis program coordinated 
by David Bell. Pending school de- 
partment approval, this year’s pro- 
gram will expand to courtsat Taconic, 
Herberg, Pittsfield and possibly Reid 
schools. — 

Bell said that he hopes to add an 
adult component to the program, 
which offers instruction on Mondays 
and Wednesdays from the end of 
June through August 5. 3-/3. 92 





> Accepted a petition filed by | 
Councilor at large Peter G. Arlos «— 
requesting that the Council give 
Park Department Director John 
C. Marchesi a “vote of confi- -. 


Cleanups planned today 


at Pitt, Tucker p laygrounds 


By Mary Grace Butler 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield res- 
idents will have a chance today to 
reclaim two parks from litter and 
graffiti and restore them to 
neighborhood use. _ 

Neighborhood cleanups at Pitt 
Park and Tucker Park will begin 
at 10 a.m., according to organizer 
Barbara Hanger. | 

“We want to take back our 
parks,’ Hanger said. She urged 


residents to bring rakes and work 


gloves and to help clean up litte 
and broken glass. | 

The cleanup is part of the city’s 
community policing effort, ac- 
cording to Sgt. Anthony J. Riello, 
and is part of the strategy to get 
rid of open-air drug dealing by 
employing what he called “high 
visibility, zero tolerance en- 
forcement” in the city’s drug-free 
zone. 

Once the parks are cleaned up, 
Riello said, the police will moni- 
tor them. They will help set up a 
neighborhood system that will 
encourage residents to keep an 
eye on their parks. | 

Pitt Park has so much broken 
glass in it that children cannot 
play safely, Hanger said. “I grew 
up in Pitt Park,” she said, adding 


that it used to be a neighborhood : 


entertainment center with man 
activities. ~ se 

She plans again this year to 
plant flowers in the southwest 
corner of the park in honor of 
Shirley Hamilton, known in the 
area as Grammy Hammy, who 


Maintained a garden for many 


years until a recent stroke. 
Hanger has many ideas of how 
parks might be improved. She’d 
like to see a tennis court in Pitt 
Park, and a place for skate- 


boarders in Dewey Park. 


“We want our parks to be drug- 
free, litter-free and crime-free,” 
she said. | 

In Tucker Park, Hanger said, 
the hedges have now been 


trimmed back to increase visibil- 


ity, and she has asked the 
Maxymillian Construction Co. to 
remove several large boulders 
from the Daniels Avenue section 
of the park. 

Because there is no playground 
equipment in the park, she has 
asked the city’s Parks Depart- 
ment to check its warehouses for 
old or extra equipment. “There 
are a lot of children in that area 
who would love to play on swings 
and chutey-chutes and slides,” 


she said. S- Ba q at 


Parks/school fracas. 
ends amicably 7/s/7.. 


The dispute over Possibly charg- ' 
ing the school athletic department ! 
Overtime for the lining of fields by ' 
the Department of Public Works ap- 
pears to have been resolved. 
DPW commissioner Willaim 
Forrestell, whose suggestion that the ! 
work might require overtime hours |] 
upset members of the park commis- | 
— feta that he thinks the project ! 
sho i 
larhour. nee umingregu- | 

Cliff Nilan, the parks commis-. 
sioner who was most upset by the 
possible overtime billing, said he 
hopes the situation has been ad- 
dressed. 

“Tobject to billing theschools over- 
time and think this was an example 
of him [Forrestell] not working with 
us,” Nilan said. 

The parks commissioner said he is 
taking a “wait and see” approach 
with the issue. He stressed the need 
for the parks not to suffer as the 
result of the consolidation of former «| 
parks employees into the DPW. 


wish list. 


dence” following the public en- 
forcement letter issued to him by 
the state Ethics Commission. The 


for Marchesi’s use of staff in the ce 


- recreation department to provide 


typing services for his volunteer 


position as state commissioner of ¢ 


the Massachusetts Amateur Soft- 
ball Association. 

“This is another example of a 
bureacracy run amok spending its 
time to condemn a public-spirited 


activity when it should be devot- 


J 


2 


a) 


: 


ing itself to real confli¢ts of in-- 


terest,” Arlos said. 


Gillette carnival | 
to be subject 
of parks hearing 


PITTSFIELD 


a(F a 


— The Park 


Commissioners will hold a public 
hearing tonight at the Springside 
House at 874 North St. on Gillette : 
Shows Inc., which asks permis- . 
sion every year to use the Com- 
mon on First Street in Pittsfield 


to stage its carnivals. 


The public hearing will begin at _ 
“730° According to John C... 
Marchesi, director of recreation, 
carnival owner Jules Gillette will 
request dates to use the common 


in 1993. 


This past summer, some resi- 


letter was issued as a reprimand _ ™ 


Parks leader implores 
support from council 


Onenightafter parks commission- 
ers decried their lack of control over 
‘segments of their budgets, Parks 
Director John Marchesi told the city 
council that the city’s parks have 
been “desecrated.” . 

“Tf we make any more cuts, I think 


_ Doyle fishing permit 
_ plan is endorsed 


- The Parks Commission on Mon- 
- day endorsed a petition by Coun- 


> cilor Gerald Doyle, Jr., the council | 
liason to the commission, that estab- _ 
lishes all-night parking procedures _ 


for fisherman at Burbank Park. 
_ Fisherman can obtain a one-night 

permit to park at the site for $5. If 
they have to be let out during the 
course of the night, they will be fined | 
$50, Saree 

All monies collected from the new 
permit will go toward the improve- 
ment of the road leading to the park. 

TZ. S92. 


we'll be out of business,” Marchesi 
said during Tuesday’s special coun- 
cil budget hearing. 

“In the past three years, the parks 
have been cut from $570,000 to 
$150,000,” he said. 

The reductions have transformed 
park programs from nationally noted 
ones toones that “are not even recog- 
nized.” 

Marchesi, whose strained relation- 
ship with former Mayor Anne Everest 
Wojtkowski included some public 
incidents, said he had been person- 
ally hurt by the cutbacks and lost 
sleep over his concerns. 

Several of the councilors voiced 
support for the parks, with Gerald 
Doyle Jr. advocating the addition of 
a part time recreation supervisor 
position at $10,000, if funds are avail- 
able. 

Previously, the council added 
$50,000 in parks maintenance to its 


On Monday, however, parks com- 
missioners expressed concerns Over 
budget allocations to the Department 
of Public Works and buildings main- 
tenance department. | 

Although designated for the parks, 
the commissioners hgye no control 
over these funds. RAF 2 


dents living close to the Common 
complained the Gillette carnival 
was noisy and disruptive. 

Other items on the agenda will 
intlude an appearance by Rick 
Murphy, general manager of the 
Pittsfield Mets, who will request 
changes at Wahconah Park, 
Marchesi said. g ~-mal/- 72 


Overnight parking | 


approved at Onota 


PITTSFIELD — Acting on a’ 


petition submitted by Councilor 
at large Gerald S. Doyle Jr., the 
Board of Park Commissioners has 
voted to allow overnight parking 
at the pumping station at Onota 
Lake. 

Permits, which cost $5 and are 


available at the Parks Depart- | 


ment, are required for overnight 
parking. Cars with permits must 
be parked by 8:30 p.m., and $20 


tickets will be placed’ on cars | 


without permits. 

Drivers of cars that are locked 
in the lot and must be removed 
on the same night will be fined 
$50, according to Doyle’s petition. 

Proceeds from the permits and 
fines will be used to repair the 
road to Onota Lake, the councilor 
said. brant ; 


may by pe 


David A. Kiley 
New finance chief 


Andree Tremoulet 


To lead OCED 
Shale 
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Gate at Highland playground, site of the city’s special needs park program, may 
remain padlocked this year, but not for lack of funds. No one with the necessary 
certification has applied for the leader’s post, according to John C. Marchesi, 


recreation director. 


tf , 


City to install finishing touches 
at Kids’ Common playground 


PITTSFIELD — The finishing 
touches on the Kids’ Common 
playground, located on the 
Common off First Street, will be 
completed this September by the 
city of Pittsfield. 

The. Pittsfield Parks Commis- 


sion has announced that the area - 


will be closed to public use from 
Monday, Sept. 21, through Friday, 
Oct. 2. 

The work includes the installa- 
tion of walkways, picnic tables, 
benches, landscaping and other 
amenities. All the improvements 
have been designed to ~meet 
handicapped accessibility guide- 
lines. In addition to the im- 
provements within the play- 
ground area, a park identification 
sign and landscaping will be in- 
stalled along First Street. 

Playground users are being 
asked to refrain from using the 
playground during this period to 
allow the construction to progress 
smoothly and to avoid potential 
injury. 

The improvements are being 
funded through the Office of 
Community and Economic De- 
velopment. The qualified low 
bidder was Mountain View 
Landscapes and Lawneare of 


Chicopee. The contract amount is 
$30,961. 

These proposed improvements 
will complete the work initiated 
by the Kids’ Common volunteers, 
who raised approximately $40,000 
to purchase the playground 
equipment and organized a work 
effort in November 1991, when the 
equipment was mstelgg 
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Only four city playgrounds 


will be staffed this summer Playground closed 


By Donna B. Mattoon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — For the second year in a row, 
only four of Pittsfield’s 24 playgrounds will be 
opening this summer, and some park officials 
are concerned that the most vulnerable mem- 
bers of the city are the victims of a bare-bones 
budget. 

Paula Virgilio, a longtime member of the Park 
Commission who is serving as chairman this 
year, said she believes the park situation “is 
terrible.” 

“More and more children need to use the 
parks [during the summer],” Virgilio said, add- 
ing that attendance figures were up last sum- 
mer. “Because of economics, they can’t go to 
camp or belong to a club.” 

But Mayor Edward M. Reilly said he has yet 
to be convinced that there is a_-compelling need 
citywide for more money to fund an expanded 
park program. 

In addition, Reilly said, he has not had “one 
serious conversation” with members of the Park 
Commission during which the topic of increas- 
ing the park budget was raised. 

In any event, he continued, no city depart- 
ment will be able to increase services in the 
fiscal 1993 budget. 


Four-week season 


On July 6, Pitt Park, the First Street Common, 
Clapp Park and Deming Park will open for four 
weeks. Each will be staffed with two leaders 
who will supervise the children and organize 
activities. 

Clifford J. Nilan, another longtime member of 
the Park Commission, is also concerned about 
the abbreviated summer schedule, Saying it’s 
extremely difficult for leaders to accomplish 
significant activities in such a short period of 
time. 

“Its ridiculous,” Nilan said. “You just get 
started and it’s ended.” 

In addition to the four parks, Burbank Park at 
Onota Lake will also be open for six weeks 
beginning June 29, where a staff of six — 
including lifeguards — will be on hand. 

Virgilio said that the Park Commission would 
have liked to open the city’s second beach at 
Pontoosuc Lake as well, but that its reduced 
budget meant the beach could not be staffed 
enough to ensure safety. 

The opening of Highland Park, the city’s spe- 


cial needs park, is still up in the air pending 
the hiring of a park leader with the necessary 
certification for a special needs program, said 
John C. Marchesi, Pittsfield’s recreation direc- 
tor. 

Money for the park is budgeted, and the 
commissioners said they would advertise the 
position again. But without a leader with the 
appropriate qualifications to run the structured 
program that Highland requires, it will not 
open, Marchesi said. 

Still reeling from the loss of 80 percent of its 
funding, which occurred over the course of 
former Mayor Anne E. Wojtkowski’s adminis- 
tration, the Park Commission reached a low of 
$163,085 in fiscal 1992 from a high of $557,000 in 
1987. 

During the early 1980s, when the city was 
coping with the first onslaught of Proposition 
2¥2, the Park Commission was forced to reduce 
the number of open parks from 24 to eight. In 
the years since, the commission had gradually 
improved its situation so that two years ago, 12 
city parks were open for eight weeks. 

But in Wojtkowski’s fiscal 1992 budget, the 
Park Commission received significant cuts and 
its summer program was reduced to four open 
parks for four weeks. 

In Reilly’s fiscal 1993 budget, the commission 
is essentially level-funded with $161,680. 

This year, as part of the mayor’s effort to 
streamline city government, Reilly has placed 
the Park Commission’s four maintenance men 
and five seasonal maintenance employees un- 
der the supervision of William L. Forestell, 
commissioner of the Department of Public Util- 
ities. 

So far, Virgilio said, the arrangement seems 
to be working out fine. 

“Bill [Forestell] has been very cooperative,” 
she said. “He attends all the Park Commission 
meetings, and if there are any problems, 1e is 
very responsive. I hope that continues.” 


Eight leaders hired 


Virgilio said the reduced finances of the Park 
Commission are also felt among Pittsfield’s col- 
lege-age population, which once found many 
jobs among the city’s 24 parks. 

“It’s really a shame for the college kids,” she 
said. “This year we hired only eight. We lost a 
lot of good leaders. But at $4.65 an hour, they go 
somewhere else.” (. 


a 


-lo-Tax 


for work next week 4 


The Kids Common ayeround 
will be closed Monday through Oc- 
tober 2. 

The work, which will complete the 
rehabilitation of the park, includes 
the installation of walkways, picnic 
tables, benches, landscaping and 
other amenities. All the improve- 
ments have been designed to meet 
handicapped accessibility guidelines. 
In addition to the improvements 
within the playground area, a park 
identification sign and landscaping 
will be installed along First Street. 

Playground users are being asked 
to refrain from using the playground 
during construction period to allow 

the construction to progress smoothly 
and to avoid potential injury. 

The improvements are being 
funded through the Office of Com- 
munity and Economic Development. 
The low bidder was Mountain View 


Clapp Park majy'get 
Special batting cage 


Representatives of the school 
department's athletics staff want to 
build a retractable batting cage at 
Clapp Park. Jay Brock, school athlet- 
Ics coordinator, and Bob Moynihan, 
Pittsfield High School baseball coach, 
unveiled the proposal at Monday’s 
Parks Commission meeting. 

“We asked them to study it further 
and we will investigate the site our- 
selves,” said Paula Virgilio, chair- 
man of the commission. “It’s not that 
We're against having it but we just 
didn’t like where it was to be put c! 





Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Owner Jules E. Gillette speaks at a hearing before the 
Board of Park Commissioners following. complaints about 
the annual Gillette Shows carnival held on the First Street 


Common. 


Park board conducts 
hearing on carnival 


By Mary-Jane Tichenor 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Jules E. Gil- 
lette last night defended his car- 
nival against charges it is noisy 
and disruptive when it makes its 
annual appearance on the First 
Street Common. 

Gillette has brought. his carni- 
val back to his hometown every 
year for the past several years. 
This summer some residents who 
live close to the Common 
sounded complaints. 

Last night, he went before the 
Board of Park Commissioners at 
Springside House to request 
dates to use the Common in 1993. 
Simultaneously the commission- 
ers held a hearing to determine 
whether problems do exist. 


Chief opposes location 


Acting Police Chief Walter 
Boyer said an officer was as- 
saulted by roving gangs at the 
carnival. “In the interests of pub- 
lic safety, an alternate location 
should be found,” he said. 

Ward 2 City Councilor Timothy 
DiSilva said he had _ received 
about 20 complaints of drunken- 
ness, public urination, vandalism 
and noise during the carnival. 
Public housing at the Common is 
made up of 80 percent seniors 
and 20 percent handicapped, and 
the carnival creates a hardship, 
he said. 


Frank Stillman of 3 Morning- 
view Drive said Gillette is a ma- 
jor family taxpayer in the city 
and supported the carnival. 


“Every single night we have 
drunkenness, we have. gangs,” 
said Joan McMahon of 3 Rostone 
Place. She said she sympathized 
with Gillette. “It’s a very terrible 
neighborhood lately — you must 
know that, sir,” she said to Boyer. 

But she noted the carnival shut 
down in the evenings at 9:30, “and 
it didn’t bother any of us.” 

Chico Clark, who has traveled 
all over the country with Gillette 
for 22 years, said that drinking 
and drugs are problems all over 
the country. “We do not bring 
drugs, we don’t bring booze,” he 
sald. 

He said the Common is a “well- 
known drug area” and a lot of 
undesirables have moved into 
Massachusetts because of the 
state’s welfare system. 


Hassett backs show 


James Hassett of 51 Wellington 
Ave., speaking on behalf of the 
Babe Ruth League’s board, sup- 
ported Gillette. “With masses 
come some problems — I like to 
‘see the Common active and 


alive,” he said. “I am very much 
in favor.” 


The show here is sponsored by 


the Babe Ruth League, which 


gets a donation from the Gillettes. 
The league has 250 youngsters 
and 100 adults, he said, and fees 
have been kept to $10 and to $200 
for each of the 14 sponsors. 


“There are 555 reasons why the 
Park Commission should explore 
ways to help Mr. Gillette,” said 
Daniel DiSantis of 35 Bartlett 
Ave. He called Gillette “a great 
friend.” DiSantis said he lives 
two blocks from the Common and 
was not disturbed by the noise. 


Speaking in his own behalf, 
Gillette said that Wahconah Park, 
where the carnival formerly was 
held, is “a mud hole, even in dry 
weather.” 


The Common can be policed 
much easier than Wahconah 
Park, he said. He added he had 
been able to hire only 10 police- 
men for security duty at the car- 
nival, although he had tried to get 
16. “They couldn’t give us any 
more because they were under- 
staffed,” he said. ““We would take 
more police if we could get ’em.” 


“Jules Gillette was always co- 
operative with anything I every 
asked him,” said Vincent J. 
Hebert, retired superintendent of 
the Department of Parks and 
Recreation. 


The. commissioners took Gil- 
lette’s request for 1993 dates un- 
der advisement and will let him 
know within a month, said Paula 
Virgilio, chairman of the com- 


missioners. ig eee 74 a, 


James Hassett speaks while Jules Gillette listens at parks commis- 
sion hearing Monday. The meeting provided one of several forums 
that residents used this week to express concerns about drugs, 
vandalism, drunkeness and other problems that are plaguing sec- 


tions of the community. q } 2 vi 5 = 
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to maintain 
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Kids Common 
PITTSFIELD — Volunteers are 
planning a workday Sunday from 


1 to 4 for the Kids’ Common 
playground equipment. 


The Kids’ Common Committee, 
which masterminded construction 
of the playground by volunteers 
in November 1991, plans to use 
volunteers annually to maintain 
the equipment. 


Linseed oil will be applied to 
wooden parts, bolts will be 
checked, a cargo net will be 
added, as will handicap access. 
The equipment will be closed to 
the public while the work is un- 
der way. | 


“We are asking for anyone who 
has an hour or so to come and 
help,” said Ann Tucker, member 
of the Kids’ Common committee. 


“The good news is there is no 
mulch to wheelbarrow and rake. 
We want to thank the city for 
taking care of part of that job this 
year. But we do need extra hands 
so that we can do what we have 
to da and get the equipment back 
to the kids as soon as possible.” 


Parks commission 
OK’s compromises 


In one of the shorteé/’ meetings 
‘he year, the Parks Commission on 
Monday endorsed compromises of 
several lingering issues. | 

Commissioners David Dickhaus, 
Xoger Sloper and Paula Virgilio 


EB CR NRO TB RR RS Oe a a 


unanimously endorsed a new lease 
between the Pittsfield Mets and the 
city for use of Wahconah Park next 
year. 

“It looks like a good agreement,” 
said Virgilio. “This has been one of 
the easiest years for this.” 

Also receiving favorable reaction 
— though no favorable vote— wasa 
compromise plan to move the Gilette 
Shows carnival to Kelly family prop- 
erty off Hubbard Avenue. 

City councilor Tim DiSilva initi- 
ated the compromise which followed 
complaints about problems at the 
current site, the Common on First 
Street. DiSilva, JulesGiletteand com- 
mission member Cliff Nilan met last 
week to discuss the plan. 

The only sour note at the meeting 
was an informal report that a repre- 
sentative of a city school band had 
complained about judging at Friday’s 
Halloween parade. It was suggested 
that the student musicians might not 
participatein the future because their 
leader felt they had been snubbed. 





Parks board delays jocon 
on 93 Gillette carnival site 


By Donna B. Mattoon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Parks 
Commission has delayed a deci- 
sion on where Jules E. Gillette 
will hold his annual carnival in 
1993 until Gillette and others have 
time to investigate an alternate 
site. 

The commission tabled any 
ruling on the issue at its meeting 
Monday night. Gillette, who has 
staged an annual carnival at the 
First Street Common for years, is 
said to. be considering the merits 
of the Kelly Lumber property on 
Hubbard Avenue. 

That site was recommended by 
Ward 2 City Councilor Timothy J. 
DiSilva, who at an earlier meet- 
ing, joined area residents and 
city police in expressing concerns 
about noise and other forms of 
disruptive behavior at the carni- 
val this year. 

DiSilva said that he ap- 
proached Kelly Enterprises of- 
ficer Matthew Kelly about using 
the property on Hubbard Avenue. 
Kelly has since reported that the 
site would be available to Gill- 
ette, subject to some regulations. 

Those scheduled to further in- 
vestigate the feasibility of the site 
will be DiSilva, Gillette and 


James J. Hassett, president of the. 
Babe Ruth League. For the last 
several years, Gillette has spon- 
sored the carnival in conjunction 
with the youth baseball league, 
which usually receives at least a 
$3,500 donation from Gillette. 


Efforts to reach Gillette yes- 


terday for his opinion on the al- 
ternate site were not successful. 
But DiSilva said he thought the 
Kelly property, located just east 
of the Coltsville intersection, 
would be ideal for the event. 

“T think it’s a good location,” 
DiSilva said: “It has the visibility 
and the parking. I don’t think 
there will be a need for a large 
police presence.” | 

In other action, John C. 
Marchesi, director of recreation, 
said the Park Commissioners 
gave the Berkshire AIDS Coali- 
tion permission to use the side- 
walk around Park Square on Dec. 
1, between 6 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
Marchesi said this is the second 
year that the organization has 
requested use of the area. 

Marchesi also said that the 
Pittsfield Mets lease is being re- 
viewed by City Solicitor Kathleen 
G. Alexander. He said he expects 
the commissioners to act on it at 
their eu eeting on Nov. 2. 
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City mails recreation, park survey 


Two thousand eight hundred ran- 


Bring carnival 
back to common 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


I am very upset that the carni- 
val will not be at the First Street 
Common next year [Eagle, Nov. 
6]. I live in Central Annex and I 
have no complaints about the 
carnival. Central Annex is not an 
elderly project. It has a mixed 
population. There are elderly, 
young and handicapped people 
and families living here. There 
are some of us who don’t drive 
and having the carnival in the 
Common is easy for us. | 

The police say the carnival 
brings the undesirable to the 
Common. What about the 360 days 
it isn’t there? The problems in 
the Common are there all the 
time. It is getting to the point 
where I am afraid to bring my 
daughter out to the playground. I 
know I will not be going to the 
carnival with my daughter next 
year. It is too bad, because she 
loves the carnival. 


PAM O’BRIEN 
Central Annex 


99 Second St. [ete Nd 
Pittsfield, Nov. 10, 1992 


Survey responses are due next Fri- 
day if they are to be included in the — 
official tabulation. tl~ja- A 


domly selected city households (400 
in each ward) should receive city- 
sponsored recreation surveys in the 
mail this week. 

The confidential survey, devel- 
oped through the Office of Commu- 
nity and Economic Development and 
the Parks Commission, will be used 
to identify parks eligible for grant 
money. 

Questions seek information on 
current usage of city recreational fa- - 
cilities and the recreational needs of 
residents. Data from the randomly 
distributed survey could allow the 
city to qualify for funds to improve 
parks in specific neighborhoods. 

The ten item questionnaire in- 
cludes prepaid return postage. 


He 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Deep freeze ik ips fee Ts, 


i ident oke to cold temperatures yesterday morning, but they sat just fine with 12-year-old 
Bere acdaae ere. ald 13-year-old Todd Selva: who fired pucks toward Daniel’s father, Christopher 
Blagdon, during impromptu hockey practice on the First Street Common. The Pittsfield Fire Department 
flooded the park to create the rink Friday. _ re Pe Re ar at, cae ws eee 
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hind but invited them to come 
along if the spirit moved them. 

Beattie held up a sign to stop 
all traffic, and when he turned 
around, not one person had re- 
mained behind. There were no 
arrests. 

After the brief demonstration, 
the gathering returned to the 
courthouse and spontaneously 
sang, ‘We Shall Overcome,” 
which concluded the ceremony. 


Courthouse alternative 


Clifford J. Nilan, a park com- 
missioner for 15 years, said the 
policy always has been not to 
have demonstrations in the park. 
Beattie could have used the 
sidewalk, he said, but he wanted 
to set up a platform and have 
speeches in the park. 

Without such a policy, the park 
would have group demonstrations 
every day, Nilan said. 

The Park Commission letter, 
which Beattie read, included a 
recommendation that he try to 
conduct the vigil at Berkshire 
' Common on First Street or to get 
permission to use the courthouse 
steps. 

The latter was an appropriate 
spot because courthouse steps 
were the site of a historic civil 
rights struggle, said Beattie, who 
opened the ceremony. 

Troubadour David Grover of 
North Egremont played original 
inspirational music. The lyrics of 
one of his songs included the 
line, “Some are from Africa, some 
from Korea, some from Japan, but 
we’re all American.” 

“Holy moly, it was wonderful,” 
Beattie said. 

Among speakers was Magdalene 
Adams, president of the Pittsfield 
chapter of the National Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Col- 
ored People. 


She talked about the price that’ 


people have to pay for moving on 
in life and not getting stuck in the 
past. She also read from King’s 
historie “I have a dream” speech. 


Final solution recalled 


Rabbi Arthur Rulnick of Knes- 
set Israel Synagogue reminded 
the group that it was exactly 50 
years ago yesterday that an 85- 
minute meeting of the Nazis in 
Germany “came up with the ‘final 
solution’ of the Jews: genocide.” 

‘“He’s Got the Whole World in 
His Hands” was sung by An- 
nabelle Perry of Second Congre- 
gational Church. 

World of Difference is a na- 
tional organization under the ae- 
gis of B’nai B’rith, and each 
community functions indepen- 
dently. 

Beattie said. its fundamental 
philosophy is that human beings 
come from different economic, 
ethical, cultural and faith back- 
grounds. 

“We celebrate diversity,” he 
said. “We enjoy the rich variety 
of humankind, and we respect the 
rights of all human beings as 
people of dignity.” 

About 40 Berkshire County or- 
ganizations are members. “Every 
helping organization is a. mem- 
ber,” Beattie said, including Ad 
Lib and Women’s Services Cen- 
ter, as well as churches of all 
faiths. 

A similar ceremony took place 
two years ago at Park Square. 
While demonstrations are not 
normally allowed on the park it- 
self, they have been known to 
spill over from the sidewalk to 
the lawn. That occurred last 
summer when two Brown Swiss 
cows, accompanied by two calves, 
were taken to a rally to direct 
attention to the. plight of Massa- 
chusetts dairy farmers in a rally 
sponsored by the Berkshire Nat- 
ural Resources Council. ” 


Martin Luther King demonstrators gather in 
the Park Commission. Holding the sign is the. 


¢ 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Park Square briefly yesterday in defiance of 
Rev. John A. Beattie. 
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Council asks solicitor for ruling 
on limiting use of Pittsfield parks 


m@ PARKS, from Bl 


World of Difference organization, 
may have been a violation of the 
marchers’ civil rights. 

The vigil, held in honor of slain 
civil rights leader Martin Luther 
King, was shifted from Park 
Square to the steps of the Silvio 
O. Conte Courthouse as the 
commission had requested. But 
the estimated 100 people then 
took their demonstration to Park 
Square in symbolic protest. 

Stracuzzi said he believes a 
weekend confrontation between 
Park Commission member Roger 
P. Sloper and officials of the Ex- 
change Club was an example of 
the city “shooting itself in the 
foot.” 

That dispute centered on 
whether the club, which spon- 
sored a series of snowmobile 
races on Onota Lake, had im- 
properly sought to charge admis- 
sion, to be donated to fight child 
abuse. 


At odds with ordinance 


Sloper said yesterday he be- 
lieves the Exchange Club did not 
properly post the fact that the 
“admission charge” was an oOp- 
tional donation. He twice con- 
fronted club officials, he said, 
because a city ordinance says 
admission fees cannot be charged 
for events held in public parks. 

Club officials could not be 
reached for comment, but Stra- 
cuzzi said he got the impression 
that Sloper’s public questioning 
of the club’s actions “left a bad 
taste in the mouths of spectators 
who were there — and many of 


them were visitors from outside 
the area.” He said he did not 
attend the races but received 
several calls from club members. 

“T just think this may be a good 
time to take a look at all the 
regulations, get some definitive 
rulings on what we can or cannot 
do [in terms of park use] and on 
what the commission’s guidelines 
should or should not be,” Stra- 
cuzzi said yesterday. 


Establish ground rules 


Paula A. Virgilio, chairwoman 
of the Park Commission, said she, 
too, feels it would be “a very good 
idea” to evaluate park regula- 
tions and the commission’s func- 
tion. 

“If our jurisdiction is to grant 
permits — and it is — then what 
are and what should be the 
ground rules for those permits?” 
she said. “We’ve had rulings in 
the past, but not for quite some 
time. And I think this might be a 
good time to address this issue 
again.” 

In the case of Park Square 
demonstration permits, Virgilio 
said her understanding is that the 
board does not firmly deny such 
requests, “but strongly suggests” 
such actions be limited to side- 
walks or shifted to either the 
courthouse lawn or First Street 
Common due to safety concerns. 

However, the Rev. John A. 
Beattie, who led the King dem- 
onstration, said at the time that 
he had been flatly denied per- 
mission with no explanation. 

Sloper, also a former board 
chairman, said he believes that 


“very real, very serious safety 
hazards” could result if Park 
Square were to become the scene 
of regular demonstrations and 
gatherings. : 


Virgilio, however, added that 
the board is “getting more and 
more requests” from groups 
seeking to utilize Park Square for 
various events. “And it is a per- 
fect place for people,” she con- 
ceded. “It’s .very central, very 
visible.” 

“On one hand, we want people 
to use utilize our parks. We want 
to encourage that,” she said. “But 
at the same time, we would be 
negligent if we didn’t have any 
rules and regulations at all. 

“¥ think it would be good to 
clarify where we stand, for ev- 


ptybody’s benefit) 33 /q ee | 


Limits on use 
of city parks 
cause flap 


By Raymond J. Lamont 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD. ':= Questions 
arising from last week’s Martin 
Luther King Day vigil have led 
the City Council to formally ask 
some questions of its own: What 
should be the guidelines pertain- 
ing to the use of local parks? And 
what should be the Park Com- 
mission’s role in implementing 
them? 

The Council voted unanimously 
Tuesday night to refer such 
questions to City Solicitor Kath- 
leen G. Alexander after Council- 
ors Peter G. Arlos and Angelo C. 
Stracuzzi said they had growing 
concerns about the Park Com- 
mission’s limitations on park use. 

Arlos said. he believes the 
eommission’s stand to prohibit 
the use of Park Square for last 
week’s vigil, sponsored by the 
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‘Shrubs donation 


Slated for students 


PITTSFIELD — Pittstield 
Beautiful has announced that it 
will donate a Van Houette Spirea 
Shrub to Highland School 3rd 
graders and all Ist graders in the 
‘City’s public schools, according to 
= announcement from Vincent J 
ebert, the group’s education 
‘committee chairman. 
9 About 600 shrubs will be ready 
for pickup by school representa- 
as p enese ay at 3:30 at f 
Springside 
North Street. ease ew 
. The organization has 
2,602 bushes and ne 
‘about $1,200 to pupils over the 
ae four years. It expressed hope 
that the community will profit by 
the children growing up with an 
Interest in not only the beauty of 
the plant world, but the health 
a Ja ; Q an benefits. gained from planting 
i shrubs and trees in an urban en 
vironment.” 


The sun will shine ee 
for the Park Square sundial on Sunday was a ) 
Pittsfield Beautiful is a non- 


Among the residents at a rededication ceremony F 
contingent from Pittsfield High School who spearheaded the effort to return the historic monument. bert Bea 
From left are Michelle Donovan, teacher Barbara Bell, Tiffany Staman, Sarah Farkas and Par organization sponsored by 
Pie s : ; et | f th Ib : | ittsfield Central and Berksh; 
principal Norman Najimy. They are watching and listening as members o the school band pro Garden Club. A lar kshire 
vided festive music for the occasion. oe | | | its operating fund ne ins of 
der Bell's guidance, enlisting help from thecommunity from donations and the ea 


The three students initiated the project un 
in locating missing pieces and getting a new foundation for the sundial. te calendars. 
in addition to the official unveiling, Sunday's event included readings and remarks by represen- a ta calendars are ayail- 
tatives of the Daughters of the American Revolution as well as speech from Mayor Edward Reilly $9.50. ither/Or Bookstore for 
S students in restoring this landmark to the community. Y mS 


in which he praised the efforts of the PH . 
d the sod somewhat soggy for Sunday's ceremony, spirits were 


| gavel that is made of wood from the Old 


While the skies were overcast an 
high. The sundial was even dedicated with a ceremonia 


E'm that was long a city landmark in the very same location. 


Annual Easter egg hunt 
scheduled in Pittsfield 


PITTSFIELD — The Department of Parks and Recreation 
has announced final plans for its annual Easter egg hunt to be 
held at 3 p.m. sharp on Saturday. This year’s event will include 
10,000 eggs and more than 300 pounds of jelly beans, all donated 


by Price Chopper and the Exchange Club. 
In the event of poor weather, the hunt will take place on 


Saturday, April 29. | 
The event is open only to Pittsfield residents 9 years and 
younger. Children are divided into the following four age 
groups: 2 years and younger; 3- and 4-year-olds; 5- and 6-year- 
olds; and 7- to 9-year-olds. Prizes will be awarded in each age 
group for children finding the largest, smallest, golden, silver 
and black eggs. Children are asked to bring their own baskets. 
Parents are urged to be at Reid Middle School before 3. For 
further information, one may contact the Department of Parks 


and Recreation at 499-9343. a 
GA PY AUS 


oe Librizzi./ Berkshire Eagle Stafl 
Joo! Liza Benshve Fade Sei |’ Raster egg hunt Halloween costume 


4/ g / Te,. delayed a week winners announced 
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Does this mean it’s spring? 
: ; ‘ntenance department rides a tractor to drag the infield : . PITTSFI _ i 
Tony Stracuzzi of the city maintena p Pittsfield High and in P ittsfield i piers Ae ee ag P siuinc nacre 
PITTSFIELD — Because of announced the winners of the 


at Clapp Park before yesterday's baseball scrimmage between 
48th annual Halloween parade 


Wahconah. The season gets under way this week. 
weather conditions, the Easter 
egg hunt scheduled for this af- costume contest. 


: Ser Te aa as She ae , hae School: Dustin Col- 
m. n ; ins, Joshua Deering, Nicole 
Tree planted at Springside Park Mamibelts direeebecar tease: Taaenl Geeeelc Hall, Stephanie 
PITTSFIELD — Members of the Shade Tree Commission and the ane 7 Morgen Middicbrdok, betas 
Park Department yesterday observed Massachusetts Arbor Day by The event, sponsored by the Miller, Laura M. Potak, Matthew 
planting a sugar maple at Springside Park during a brief ceremony. | ae Chopper, the Exchange Tirrell and Sarah C. Vincent. 
The commission is formulating plans to continue its annual treet P ay Ce REP niet oF Dalton N : Caitli 
planting program, under which 50 trees will be planted along city rs ms ane secreallion ee Hi hia a: Ch: ee Coodis 
streets, according to Chairman William S. Litty. He said the commis- 3 A * Poe Men ee aunals and Al 3 M ro! ae 
sion is awaiting receipt of its second $5,000 grant from the Massachu- Sea PAB ds Kitt ‘ed ee Met hell M. 
setts ReLeaf program to pay for the trees. La estar nebhel tet 
Pittsfield’s share of funds from that program is being drawn from a i: 7 ek 
grant of $50,000 given to the city by the Altresco co-generation plant ser 
last year, Litty explained. He said the city can apply for $5,000 a year 
for a total of 10 years. The grant pays only for the trees, he added, with 
planting costs to be absorbed by the Office of Community and 


Economic Development and the Pittsfield Beautiful organization. 





Mayor has 
--no problem 
with circuses 


By Gerald B. O’Connor 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Some of the 
Clyde Beatty-Cole Bros. Circus 
employees yesterday were Saying 
the big top’s current Stop in 
Pittsfield will be its last. Mayor 
Edward M. Reilly, they were told, 
doesn’t like circuses and doesn’t 
want a circus on the First Street 
Common again. 

But according to Reilly, there is 
a degree of exaggeration, or mis- 
understanding, in this. 

He said he has an opinion 
about carnivals, which are dif- 
ferent from circuses, and he in- 
timated that this opinion is not a 
favorable one. 

“But there is a difference” be- 
tween the two types of enter- 
tainment, he acknowledged. “A 
circus is a controlled thing,” he 
Said. 

Earlier this spring, a carnival] 
at the Common attracted an as- 
sortment of people who eventu- 
ally became disruptive — some 
said drunk and disorderly — and 
generated several complaints and 
requests to police to defuse con- 
frontations and quell a few scuf- 


Floats, bands sought for : ae De it 228 a | - ‘ommn . es 


3 The circus is here undé?-spon- 
92 Halloween parade sorship of the city Department of 
The Department of Parks and Rec- 


Parks and Recreation, which wil] 
Teation has scheduled its second or- 


receive a percentage of the rey- 
ganizational ineotng fen he tt enue from ticket sales for youth 
Annual Halloween Parade. The meet- 


recreation programs. 
ing will be held on Wednesday, Oc- 


“And by law,” said Reilly, “it’s 
up to the Park Commission 
tober 7, at 7:30 P-m. at the Springside 
House, 


whether the circus is here or not. 
I signed the agreement {to permit 
_ At the first organizational meet- 
ing, seven organizations indicated 


the circus to set up at the Com- 
mon] because, as mayor, I have to 
they will be putting floats in the pa- sign things. But it's the Park 
rade; seven marching units and three - ———— a | ee ew noeweliace hoe ce » Commission’s responsibility. 
bands also expressed interest. 1. ee ° , he 4 | : “We'll see what they want to 
cents time to enter a float or ee a —K LS | oe = foal ae eircus canie to. Pittsfield 
a ai in the parade and all Partici- | et from Danbury, Conn.. late Fri aay 
Pants are welcome to attend this ot d + 1 2 
meeting. hight and will leave tonight for 
Foradditional information regard- Lunenberg, its-next ng Dbl ? q 
ing the parade, call the Department 
of Parks and Recreation at 499-9343. 
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=f pie ? > PHeGs by Mark Michell 
i I i i it at the Common 
i eighs in at 40,000 pounds, so it took a sizable crew to unroll it at mime 
aaron: Then the 10 elephants, who weigh about 2 tons apiece, pitched in to raise it. 


Final meeting set 
for Halloween Parade 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation 
will hold its final meeting tomor- 
row for the 48th annual Hallow- 
een Parade. 


Second planning meeting 
slated for Halloween parade 


meeting, seven organizations in- 


Trick or treat, 


parade dates set 
PITTSFIELD — The Board of 


Park Commissioners has an- 
nounced the dates for the annual 
trick or treat and the Halloween 
Parade. 

Trick or treat will be held on 
Thursday, Oct. 29, from 5:30 to 7. 

The 48th annual Halloween 
Parade is scheduled for Friday, 
Oct. 30, beginning at 7. The rain 
date is Saturday, Oct. 31; at 7. 


/O- TOve FP oO 


IELD — .The Depart- 
Sane ae nae and Recreation has 
scheduled its second “ier 
tional meeting for the 48th annua 
Halloween Parade for Wesnere 
day, beginning at 7:30 as, a 
Springside House, 874 North | : 
Even though Halloween Is on 
Saturday, Oct. 31, the parade will 
be held on Friday evening, Oct. 
30, at 7. If it rains or snows, the 
event will be held on Oct. 31 at 


e same hour. (as, 
me the first organizational 


i floats. 
dicated plans to create 
Seven marching units and three 
bands are also scheduled to take 
art. 
The city’s parks department 
indicated there is still plenty of 
time to enter a float or band in 
the parade. All participants have 
been invited to attend the meet- 
ing Wednesday. 
aot additional information re- 
garding the parade, one may call 


the department at 499-9343. /j 6~U-F, 


The meeting will be at Spring- 
side House, 874 North St., begin- 
ning at 7:30 p.m., for floats, bands 
and marching units. 

This is the last chance to enter 
the parade, a department an- 
nouncement said, and any group 
participating must have a repre- 
sentative present for final in- 
structions. Those unable to attend 
may contact the Parks Depart- 
ment office at 499-9343. 

The parade will be Friday, Oct. 
30, at 7 p.m.; the rain date is 
Saturday, Oct. 31, which is Hal- 
loween. /b6-ad- i 





Lions and tigers and elephants 


; ; Photo by Mark Mitchell 
A crew rolled out a tiger yesterday as the circus set up on Pittsfield’s Common. hee FO 


aturday, June 6, 1992 
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-atty-Cole circus coming to town 


FIELD — A east of more watch as a herd of elephants the day of the show, tickets will 
60 performers and 40 ani- provide the power to hoist the be on sale at the ticket wagon on 
vill be on hand to amaze canvas, which is nearly five sto- the circus grounds. 
suse Berkshire County cir- ries high. Tickets are $9 for adults, $4 for 
when the Clyde Beatty- Advance tickets may be pur- senior citizens and $4 for chil- 
others Cireus comes to chased at Island News inthe food dren 12 and under. Reserved 
next weekend. court of the Berkshire Mall. On seating is an additional $2. 
first time since 1986, 
ly-Cole circus is making UNDER A CANVAS ARENA LARGER THAN A FOOTBALL FIELD! 
o the First Street — : : wagpooe 
in its 108th year, 
visits more than 115 
year, an announce- 
company said. 
of the use of the : 
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and he certainly won't BERKSHIRE MALL RESERVED CHAIR SEATS $2.00 ADDITIONAL CONTORTIONISTS! 
starting Wed. June 3 3 le On Showdays, Tickets Are On Sale On The Circus Midway SiiiaMabvrseq4raibsrtsdtuaid 
“the world’s largest 445-7262 : bed Ing THE FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT VALUE OF THE SEASON! 
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to marketing director 

omichuk, this year’s 

feature wild animal 
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nm -and Bengal tigers; 
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and the Rod- 
Double Flying 


ianeces have been 
for Saturday, June 13, 
d 8:30 and Sunday, June 


will take place 
¢ from 7 to noon. 
been invited to 





Carnival comments unwelcome 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


For the second time in less 
than a week, I am dismayed to 
read Mayor Edward Reilly’s dis- 
paraging remarks regarding the 
entertainment value of the circus 
and more specifically, the Gillette 
carnival [Eagle, June 14]. He has 
already determined that the car- 
nival is an undesirable event and 
will not be welcome in Pittsfield 
next year. He also makes it sound 
like the fate of the circus is still 
up in the air, with himself calling 
all the shots. I would like to know 
who appointed him judge and 
jury? _ 

I read with interest his com- 
ments claiming many complaints 
from neighbors of the Pittsfield 
Common, “the abutters” was his 
term. Well I happen to be one of 
those “abutters.” This is my sec- 
ond year of having the carnival 
and the circus for a neighbor, and 
‘no one has ever sought out my 
opinion or those of my neighbors. 


I think that you will find that the. 


majority of us are quite happy 
being the host neighborhood for 
these events. I know that our 
children are outraged at the 
thought of not having these 
amusements here next year. 


Has Mayor Reilly considered 
the monetary value of these 
events to the city? Has he forgot- 
ten that the Gillettes are local 
people who pay plenty of tax dol- 
lars to this city? All are local 
homeowners. Perhaps Mayor 
Reilly has also forgotten the large 
commercial investments that the 
Gillettes have in this city. I won- 
der how many tax dollars are 


oy \ 
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generated by the old Ken’s Bowl, 
now owned by the Gillette family? 
As for the mayor’s remarks that 
the carnival attracts “people who 
eventually become disruptive,” 
where is he the rest of the year? 
These disorderly people are an 
every night occurrence on the 
Common, carnival or no carnival! 
The common was cleaner after 
the Gillette carnival left than be- 
fore it came. : 
The mayor should grow up and 
get a real job and let the people 
of this city decide whether we 
want these amusements. What- 
ever happened to democracy? 


DAWN E. McMAHON 
3 Rostone Place | 


Pittsfield O-oY- 12. 


Circus no fun for animals 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


The circus industry would like 
us to believe that circus animals 
are treated well and that its pri- 
mary motive for using animal acts 
is to make children happy. As one 
of the dozen or more protesters 
outside the Clyde > Beatty-Cole 
Bros. Circus June 13, I disagree 


(Eagle, June 14]. The circus has 
one purpose; to make money. The 
industry knows that animal acts 
will attract the paying audience it 


needs to make a profit. 


One group of protesters had a 
good view of the elephant being 


Halloween parade 


planning starts 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation has 
started planning for the 48th an- 
nual Halloween parade. 

A first organizational meeting 
has been set for Wednesday be- 


ginning at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Springside House, 874 North St. 


Local organizations have been 


invited to attend the meeting if 


they plan to enter floats, bands or 
marching units. 


All entries must have a theme 


that is Halloween-related and any 
group wishing to participate must 


forced with a metal prod to walk 
in circles while carrying children 
on its back. The elephant was 
given no water or shade, even 
though it was a 90-degree after- 
noon. Behind the scenes, the lives 
of circus animals are even worse. 
They endure the stress of being 
trucked hundreds of miles at a 
time. Without exercise, they be- 


come listless and susceptible to - 
illness. Elephants are chained to - 
the ground by their legs when not 


performing (as evidenced in a 
June 14 Eagle photo of the Clyde 
Beatty-Cole Bros. Circus). Lions 
and tigers are confined to cages 
barely larger than their bodies 
(as shown in another disturbing 
Eagle photo). The animals are 


- beaten into submission during 
training So that they will obey the 


trainer during the performance. 

If you don’t believe that circus 
animals are abused, then con- 
sider why progressive countries 
such as England, Switzerland and 
Sweden have banned use of ani- 
mals in entertainment. Hollywood 
and Toronto prohibit circuses 
that use animals. 

- There are circuses that use no 
animals and restrict their enter- 
tainment to human acts. By re- 


fusing to attend circuses that use, 
animals, your children will learn 


that animals belong in their nat- 
ural habitat, not under a circus 
tent. 

PAULETTE WEIN 


Halloween 
events set 


in Pittsfield 


PITTSFIELD — The city’s 48th 
annual Halloween Parade will 
take place on North Street on: 
Oct. 30 with a rain date of Oct. 31, 
Pittsfield Central; its organizer, 
has announced. ~ 

The parade begins at 7 p.m; 
with costumed children making 
their way down North Street be- 
ginning at the corner of First and 
East streets and ending at Wah- 
conah Park. | t 

The event is sponsored by the 


city’s Department of Parks and 


Recreation and The Berkshire 
Eagle. : 

The parade will be perhaps the 
most visible activity during the 
Halloween period. On Oct. 28, The, 
Berkshire Public Theatre is taken 
over by ghosts and goblins in the, 
first of a series of haunted the- 
ater tours from 6 to 9 p.m. The 
tours also will be offered Oct. 29 
and 30 from 6 to 9 p.m. and from 


~ noon to midnight on Oct. 31. Ad- 


mission is $3. 

Sally Morse-Majewski, execu- 
tive director of Pittsfield Central, 
also announced the following — 
other events: : ; 

> Oct. 29: Trick or treat night 
from 5:30 to 7. : 

> Oct. 30: A Halloween pre- 
school story hour at 10:30 and 
face painting from 11 to 1 at the 
children’s libary at the Berkshire. 
Athenaeum. Halloween videos: 
will be shown at 11. The events 
are free and open to the public. 

> Oct. 31: Spooky stories at Ei- 
ther/Or Bookstore, 122 North St. 
at 11 as told by Debbie Cuth bert. 

> Oct. 31: Exploration of the 
dark side of the Berkshire Mus- 
uem with staff and volunteers 
showing off its bats and rats, spi- 
ders and snakes, ghosts and, 
games for parents and children. 
The party is from 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
free for museum members, and $1 
per person and $3 per family for 
non-members. 

Jb-AY- 7a 
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have a representative at the 
meeting, according to an an- 
nouncement from the Department 
of Parks and Recreation. | Nee 


Group interested in further in- , e ° : 
formation may contact the De- M etal inspection offer ed 
for trick-or-treat candy 


partment of Parks and Recreation 
at 499-9343. | 
q- a v- 72 
PITTSFIELD — The Department of Parks and Recreation 
and Berkshire Association of Treasure Hunters will sponsor a 
candy inspection following trick or treat Thursday, Oct. 29. 
Trick or treat is scheduled for 5:30 to 7 p.m., and children 
may take their bags of candy to Springside House, 874 North St., 
between 6:30 and 8:30 to be inspected with metal detectors by 
the Treasure Hunters. 
The inspection is free of charge, and all children are wel- 
come, an announcement from the Parks Department said. 
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Boys’ and Girls’ Club ! 
plans Halloween party | 


PITTSFIELD — The Boys’ & 
oe Club will hold its annual 
; a oween Party on Wednesday 
rom 6:30 to 8:30. This year’s party 
ek uae carnival theme, co- 

red by the Pj ark 
Hanedioeee ittsfield Parks 
Any club member b : 
etween the 
ages of 6 and 12 is welcome ai 

must wear a costume to attend. a 
a announcement said. 

ere will be costume judgi 
games, prizes and een 

who attend. ges 3 
Tickets are 50 ce ; 

nts and aré 
now on sale at the club. One be 
also purchase tickets at the door 
the night of the party. 
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Kids get their due; 
and a monument, 
on the Common 


By Lewis C. Cuyler 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A _ dignified 
monument bearing testimony to 
the feelings of children was ded- 
icated at the First Street Common 
yesterday during a “Kids’ Day” 
celebration that drew throngs of 
parents and their offspring. 

The polished black granite 
marker is at the north end of the 
park, in front of the playground 
that was completed last year after 
an effort involving hundreds of 
parents. 

The day’s festivity was organ- 
ized by Citizens Against Child 
Abuse, a volunteer organization 
founded six years ago by a city 
detective, Joseph Collias, and his 
wife, Elayne, to improve the en- 
vironment for children. 

Elayne Collias, who presided 
over the monument’s unveiling, 
was ecstatic over the size of the 
crowd and the enthusiasm they 
expressed. 

“This monument show's that we 
care about children in Pittsfield,” 
she said. “I think it is the only 
monument of its kind in the 
Northeast.” 

The 3-foot-high stone sifs on a 
6-foot-wide base. On it is etched a 
picture of a boy and a girl hold- 
ing hands, with a dog between 
them and the girl holding a rag 
doll. The artist is Lois Bessette, 
also of Pittsfield, the mother of 
four grown children and grand- 
mother of two. 


Inscription by mother 


Beside the etching is an in- 
scription by Jean Lussier of 
Pittsfield, the mother of two 
children, ages 3 and 7. 

Entitled “Through the Eyes of a 
Child,” the inscription reads: 

“My respect, love and trust is 
easily obtained by those who seek 
it. Treat me well and I will be 
your friend. Protect me and keep 
me from harm for I am still in- 
nocent. But don’t forsake me be- 
cause of my youth, for I am a 
person too.”’ 

The monument, which ~cost 
$4,000, raised through donations, 
was made by Savino-Empire 
Monuments of 185 Wahconah St. 

Elayne Collias said she had al- 


ready found the monument 
meaningful to different people 
for different reasons. 


“Yesterday I went by and saw a 
lady looking at it and praying,” 
she said. 


Within minutes after the dedi- 
cation, parents with cameras 
were posing their childre 
against the monument. , 


In terms of children’s interest, 
the monument represented only a 
footnote to a day of activity or- 
ganized by the citizens’ group 
that had rounded up donations 
for the event — everything from 
refreshments to entertainment. 


There was a gate made from 
balloons, a lollipop tree, various 
kinds of toss games, raffles, toys, 
horse and pony rides, a petting 
zoo put together by Berkshire 
County 4-H with appropriate live 
animals, hot dogs, hamburgers, 
even peanut-butter-and-jelly 
sandwiches. 


Song and play 


Shortly after noon, folk singer 
David Grover led a chorus of 
young singers in the “Zip-a-Dee 
Doo-Dah” song and dozens of 
other favorites. 


And just adjacent to the fair, 
legions of children swarmed over 
the labyrinthine wooden play 
structure put together by volun- 
teers last year. 


Parents, in the meantime, 
milled around, shepherded chil- 
dren and renewed acquaintances. 
On a more serious note, young- 
sters were videotaped and fin- 
gerprinted, as aids to investiga- 
tions in the event of tragedy or 
otherwise harmful circumstances. 


Joseph Collias estimated that 
by the end of the day 1,500 to 2,000 
people would have participated 
in the activities. 


Citizens Against Child Abuse 
raises money to improve the lives 
of children through various 
events each year, but most par- 
ticularly an annual variety show 
entitled “Back in the Doo-Wah 
Days.” Its activities include the 
sponsorship of an annual confer- 
ence on child abuse. 


Trick or Treat /s-27- % 


Trick or treat in Pittsfield will be held 
tonight from 5:30 to 7. Children may 
have their candy inspected by metal’ 
detectors at the Springside House, 874 
North St., between 6:30 and 8:30. 

The city’s 48th annual Halloween pa- 
rade is scheduled for tomorrow night 
beginning at 7. In case of rain, the 
parade will be held Saturday at 7. 

Below is a listing of other Berkshire 
County cities and towns that are holding 
Halloween activities this year, based on 
information provided to the Eagle by 
local officials. 


Town ~SDate’~—- Hours” 
Alford Hayride Saturday at 6:30 
Becket Saturday 6-8" 
Dalton Events held last week 
Great Barrington Saturday 6-8 
Hancock —«s Saturday) =—sS-7 
Saturday 6-8 

Lanesboro Saturday 5-7 

Lee Saturday 5-7 

Richmond —~—stonight:=«=s5-7 


Housatonic 


Richmond 


Savoy tomorrow 6-7:30 


Sheffield 
Stockbridge 


Saturday 5-7:30 


Saturday 7-9 
Saturday 5:30-7 


Washington 


Williamstown 


Parade tomorrow at 6 | 
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Costumed marchers 


An assortment of creatively costumed 
marched up North Street during Friday’s 
years ago, the annual event still attracts 


youngsters led their Allendale School classmates a 

S the 
Halloween Parade. Although shorter and less elaborate than 
thousands of spectators — and happy young marchers. 
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In the Halloween Spirit / 0-31-49 ye A 2%-foot blue spruce, donated by Joseph and Joan Sloane of 


Foy: | e, was set into place as the Park Square holiday 
Pittsfield’s 48th annual Halloween Parade, featuring floats, marching fee ccccaday by the sive Paks Department and the state 
bands and scores of costumed kids, attracted an estimated 13,000 Highway Department. When fully decorated, the tree will be 
spectators last night. In the float contest, this entry by Kay-Bee Toys adorned with some 10,000 lights. 

captured the $100 first prize. Story, another photo appear on Page B6. . 3 


North Pole calling program 


anned at Park Square to be offered next week 


PITTSFIELD The Depart- various agencies will donate their 
PITTSFIELD — The annual tree-lighting ceremony in Park ment of Parks and Recreation has _ time. In 1991, more than 400 chil- 


Tree-lighting ceremony 


announced that the llth annual dren received a telephone call 
North Pole calling program will from Santa. 
run Monday and Tuesday from Forms are also available at the 
4:30 to 8 p.m. Information sheets Boys and Girls Club, Catholic 
have been sent home with chil- Youth Center and the Christian 
dren in kindergarten through 2nd _ Center. eRe ws 
Balls: LOLOL 
Volunteer Santas and operators 
will make personal telephone 
| 7 calls to Pittsfield children. 
ld = / L i Forms are available at the De- 
partment of Parks and Recreation 
office at 874 North St. The de- 
partment has asked that they be 
returned by Friday. 
Parents will be asked to list the 
child’s name, age, school, gifts 
requested, gifts he or she will 
receive, brothers, sisters, pets’ 
names, and suggestions for pos- 
sible remarks. 
Volunteers will use the infor- 
mation to develop conversations 
with the children and help to 
discourage unrealistic expecta- 
tions, the announcement said. 
Berkshire County Savings Bank 
has again offered the use of its 
telephones, and volunteers from 


Square will be held on Thursday, Dec. 17, beginning at 7 p.m. 

The event, which is sponsored by the Department of Parks 
and Recreation, will include Paul Nixon leading the Christmas 
caroling. 

This year the tree, a 27-foot blue spruce, was donated by 
Joseph and Joan Sloane of 17 Alba Ave. Their son, Matthew, 
will be the official tree lighter. 

The Civil Defense Department, under the direction of 
Thomas Grizey, decorated the tree in Park Square. 


ee 





Photo by Mark Mitchell 


Secon prize in float éciipetition ait to this oteatian entered by Allendale School with 


the theme ‘ghouls’ night out. ; 


poral 7 x. 


ASth annual Halloween Parade 
attracts crowd estimated at 13,000 


PITTSFIELD — A crowd estimated at 13,000 
watched the city’s 48th annual Halloween Parade 
last night. — 

John C. Marchesi, the city’s ditestor of bopeahe 
said that attendance at this year’s parade was 
considerably. larger than. at the 1991 Peeeee, which 
was viewed by 11 000 people. ee 

As usual, ‘prizes were given in float and band 
competitions. 7 

Marchesi reported that Kay-Bee Toys took the 
$100 first prize in the float contest. The theme of 
the company’s float was “spirit of Halloween.” 

Allendale School and the Pom-Poms’ Alumni 
placed second and third, winning prizes of $75 and 
$50, respectively. 

“Ghouls’ night out” was the theme of the Al- 
lendale float, and the Pom-Poms, a former march- 
ing band, selected pent in the graveyard” as 
the theme of their float. 


Judges awarded first place and a prize of $100 to 
the Lee High School band, said Marchesi. 

Second- and third-place honors went to bands 
from Wahconah High School and Pittsfield High 
School, respectively. 

Selection of prize-winning costumes was made 
prior to. the parade by judges stationed in the line- 
up area. Winners of the 25 individual award gift 
certificates were given ribbons to wear on their 
costumes during the parade. 

Names of winners will be announced next week 
after they have returned the back portions of their 
ribbons and picked up their gift certificates at the 
Department of Parks and Recreation at 874 North 
St. | 
This year’s parade, led by Berkshire County 
Sheriff Carmen C. Massimiano as grand marshal, 
was sponsored by the Board of Park Commissioners . 
and the Department of Parks and Recreation. 
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Creche confusion 


Todd Dolphin of St. Joseph’s High School moves the figure quare yesterday. They couldn’t find the 
of the Virgin Mary as volunteers from St. Joseph’s and the s to sho 


! w how the display should be set up, and 
Little Gift Shop attempt to put up a manger scene in more work will be needed today. 3 


en ee 





Councilor wants to restore Burbank Park’s glory 


Volunteers needed 
to emulate success 
of Springside Park 
group. 


Joe Guzzo grew up near Burbank. 


- Park, and remembers the Onota Lake 
shoreline in its heyday, when it was 
a lively center of local leisure. 
' “Burbank Park used to be the place 
to goin Pittsfield,” said thecity coun- 
- cilor, whostill lives in the sameneigh- 
borhood. 3 
“It’s amazing what it used to be 
like there,” said Guzzo, who added 
that his memories were recently re- 
kindled by an old photo of a busy 
Burbank Park. “I remember walking 
down theboulevard there.Onasum- 
mer day, the place would be jammed 
-with hundreds of people. The snack 
bar was open and the air was filled 
with the smell of burgers frying and 
hot dogs cooking.” 

But, he said, the park has fallen on 
hard times in more recent years, de- 
teriorating physically because ofa 
_ lackof city funds. Despite its natural 

appeal asoneofthefew public shore- 
lines in the city, it draws far fewer 
people today. 

“Right now it’s become a . pretty 
depressing place,” said Guzzo. “It’s 
not attractive to go there anymore. 
There’s a lot of cinderblocks and 
things like that lying around, and 
illegal dumpsites filled with refrig- 
erators and other junk. And when- 
ever you drive down there, you need 
to get the front end of your car re- 
aligned because the road is so bad.” 

However, Guzzo hopes to perk up 
the park again by organizing a group 
of interested volunteers to work for 
_ its improvement. He envisions an 
organization similar to the Friends of 
_ Springside, a citizen’s groupthathas 


been bringing Springside Park back 


The Pittsfield eSaaaie: March 26, 1992 


to life. . 
“Vd like to see Burbank Park made 
into someplace where families will 


want to go and enjoy it again,” said — 


Guzzo, who noted that revitalizing 
the park was one of his campaign 
platforms last fall. Headded that the 
proposed group would also work on 
other public sections of the Onota 
Lake shoreline. 

Mayoral support 

Mayor Edward Reilly supports 
Guzzo’s goal: “I think it’s a great 
idea,” said Reilly. “The work of the 
Friends of Springside Park group has 
been a real asset to the city. If Joe can 
organize a group to do that for 
Burbank Park, it would be really 
great.” 

Like Guzzo, Reilly said he can re- 
member Burbank Park in its better 
days, and the mayor believes the park 
still has a great deal of potential. 

“That area could be a hallmark of 
Pittsfield,” said Reilly. 
By late April, Guzzo hopes to find 


a core group of about 20 or 30 people | 


willing to spend approximately eight- 
to-ten hours a month attending plan- 
ning meetings, working onclean-ups 
and other improvement projects, and 
organizing community events. “It 
should haveenough memberssothat 
nobody has to spend too much time 
on it,” he said. “It could be fun too, 
with picnics and activities like that.” 

He encouraged anyone interested 
in the idea to call him at 499-1673. 

There is much to do to fix up the 
area, said Guzzo. But the most press- 
ing problems are manageable and 
would not require significant city 
funds if volunteers help out, he be- 
lieves. “Initially, it just needs a clean- 
up and some landscaping to make 
the place look better,” he said. 

‘He said another potential early 


project is to conduct a survey to de- 


termine what the public would like 


to see at the park. 

In the long-run, he said, ihe com- 
mittee could organize community tim 
events there. “I look at areas like 
Lake George where they: have all 
kinds of activities like snowmobile 
races,” he said. 

Guzzo said the volunteer commit- 
tee would coordinate their efforts 
with the city government and be ad- 
vocates for the park. He added that 
when a committee is formed, he 
would probably serveas a “support- 


person,” acting as a liaison between, 


the committee and city officials. 
“We'll have to coordinate with the 
Parks and Conservationcommissions 
and the mayor for bigger things that 
involve money or the use of equip- 
ment,” he said. 

Guzzo added that the committee 
would probably work on all public 
sections of the Onota shoreline. 

“The section of the eastern Onota 
Lakeshorelinearound Burbank Park 
is actually three individual tracts of 
public land that, when connected, 
form about 300 acres, according to 
Mayor Reilly. . 

The core of Burbank Park was 
donated to the city at the turn-of-the- 
century and iscontrolled by the Parks 
Commission. The city later acquired 
two other adjacent parcels, one con- 
trolled by the Conservation Com- 
mission and another owned by the 
corporate city government. 

“Ultimately, there is aneed to con- 
solidate the whole thing, and draw 
up one master plan for what people 
want to see there,” said Reilly. 

Many of the problems at Burbank 


‘Park stem from the city’s financial 


problems in the wake of Proposition 
2 1/2, with more basic services tak- 
ing priority over parks. 

Guzzo believes that parks and 
other public spaces are important to 
community spirit, and that their de- 


teriorating condition reflectsa larger 


sense of malaise in these difficult — 


times. “We need things in Pittsfield 
we can be proud of,” said Guzzo. 
“People like to feel good about the 
environment they’rein, butthe parks 
have suffered serious damage. When 


people drive around, they see little 


nagging things that start to get under 
their skin. I see itas an analogy to the 


negativity we had in city govern- 


ment.” 

“Pittsfield doesn’t lack areas 
where people can go,” continued 
Guzzo. “It’s how those places look 
that hurts. And we've fallen short in 


the way we utilize them. Look at 
Balance Rock. It got so trashed and. 


ruined that now it’s just blocked off.” 
Year of the parks? 

However, Guzzo believes the situ- 
ation is not hopeless, and may be 
turning around. “Everyone is con- 
cerned about it, and this could turn 
out to be the year of the parks,” he 
speculated. | 

Mayor Reilly agreed that the parks 
have suffered, and said his new ad- 
ministration is trying to do whatever 
it can to improve their condition, 
within its financial constraints. The 
city is looking into potential block 
grants and other sources to pay for 
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future park improvements. ; 

In the meantime, Reilly said, the 
city plans to maintain them more 
regularly than in the past. “We'll 
probably try to develop a more pre- _ 
dictable mowing schedule for each — 
park, for example,” said Reilly. He 
added that the city will also have ~ 
about 150 young people this summer 
through the Berkshire Training and 
Employment program, and they will 
probably workon parks, among other 
projects. 

Guzzo believes volunteer involve- 
ment with the parks has become a 
crucial supplement to government — 
initiatives. 

Ideally, he said, he would like to 
see groups like the one he is trying to 
form for Burbank Park join forces 
with the Friends of Springside and 
similar support-groups for other in- 
dividual parks develop into a coor- 
dinated citywide volunteer network. 

“Asa community we need to look 
within ourselves,” concluded Guzzo. 
“Wecan’tjust sitbackand watchour — 
public areas decay. If people don’t 
help out as volunteers, nothing will 
change. But we don’t need a lot of 
money if people in the community 
rise to the occasion and are willing to 
pitch in.” | 
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Common cause 


Despite cold weather, a small team of volunteers returned to the 
Kids Common playground Sunday to clean and refine the commu- 


nity playground off First Street. 

lt was almost one year ago that volunteers assembled the 
popular playground and this weekend's project was the first in what 
is expected to be a regular program of preventive maintenance to 
preserve the playground. 

Volunteers restored worn parts of the play structures, added 
some enhancements and used agenerous helping of elbow grease 
to clean. 


Carnival to try out Coltsville 


By Donna B. Mattoon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Jules E.. Gil- 
lette will take his carnival to the 
outskirts of Pittsfield for a trial 
run next year because his last 
event at the First Street Common 
prompted police and neighorhood 
concerns. 

During a meeting earlier this 
week with city officials, Gillette 
decided to try out the Kelly 
property off Hubbard Avenue in 
Coltsville. 

“This is one-of the best exam- 
ples of people working together 
that I’ve seen in a long time,” 
said James J. Hassett, president 
of the Babe Ruth League, which 
sponsors the carnival with Gil- 
lette. 


DiSilva pleased 


Gillette appeared last month 
before the Park Commission to 
request dates to use the Common 
next year. But a decision was put 
on hold while alternate sites 
were investigated. 


Ward 2 City Councilor Timothy 
J. DiSilva, who was involved in 
finding a new location for the 
carnival, said he was pleased 
with the compromise. 

“This is a win-win-win situation 
for everybody,” DiSilva_ said. 
“Jules Gillette will benefit, the 
Babe Ruth League will benefit 
and we have addressed the con- 


‘This is one of the 
best examples of 
people working 
together...’ 


cerns that police had.‘about the 
previous location.” 

The Babe Ruth League has 
traditionally been the sponsor of 
the carnival, with Gillette making 
a large annual donation to the 
league. 

For the last several years, 
Gillette had been setting up his 
carnival at the Common. But this 
summer, police were called to the 
site for a number of disturbances, 
and DiSilva said he fielded sev- 
eral phone calls from Ward 2 
constituents complaining about 
the noise and crowds. 

Central Annex, a large housing 
for the elderly project, sits at the 
head of the Common. It was re- 
ported that the carnival created a 
hardship for its residents. 

“This was an area that already 
had problems,” DiSilva said of 
the First Street site. “When you 
add the carnival, you just magnify 
those problems.” 

DiSilva said he was grateful to 
the Kelly family for suggesting 


the use of their property. 

Others involved in the settle- 
ment were acting Police Chief 
Walter M. Boyer, who was not 
available for comment yesterday; 
Clifford J. Nilan, who repre- 
sented the Park Commission; and 
Hassett. 

“Jules was very accommodat- 
ing,” Nilan said. “He indicated 
he would give the Kelly property 
a shot for a year to see how it 
works out.” . 

Gillette did not return phone 
calls yesterday. 

Hassett said that he credits 
DiSilva with working to solve a 
problem in his ward and that he 
applauds Gillette for his willing- 
ness to try something new. 


“Tim DiSilva really took the 
ball,” Hassett said. “They were 
his constituents who were having 
problems, and he listened to 
them. Then he participated in 
finding an alternate site. That’s 
the kind of cooperation that’s re- 
quired.” 


He said one of the early goals 
of the carnival was to stage it ina 
spot that would bring people 
downtown. 

“But as Capt. Boyer said at the 
meeting, the downtown has 
changed,” Hassett said. “It was 
time to review the current situa- 
tion and not bring more people to 
an area that already has trouble 


of its own.” j-|- (. - q x 
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Gowdy-Shandoff's 
Pittsfield’s Office Products Center 


see coupon below 


Sport Shop 


see coupon above 


TOTAL — 185 DAYS 


*Dismissal at noon Sept. 8 — Staff in-service & building level preparation 


Calendar includes 5 days for emergency weather conditions. If these days are not used, schools will close on June 21. 
Calendar includes 4 2 days for in-service: Sept. 9, Jan. 26, Mar. 15, May 20. 
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Some city officials 
now live in limbo © 


By Raymond J. Lamont 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The terms of 


most city officials appointed by 
former Mayor. Anne. Everest 
-Wojtkowski formally expire today, 
but Mayor Edward M. Reilly con- 
firmed yesterday that a number 
of department heads will remain 
in place as holdovers, at least for 
the time being. 

The new mayor has thus far 
appointed a- new city solicitor, 
Department of Public Works chief 
and administrative services di- 


rector but has left most other 


offices intact. 


The list of those continuing 
beyond their terms include City 
Finance Director Daniel L. 
Bianchi and Purchasing Agent 
Robert B. Tone Jr., two of Wojt- 
kowski’s closest advisers. Other 
holdovers include Office of 
Community and Economic’ De- 
velopment Commissioner Ken- 
neth E. Walto, Maintenance Di- 
rector Eugene A. Vidoli, longtime 
Health Commissioner Louis A. 
Bolduc and all three members of 
the Board of Assessors. 


“It’s not that [the holdovers] 
will be working on a day-to-day 
basis,” said Reilly. “It is more 
like a two-week-to-two-week ba- 


sis. These positions remain from 
Council meeting to Council meet- 
ing.” 

Last month he placed an ad- 
vertisement in The Eagle, seeking 
applicants for the posts held by 


Bianchi, Tone, Walto, Vidoli and - 


others. He reiterated yesterday, 
however, that neither the ad nor 
the continuing presence of the 
holdovers means ‘‘that the 
present individuals are or are not 
staying on.” 

The mayor added that retaining 
officeholders from previous ad- 
ministrations is “certainly noth- 
ing new.” | 

Reilly replaced DPW Commis- 
sioner David R. Spiewak and 
Paul W. Cormier, Wojtkowski’s 
city solicitor, literally minutes af- 
ter his inauguration Jan. 6, when 
he received Council confirmation 
of Kathleen G. Alexander as so- 
licitor and Department of Public 
Utilities Commissioner William L. 
Forestell as head of the DPW. 
Reilly and Forestell are working 
on the logistics of merging DPW 
and DPU operations. 

Reilly added a third key ap- 
pointment last week, when the 


- Council confirmed former asso- 


ciate solicitor Donna Todd Rivers 
as administrative services direc- 


LIMBO, continued on B12 


Softball League meeting tomorrow 


The Berkshire County Men’s Slow Pitch Softball League has sched- 
uled its first organizational meeting tomorrow at 6:30 p.m. at Spring- 
side House, 874 North St. Teams planning to participate in the summer 
league at the Berkshire County Softball Complex must take a $100 
deposit to the meeting, which will feature a 1991 financial report and a 


discussion of plans for the 1992 season. 
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Some Pittsfield officials 
find jobs are in limbo 


@ LIMBO, from Bl 


tor, replacing Gilda H. Palano. 
Officials in the uncertain hold- 
over roles said .yesterday that 
status comes with the territory 
and acknowledged that job secu- 
rity is not,a leading benefit of 
politically appointed positions. 


‘Always day to day’ 


“When I took the job, I realized 
that [making a change] is the 
mayor’s prerogative,” said Walto, 
whom Wojtkowski appointed in 
April 1988. “You’re always aware 
that it isn’t a lifetime appoint- 
ment.” 2 

The 38-year-old Walto, whose 
renomination — unlike most oth- 
ers — does not require City 
Council approval. 

“As a manager, whether you’re 
in industry or working for the 
city, you’re always working day to 
day,” said Vidoli, who has held 
his post since September 1988. 
“It?s not like you have,a union 
representing you. You wake up 
every day, you go to work and you 
hope that your job is still there.” 

Both men, however, said they 
are proceeding with “business as 
usual.” 

“Tl’m certainly making my 
summer [maintenance] plans 
right now on the basis that [ll 
still be here,” Vidoli said. He said 
that he has spoken to Reilly 
about the position and that the 
mayor assured him some decision 
will be made “in a couple of 
months.” | 

Walto said his Office of Com- 
munity and Economic Develop- 
ment is moving forward with its 
projects, for which funding is 
built into the city budget and 
locked in via state and federal 
grants that carry through the end 
of the fiscal year. 

“With. a new mayor and new 
City Council, you may have some 
changes in priorities for certain 
projects,” Walto said, “but we’re 
pretty much moving forward.” | 

He, too, said he has spoken 
with Reilly and has submitted a 
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‘Until there are 
more changes, tf 
there are more 
changes, nothing's 
going to change,’ 
Reilly said. 


resume in the hope of retaining 
his position. 

“T think people are concerned 
about who’s going to be running 
the office, and certainly I’m con- . 
cerned about that,’ Walto said. 
“But on the positive side, [Reilly]. 
has certainly been treating me 
like I am the department head, 
and that’s made the _ situation 
easier.” paced 

‘Reilly’ said he has no firm 
timetable for settling on a slate of 
department heads, or on the 
structure of various departments. 
The merger of the DPW and the 
DPU, for example, will require a 
change in the city charter, which 
provides for separate commis- 
sioners of the DPW and DPU. 

While serving as head of both 
departments, Forestell is tempo- 
rarily receiving his $49,210-per- 
year salary, plus 25 percent of the 
weekly salary that would have 
been paid to a DPW chief, which 
is budgeted at $45,650 annually. 
Under charter regulations, a city 
official holding two jobs is paid 
25 percent of the lower-paying 
post in addition to full pay for the 
other position, Reilly said. 

“All of this is still going to take 
some time to sort out,” Reilly 
said. “These aren’t the kinds of 


things that can be done overnight. 


And until they are done, until the 
process is completed, we just 
continue to operate as we have 
been. 

“Until there are more changes, 
if there are more changes, noth- 
ing’s going to change.” 


Snowball season opens 


The calendar says spring, so that means softball, no matter what the sky 
throws at us. That was PHS coach Buddy Pellerin’s philosophy yesterday at 


3-9 
Clapp Park, where intermittent snow squalls interrupted his Be 
league season opener against Chatham. Story, other photos on Page C3. 





No puzzle abo 


Jim Riddle works with other volunteers to Ic 


By Kate Garcia 

Jim Riddle wants to see Springside 
Park returned to the center of famil 
activities it once was. | 

He is working almost full-time to 
make this happen - and has gained 
much support along the way. 

Springside Park is Pittsfield’s Cen- 
tral Park. Nearly three hundred acres 


contain ponds, nature trails, roads 
flower gardens and ball fields. 

It took a private developer's pro- 
posed golf course to galvanize a 
group of people to proclaim public 
domain over this‘area. 

Friends of Springside Park was 
formed to combat this proposal. Once 
the development was defeated, the 
group continued in force. — 

As president of this organization, 
Riddle attends many Conservation 
and Park commission meetings and 
works both alone and with others to 
restore the park. 

Riddle can be found winter nights 
flooding the skating pond. With an 
ancient shovel, he clears the ice of 
snow and scrapes off the bumps. 

Fortwoyearsrunning, hehas made 
benches for the area. The first year, 
they were vandalized but, he says, 
“due to peer pressure, the new ones 
have lasted.” Riddle adds, “The kids 
realize that if they wreck everything, 
they won’t have anything.” 

According to Riddle, new Ward 1 
councilor Paul Dowd is also “inter- 
ested in bringing back Springside.” 
Dowd, in turn, terms Riddle’s work 
“outstanding”. 

Dowd and Mayor Edward Reilly 
were instrumental in having a spot- 
light erected that shines onto the skat- 
ing pond. 

A city council ordinance, spon- 
sored by Dowd, would increase fines 
for illegal dumping on park land from 
$100 to $300. 
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Also very involved in helping to 

estore Springside, said Riddle, is 

Vinnie Hebert, who works with nu- 
merous volunteers. 

Near the skating pond is a brick 
warming hut. According to Riddle, it 
won't take very much money to reno- 
vate it. The oil burner needs servic- 
ing and thereisa hole inthe floor that 
needs fixing. The bathrooms are in 
good shape, he said. 

Riddle sees a year-round use for 
this building and surrounding area. 
The hut can be used during the win- 
ter for the skaters and those sliding 
down the adjacent hill. 

Summers, it could provide 
restrooms for those attending con- 
certs beside the pond. The hill forms 
a natural amphitheater, with plenty 
of room for both performing artists 
and audiences. 

The periphery of Springside Park 
is for active recreation. In addition to 
the skating pond (once used for swim- 


ming), thereare baseball and softball Jim Riddle is at home in the Outdoors, but he finds 


fields and a playground. 

The park’s interior, according to 
Riddle, is for Passive recreation. It is 
filled with “all kinds of roads; trails; 
and wildlife; including eight mal- 
lards in the upper pond.” 

While there is a basic map, Riddle 
hopes to put out a booklet similar to 
one at Wild Acres. 

Renovating Springside Park has 
become a community project - with 
volunteers ofall ages: Kids help clear 
the skating pond, new signs have 
been built for the main entrance and 
the warming hut front door, nature 
trails have been cleared of brush, the 
greenhouse group plants and cares 
for beautiful flowers, and the CE 
ELFUN Society and others have 
painted the main house. 

More has to be done, says Riddle. 
There are two columns on either side 
of a secondary road, on North Street. 
One says “874” and the other 
“Elmhurst.” (The property was once 
called Elmhurst). Riddle would like 
to see this road opened or the col- 
umns moved to the main entrance. . 

Riddleand Dowd suggest that the 


commissions related to parks and recreation, 


concrete lining of the pond be re- 
moved sinceit is leaking. They would 
like to then dredge the pond and 
landscape around it. 

A spring-fed brook runs through 
the property. An upper dam is in 
good shape but a pond in the area is 
completely filled in with silt. Riddle 
hopes it can be cleaned up. 

Riddle was a city public works 
engineer from June 1961 to April 1990, 
when he was laid off. Prior to-his 
leaving city hall, Riddle was chair- 
man of the conservation commission. 

Hehad to resign but was appointed 
to the unpaid position of conserva- 
tion properties manager. As such, 
RiddleisinchargeofSpringside Park, 
Wild Acres, and the Controy pavil- 
ion at Onota Lake. 


While there are others who help 
maintain these areas, Riddle can be 
found clearing trails, making new 
signs, and mowing lawns. 

He hopes to return to work soon 
but will continue to care for the con- 
servation properties nights and 
weekends. He will, however, miss 
“living outdoors.” 

Riddle was born in Pittsfield. He 
originally lived on Wahconah Street 
but grew up in the “Kind Street 
swamp.” Living there fostered his 
interest in wildlife. 

“We used to have a fort,” says 
Riddle, “and we would go to the 
dump to get things for it.” 

After attending St. Charles and St. 
Joseph’s for two years, Riddle went 
to Pittsfield High. He graduated from 


ut this Riddler’s devotion 


eep Springside special 


Kate Garcia. 


time to go inside for many meetings of city 


the drafting course of Study and 
worked for Western Massachusetts 
Electric Company. 

Riddle was in the navy for two 
years before joining the public works 
department. Heis married to Shirley, 
a paraprofessional in the school de- 
partment, and they have four chil- 
dren and six grandchildren. 

In his spare time, Riddle collects 
material for Wild Acre tag sales. He 
also has a patent pending on a con- 
servation-type invention — a bale 
made of recycled plastic. 

“The hay bales now being used rot 
out and have to be replaced,” says 
Riddle. “Mine, they can pull out, clean 
off, and use again.” 
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Sundial smiles again on Sunda 


A3p.m. ceremony at Park Square || 
Sunday willcommemoratetherecent | 


return of a historic sundial that once 
marks the site of the Old Elm, one of 
Pittsfield’s most prominent curve 
landmarks. 
Nancy Dick, Regent of Peace Party 
Chapter of the DAR will discuss the 
history of the spot. Unveiling of the 
sundial will be Sarah Farkas, Barbara ; 
Bell, Allen Williams and Louis |’ 
Allegrone. 
The presentation will be done by 
Michelle Donovan and Tiffany 
Stamon. Other scheduled speakers 
include Mayor Edward Reilly and 
PHS Principal Norman Najimy. 
The restoration project is ee oe : 
r of study, research, and == pipes ; 
ee of we of Bell’s history accomplished through Sepa 
students: Farkas, Staman and _ibution of Allen Williams and Lou 


Donovan. The remounting was Allegrone. 34-S5- “\ as 
School arts group forming 


Terry Forrest, coordinatorofmusic 
in the schools, is forming a group 
called P.T.E.A. (Parents & Teachers 
for Educationinthe Arts). This group 
is for parents who have children in 
band, chorus, theater arts & drama, 
sculpture, painting, or related fields. 
The next meeting is Tuesday at 7 | 
p.m. in the chorus room at P.ELS. 
Peopleinterested in being on steering 
committee call Forrest at 499-9567. 
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Wet weather didn’t dampen the spirits of young Easter egg hunters Saturday at Reid Middle 





It’s pumpkin time, — 
it’s pumpkin time 


_ Thebig dayis rapidly approaching 
for local pumpkin buffs. On Sunday 
afternoon, the Common on First 
Street will host the city’s first 
pumpkin festival, with big gourds, 
refresh-ments, games and hay rides. - 
The event benefits the DARE 


program S015 - ao 
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Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Downhill racers YE/3-4%2 


Zooming down hill at Clapp Park in Pittsfield are, from left, John Fox, 7, Edward Killela, 10, and Nelson Romero, 9. 


Thanks to some students, an 
historic Park Square sundial 
was restored. /\ Ee 2s 


Drive, girls, drive 


It’s a joint effort as Vanna Tremblay, 6, Kelli | PT OE es 
at the Kids Common playground in Pitisfield. Hescock, 7, and Kristen Wood, 9, left to right, wheel their imaginary bus through heavy traffic 
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Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Participants in yesterday’s Great Strides Walkathon to Cure Cystic Fibrosis begin the 10- 
kilometer walk at the Common on First Street in Pittsfield. 
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‘Wild Goose’ canoe race is Sunday 

Onota Lake will host the second annual “Wild Goose Chase” canoe 
race Sunday, an event that attracted more than 200 amateur and 
professional paddlers last year. Sti 

The event will include a 20-mile pro race at 10 a.m. ($20-per-paddler 
entry fee), an 8-mile amateur race at 10:30 ($10 per paddler) and a 
recreational relay, featuring three 3-mile loops for teams of six at 11 
a.m. ($8 per paddler). 

There is a $2,000 purse for the pro class, including a $360 first prize. 
‘There will be T-shirts for the first 200 entries, and mugs will be 
awarded to the top three finishers in each class. 

Staging area for the race will be Burbank Park, and refreshments 
will be available at the Frank Controy Pavilion. Berkshire Outfitters 
and Minkler Insurance are the two main sponsors of the event, which 


Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


James W. Tobin 
Faces confirmation vote Tuesday 


Reilly appoints 
Tobin fire chief 


is organized by the Pittsfield Fourth of July Parade Committee. 


Knights to plant bulbs 
as gift to Park Square 


PITTSFIELD — Members of 
the Knights of Columbus will 
plant almost 500 tulip bulbs, a gift 
to Park Square from Pittsfield 
Beautiful, on Saturday, Nov. 7. 

The group also will keep the 
flower beds weeded and watered. 

Several years ago the K. of C. 
responded to an appeal from the 
Pittsfield Parks Department to 
“Adopt a Park.” Members first 
adopted Springside Park, accord- 
ing to Paul DiVirgilio of 69 Edi- 
son Ave., who now heads the 
volunteer group. 

Later, the group adopted Park 
Square, where its members plant 
flowers in the spring and tulips in 
the fall. The first Park Square 
project was to plant chrysanthe- 
mums and pick up litter. The fol- 
lowing spring, geraniums were 
planted in three large beds, . 
which now have impatiens. //-¥- 7% 
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City installs tables 
at Kids’ Common, 


PITTSFIELD — Five picnic 
tables — three of them accessible 
to the disabled — and 10 benches 
were installed at the First Street 
Common on Monday as part of 
the city’s contribution to the Kids’ 
Common playground. 

The money was provided 
through the community devel- 
opment block grant, which is 
administered by the Office of 
Community and Economic De- 
velopment. 

The OCED also paved walkways 
throughout the playground and 
provided funds for landscaping. 
According to Robert Mellace of 
the OCED office, a sign for the 
playground is on the way. 

The Kids’ Common was built 
last year through the efforts of 
more than 100 volunteers at a cost 


of $35,000. The money was raised 


from private and corporate dona- 
tions. | 

Four roofs that are being built 
by carpentry students at Taconic 
High School will be installed on 


playground structures next 


pty 


spring. 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — James W. Tobin, a 20-year veteran of the 
Fire Department, was named fire chief yesterday by Mayor 
Edward M. Reilly. 

The City Council will be asked to confirm the appointment 
of the 41-year-old Fire Department captain at its meeting on 
Tuesday. | 

“T have the greatest confidence in Jim. He’s a young man, so 
I look forward to him being chief for a long time,” said Reilly, 
who announced the appointment at a news conference at City 


Hall. 


Desire and enthusiasm 


Reilly said that his decision to name Tobin followed a 
process that included extensive interviews with Tobin and two 
other candidates for the post, Deputy Fire Chief Raymond E. 


Risley and Capt. Stephen W. Duffy. 

The mayor said that he was impressed with Tobin’s “desire 
to be chief’ and with his enthusiasm for firefighting. 

In addition, “he was at the top of the list,” said Reilly, 
referring to Tobin’s position as the high-scorer among the 
three candidates who took the state civil service exam for the 
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Volunteers 
bring blooms 
to Springside 


By Rose Foley 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Community donations, 
along with a lot of dirt-under-the- 
fingernails volunteer work, have re- 
sulted in the planting of about 20 rho- 
dodendron plants at the Vincent J. 
Hebert Arboretum at Springside Park. 

The undertaking wasn’t easy — one 
rhododendron weighed more than 300 
pounds and took six people to lift it up 
and over other plants. | 

Donations from Pittsfield Beautiful, 
the East New Lenox Road Garden Club 
and Dr. Jon Valigorsky of Pittsfield, 
along with assistance from volunteers 
with the Friends of Springside Park, 
made the project possible. 

he rhododendrons will be in bloom 
until the first or second week of June, 
according to Valigorsky. Residents are 
encouraged to observe for themselves. 


“We're very, very thankful for the 
support and gifts of both Pittsfield 
Beautiful and Dr. Valigorsky, and the 
East New Lenox Garden Club,” said 
Hebert, retired superintendent of parks. 


Craig Fi Walker / Berkshire Eag 
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volunteers to transplant the flowering evergreens to 
Springside Park. The plants will bloom soon. 


Dr. Jon vay is barely visible through a tangle 


SPRINGSIDE, continued on H3. = of: rhododendron branches as he works with other 


Deadline extended for return 


Pittsfield taking surv 
2 — of Pittsfield park survey 


on improving its parks 


PITTSFIELD — Some 2,800 households in the city will 
recelv€ a survey — probably in the mail today — seeking 
information about how often residents use the city parks and 
playgrounds and what they expect their recreationa] needs will 
be in the future. 3 

Mayor Edward M. Reilly said the names were selected 
randomly by computer, with 400 households from each of the 
seven wards chosen. They will be asked such questions as how 
often the parks are used and for what activities. 

City officials also wish to know how they can improve the 
recreational facilities and what problems people have encoun- 
tered there. 

The Survey was developed through the office of Community 
and Economic Development and the Park Commission and is 


designed to help determine how money should be spent on 
parks and playgrounds. 


Plan to upgrade 


The local OCED receives more than $2 million each year from 
the federal government that it uses for projects to benefit low- 
Income neighborhoods or to eliminate blight. OCED officials 
have said that next year, part of the funds will be used to help 
upgrade parks and playgrounds. 

But according to the mayor, city officials must first determine 
how frequently they aré used or how residents hope to see 
their parks used. 

Robert S. Mellace of the OCED, who helped coordinate the 
release of the survey, said it consists of 10 fairly easy questions 
and Should only take five to 10 minutes to complete. It was 
designed not to require a return envelope or postage. The 
deadline for returning the completed surveys is Friday, Nov. 20 

Mellace said the information from the survey will be tabu- 
lated here and sent to Fugro McClelland East Inc. of North- 
boro, the company that helped the city select the information 
included in the survey. The company will send back a written 
report on the answers. 

Hl J Shee Pol 
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PITTSFIELD — The Office of 


Community and Economic. De- 
velopment, which sent 2,800 
questionnaires to random house- 
holds seeking information about 
how city parks and. playgrounds 
are used, is reminding people to 
return the forms to City Hall. 

_ The deadline, which originally 
was tomorrow, has been extended 
to Wednesday, Nov. 25, in an at- 
tempt to get as many responses as 


possible, said Robert S, Mellace 


of OCED. So far, his office has 
received approximately 250 com- 
pleted questionnaires. — 

Mellace said he is hoping for a 
much larger sampling to ensure 
that the results are representa- 
tive of community priorities. 

“The responses are providing a 
good insight into the current uses 
of the parks and the future rec- 
reational needs and wants of the 
community,” he said. “This will 


help city officials to earmark 
limited resources and seek fund- 
ing from state and federal. parks 
and recreation programs.” 


The households receiving the 
questionnaires were selected 
randomly by computer, with an 
equal number coming from each 
ward. The purpose of the survey 
was to determine how the parks 
and playgrounds are used and for 
what activities. With that kind of 
information, city officials can de- 
termine how they can improve 
the recreational facilities. 


The local OCED receives more 
than $2 million each year from 
the federal government that it 
uses for projects. to benefit low- 
income neighborhoods or to 
eliminate. blight. OCED officials 


have said that next year part of 
the funds will be used to upgrade 


parks and playgrounds. {j|- Ab- A 





Using 


a wheelbarrow to transport a_ hefty 


-sized rho- 


dodendron from Dr. Jon Valigorsky’s garden in Pittsfield to 


a truck are, right to left, Valigorsky 


Rhododendrons come to arboretum 


m@ SPRINGSIDE, from H1 


He said the Park Commission 
hopes this will generate interest 
in the arboretum. 

Hebert said the arboretum, part 
of the master plan of the Park 
Commission, also has flowering 
crabs and weeping cherries. Li- 
lacs may be coming in the near 
future, and he hopes that the 
numerous trees will be tagged 
eventually with identification. 
Tulips are nearby. 

The master plan’ for the park 
was Started in 1957, said Hebert, 
and the idea for the arboretum as 
a place to inform and entertain 
the public was set in place in 
1963. } 


Community work 


Donations from the community 
for the rhododendron project 
were considerable. 

Pittsfield Beautiful, a non-profit 
organization headed by Tommie 
Bailey of Pittsfield, donated $500 
for the purchase of. rho- 
dodendrons. The East New Lenox 
Road Garden Club contributed 
funds for a plant, and Valigorsky, 
a known rhododendron expert 
who cares for about 1,000 of them 
in his‘own yard, donated two of 
his larger plants. : 


The teamwork started in the 
fall of 1991, said Bailey, when she, 
Hebert, Valigorsky and members 
of the Park Commission, Springs- 
ide Greenhouse, Friends of 
Springside and the Shadetree 
Commission got together to dis- 
cuss the project. Valigorsky then 
selected planting sites. The board 
of directors of Pittsfield Beautiful 
elected to include funding for the- 
plantings in its 1992 budget. And 
then came the hands-on work. 


seventeen of the rho- 


Vincent Hebert, 


chased from Windy Hill Nursery 
in Great Barrington, were planted 
Saturday, April.25,. said Vali- 
gorsky, and the two from his yard 


‘were transplanted May 2. Park 


Commissioner David Dickhaus 
and about eight members of the 
Friends of Springside Park 
helped out. 


What’s there 


“The group should be nomi-. 
nated for Volunteer of the Year 
award,” said Valigorsky, referring 
to the Friends of Springside Park. 
“T think it’s super. I came away 


dodendrons, which were pur- from this whole project feeling 


' 
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Photos by Craig Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


William Carrigan, Paul Chambers and an unidentified 
helper. Below is a close-up of a rhododendron that is 


getting ready to bloom. 


very good.... We got the job done 
and I feel good about it.” 


The list of rhododendrons at 
the arboretum include his two — 


a Bouledeneige, which has white. 


flowers, and is about 8 feet wide 
and 4 feet high and weighs in at 
more than 300 pounds, and a 
Todmorden, which has_ pink 
flowers with a white center. The 
latter is 6 feet tall, about 6 feet 
wide, and weighs an estimated 
250 pounds. 


Others are two types of the 
small-leaf variety: three white 
Baltas and three purple PJMs 


7 


(stands for Peter J. Mezzitt, for 
whom it was named.) 


Large-leaf varieties are two 


‘Vernuses and two Janet Blairs 


(named for the famous movie ac- 
tress), both of which have pink 
flowers; three yellow-flowered 
Hong Kong rhododendrons; one 
Francesca and two Henry’s Reds, 
which, appropriately, have red 
flowers; and a_ white-flowered 
plant called Lodestar. 


Pittsfield Beautiful is sup- 
ported by Pittsfield Central and 
the Berkshire Garden Club. 

St/7- Fy 





Pittsfield High School students, from left, Sarah Farkas, 
Michelle Donovan and Tiffany Staman, and their teacher 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staft 


Barbara Bell stand proudly behind restored sundial in Park 


Square yesterday. 


Pittsfield students help restore historic sundial 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Three Pitts- 
field High School students, with 
help from some local benefactors, 
have restored and replaced a 
historic sundial that stood for 
years in Park Square as a memo- 
rial to a famous old elm tree. 


The refurbished sundial was 
dedicated — for the second time 
this century — yesterday after- 
noon in a small ceremony at Park 
Square attended by school offi- 
cials, students and dignitaries. 


PHS senior Tiffany Staman said 
the old sundial, which had been 
vandalized and was finally re- 
moved from Park Square, was 
recovered about a year ago from 


The sundial was first dedicated on June 
23, 1903, to commemorate the famous 
elm tree that was torn down in 1864. 


Springside House, a city building 
where the Parks and Recreation 
Department is located. } 
Staman and two classmates, 
Sarah Farkas and Michelle Don- 
ovan, were students in Barbara 
Bell’s honors history class, which 
was studying Pittsfield monu- 
ments and historical markers. 
The class found that more than 
half the city’s monuments and 


markers were either destroyed, 
vandalized or stolen. The sundial 
was stolen, but was later re- 
turned. It was then stored at 
Springside House, where for 
years it was forgotten. 

Some area contractors donated 
granite and cement for the sun- 
dial’s new base. 

Constance Mulholland, vice re- 
gent of the Peace Party Chapter 


Pittsfield parks 


of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, said last night the 
sundial is located in a slightly 
different location because in its 
Original location it would be par- 
tially shaded. 

Mulholland said the sundial 
was first dedicated on June 23, 
1903, to commemorate the famous 
elm tree that was torn down in 
1864. In 1841, the tree had been 
struck by lightning, and over the 
years became a hazard until it 
had to be destroyed. Mrs. John 
Chandler Williams made a local 
legend of herself by placing her- 
self between the tree and the tree 
cutter. 

Because of her deed, her hus- 
band donated the land that is 


now Park Square. ‘o 2 3 Q at 


tennis to begin 


Registration is bein t 
Parks tert g§ taken for the second annua] Pittsfield public 


1S program, which wil] run on Mondays and Wednesdays 


from June 29 to Au 
g. 5 at Lak 
Schools and Herberg Middle Senor. acre conte pre Pittsfield high 


Classes for begi 
beginners (age 1] 


iy Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Stafi 


Good deed 4/33 laa 


D esterday, Boy Scout Troop 2 of Pittsfield cleaned debris 
Boe ieetn seemay at Gnots Lake. Jarrett Hoskeer, 11, left, and Vincent 


Brazeau, 14, were among those who pitched in. 





New Mets owners set to play ball _ 


William and Millie Gladstone went 
to a baseball game on their second 
date. This summer they expect to 
catch quitea few games at Wahconah 
Park. 

On Saturday, National Pastime 
Corp., a group of five investors led 
by William Gladstone purchased the 
Pittsfield Mets for $850,000. 

“Tt’s fun,” Gladstone said when 
asked why he wanted to purchase a 
baseball team. “My wife Millie and I 
were both born and brought up in 
Brooklyn ... we’ve both been baseball 
fans all our lives.” 

The sale has been in the works for 
several monthsand promises to bring 
stability to the city’s minor league 
baseball club — partial ownership of 
which had been assumed by credi- 
tors last year. 

Only a positive 

“This can only be a positive for 

Pittsfield and Berkshire County,” said 


Rick Murphy, who will continue as 


general manager of the club. 
Gladstone comes to the commu- 
nity with notable professional and 
baseball credentials. Theretired chief 
executive officer of Ernst & Young, 
an accounting and financial services 


firm, Gladstone is on the board of | 


directors of the Baseball Hallof Fame 
in Cooperstown. 

The baseball connection already 
appears to be paying dividends: Na- 
tional League president Bill White 
will throw the first pitch at this year’s 
home opener June 15, while the Mets 
have a commitment to play in the 
Hall of Fame game at Cooperstown 
next summer. 


Mets confirmed for 
Wahconah in 1993 


The Pittsfield Mets signed a lease 
for 1993 use of Wahconah Park this 
past Thursday with club officials say- 
ing they hope to follow up with a 
three year agreement. 

William Gladstone, president of 
theClass A minor league team, joined 
Mayor Edward Reilly, city council 


president Joseph Ryan and parks | 


commission chairman Paula Virgilio 
at the public signing. 

The team will not pay any direct 
rent in 1993. The club must, how- 
ever, donate $1,500 to the Fourth of 
July Parade Committee and ten per- 
cent of allconcession profits to school 
athletic programs. //~) |~- 
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Man found dead 


“Tl don’t expect to get rich,” a “clean, family oriented operation.” 
Gladstone said. “We want to have Murphy, caught in the ownership 
fun: | confusion after Michael Casey lost 

Saying that he didn’t want to his share of the club due to financial 
“knock making money,” the new problems, said he was pleased to 


majority owner pledged to maintain See METS pagell 


Pittsfield Mets general manager Rick Murphy and new principal 
owner, William Gladstone, announced plans for the summer this 


past weekend. 4 hi 9 —& ag 
New Mets owners promise 


clean, family atmosphere 


Season tickets are available from $78 
to $214.50. 

The abbreviated schedule of the 
Class A New York-Pennsylvania 
league includes 78 games, with the 
regular season ending September 2. 


continued from page 1 


surrender ownership responsibili- 
ties: “Sometimes I didn’t think this 
day would come.” 

The Gladstones have rented a lo- 
cal home through the end of the sea- 
son: “We're really pleased to be here 
in Pittsfield,” said William Gladstone. 
He said that he is used to “hands-on” 
management but that he would rely 
heavily on Murphy. 

The rest of the ownership consists 
ofa variety of professionals: a college 
professor, a lawyer, the manager ofa 
law firm and the president of a real 
estate/ brokerage firm. | 

Murphy, who _ introduced 
Gladstoneata Berkshire Hilton press 
conference, said that the ownership 
stability would help the club’s fi- 
nances. 

“Last year was more difficult,” he 
said, with question marks surround- 
ing the team’s future. Thirty-six of 
thirty-eight billboards at the parkare 
sold, he said, with 288 season box 
seats already claimed. 

Combined with the onset of the 
Major League baseball season, the 
ownership transfer “provides direc- 
tion and stability,” Murphy said. 

“We want to be community ori- 


Mets’ batting tunnel gets 
Park Commission’s Ok 


PITTSFIELD — The Park Commission has given the Pitts- 
field Mets tentative permission to build a batting tunnel at 
Wahconah Park. 

Rick Murphy, general manager of the Mets, went before the 
commissioners Monday night to seek their approval. Approval 
is still needed from the Conservation Commission, but the Park 
Commission recommended that that board take favorable ac- 
tion. 

Murphy said the tunnel, to be used for batting practice and 
instruction, would measure 70 by 15 by 12 feet and would have a 
galvanized frame and an inner lining of netting. The tunnel is 
needed, he said, because batting practice had to be canceled a 
number of times this year due to rain, which “inhibited the 
development of the players.” 

Murphy has said in the past that the New York Mets, the 
parent organization of the city’s New York-Penn League team, 
would like to have a batting facility built for its players. Of the 
farm teams in the New York organization, only Pittsfield and 
the Appalachian League’s Kingsport, Tenn., team do not have a 
batting tunnel. 

A 15-foot-wide flat surface would have to be developed, by 
either raising or lowering the ground. Leveling is much easier 
than filling, said John C. Marchesi, director of recreation. 

Murphy, who presented engineering plans, said that $5,000 
had been appropriated by the Mets for the project and that he 


doesn’t want to spent a lot more. 
PI? -F R 
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of gunshot wound 


in Wahconah Park 


PITTSFIELD — A 38-year-old 
man died after he shot himself in 
the head with a shotgun in Wah- 
conah Park yesterday morning 
police said. Detective Gary W. 
Danford said a man walking his 
dog found the man’s body at 8 
a.m. Police believe he shot hi 
ae peveer 6 and 8 a.m. a 

antord said no one wit 
the shooting and no one Bed ao 
report hearing the shot fired. 


ented and community involved,” 
said Murphy, citing sponsorship of 
the Fourth of July fireworks and 
events such as School Night. 

Also on the horizon for the Mets 
this season are renewals of the lease 
with the city for use of Wahconah 
Park and with the New York Mets for 
affiliation with the parent club. 

Gladstone said he anticipated no 
difficulty with either negotiation as 
therelationshipsallseem tobestrong. 

Individual tickets to Mets games 
this season wil range from $1 to$5.75. 


Opening day for the Pittsfield Mets season brought out nearly 1,800 fans — including some who 
brought their parties to the seats at Wahconah Park. 





A night at the ballpark ve? 


Markness closes in on Wahconah Park duving a Pittsfield Mets game last week. More photos on Page C3? 
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Let’s go Mets — one more time 


Pittsfield Mets President Williams Gladstone, left, joins terms to extend the lease three more years through 1996. 
city officials at City Hall yesterday in ‘signing a one-year City officials are, from left, Parks Commission Chairman 
lease for the New York-Penn League team’s use of Wah- Paula Virgilio, city attorney Richard Drennan Jr., Mayor 
conah Park in 1993. The team and city are still discussing Edward Reilly and City Council President Joseph Ryan. 





By Donna B. Mattoon 
‘Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Lt. Gerald M. 
Lee was appointed police chief 
yesterday, ending a_ four-year 
spell in which the Police De- 


partment has operated with a se-_ 


ries of interim leaders. | | 
He was named by Mayor Ed- 
ward M. Reilly, who will place 
~Lee’s name before the City 
Council for confirmation at 
-Tuesday’s meeting. 

“It’s been a long couple of 
years,” Lee ‘said yesterday, re- 
ferring to the controversy of 1990, 
when the popular lieutenant was 
ranked No. 1 during the assess- 
ment portion of a police chief 
search but was later denied the 
appointment by then Mayor Anne 
Everest Wojtkowski. “I am very 
happy and pleased.” 


‘First-class professional’ 


During a press conference yes- 
terday, Reilly said he was con- 
‘yinced that Lee was the best man 
- for the job based on a variety of 

‘factors, including his test score, 
the results of an assessment cen- 
ter, his experience with the force 
“and a lengthy interview with the 
- mayor. 

A 23-year member of the de- 
partment, Lee is 52 years old. 
Yesterday, Reilly spoke highly 
of his choice for police chief, ex- 
tolling Lee as an outstanding 
leader who has the skills to 
- manage the department. 
«Pm very supportive of Lt. 
Lee,’ the mayor said. “He is a 
first-class professional.” 
Lee is expected to receive 
unanimous confirmation by the 
City Council on Tuesday. Council 
President Joseph W. Ryan Ab i 
called him an excellent candidate 
who had won the admiration and 


Joel Librizzi 


Lt. Gerald Lee 


respect of his fellow officers. | 

“He won't only be their chief, 
he’ll be their leader,” Ryan said. 

He said he has submitted a 
petition to the Council to: offi- 
cially thank acting Police Chief 
Walter M. Boyer for an “excellent 
job during difficult times.” 

Reilly also congratulated Boyer 


‘on a job well done, ealling him 


“by far the best of the three act- 
ing chiefs.” 

Indeed, Reilly said he would 
have felt confident appointing 
any of the three local candidates 
for the job: Lee, Boyer and Lt. 
John Grady. 

But Lee emerged as the best- 
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City council seats were determined by a 


drawing Monday. The official significance 


Gerald Doyle 


of the seating order is to determine the 


order for voting. 


Angelo Stracuzzi 


Peter Arlos swapped with Tim DiSilva to 


get the first-seat back. James Boyle drew 


James Boyle 


the last seat, traditionally considered the 


most pressure-packed since he may have 


Joseph Ryan 


Jacqueline Sacchetti 


to cast the deciding vote in close matters. 


Chart not to proportion. Copyright © 1992 by 
The Pittsfield Gazette Inc. Can not be 
reproduced without publisher's permission. 


Parks employees now part of DPW 


Members of the Parks Department 
maintenance staff have been consoli- 
dated into the newly merged De- 
partment of Public Works and Utili- 
ties. 

DPW/DPU Commissioner Wil- 
liam Forestell discussed the effort 
with members of the parks commis- 
sion at a Monday meeting. 

In the past, the parks employees 
worked exclusively on park-related 
matters. Under the new system, they 
will still work primarily on the park 
properties but will be under 
Forestell’s supervision and available 
for other duties he prioritizes. 

“Wehavethe resources to domain- 
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Recreation Dept. 
extends application date 


The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation has 
extended its application deadline 


PITTSFIELD — 


tenance, not operations,” Forestell 
told the commissioners. He asked 
them to. “budget for operational 
needs” on their own. 

Councilor Gerald Doyle Jr., new 
liaison member of the commission, 
said that in a meeting with Mayor 
Edward Reilly, he got theimpression 
that the commission’s needs will still 
be addressed, provided the city is 
made aware of them. 

Forestell said this week that the 
changes are part of an effort to con- 
solidate duties withinthe DPW. Some 
parks equipment will remain at 
Springside House, the parks depart- 
ment base, while other machinery — 


Cleanup 
for Burbank Park 


PITTSFIELD — Ward 7 Coun- 
cilor Joseph O. Guzzo has an- 


especially that which can be used for 
multiple purposes — will be moved 
to the DPW’s highway department 
garage on West Housatonic Street. 
Although several commissioners 
expressed reservations about the 
switch, they agreed to giveita chance. 
In other matters, the commission 
learned that efforts to fine tune the 
KidsCommon playground continue. 
Additional equipment to make the 
playground more accessible for dis- 
abled youngster is expected in April 
or May, while students at Taconic 
High School are constructing four 
small ornamental “roofs” for parts of 


the structure.) — & - Ta 


day set 


PARKS AND RECREATION: The department sponsors sever 
youth sports leagues, controls athletic fields and scheduled use « 
Wild Acres. The department sponsors or co-sponsors an annu 
Easter Ege Hunt, Halloween parade, “North Pole Calling,” and cil 
holiday tree lighting ceremony. eL-tT Ss 
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nounced a Burbank Park cleanup 
day for Saturday between 9 and 2, 
beginning in the’area. of the fish- 
ing pier and boat launch area. 

He asks that anyone who 
wishes to take part bring some 
lawn and garden bags. 

Meanwhile, Guzzo is planning a 
meeting for all Ward 7 residents 
who are interested in joining his 
precinct advisory groups. The 
organizational meeting will be 
held at Conte Community School 
on West Union Street at 7 p.m. on 
Monday, May 18. 5 — Ca- Goer. 


to May 8 for the summer play- 
ground and beach programs only. 

The extension is aimed at al- 
lowing people who are attending 
college, as well as area high 
school students, to apply for the 
positions, department officials 
said. 

Employment availability is 
contingent upon the city’s fiscal 
1993 budget, which has not gone 
before the City Council. ¥-#-7 2 





‘Parks commission deals 
with Mets, parade group 


The Parks Commission Tuesday 
_ discussed use of Wahconah Park by 
~ the Pittsfield Mets and the Fourth of 
July Parade Committee, while also 
considering its own policies with re- 
gard to notifying groups about deci- 
sions. 

The discussion about. Wahconah 
Parkinvolved paradecommittee use 
of the facility. Rick Murphy, owner 
of the Pittsfield Mets, said that his 
organization was cooperating with 
the parade group’s schedule. 

The Mets will hold their Friday, 
July 3 game at 1 p.m. to accommo- 
date parade activities: “As muchas | 
don’t want todoit,I’‘Idoit,” Murphy 
said. : 

With regard to other matters, 
Murphy noted that the Mets are in 
the option yearofa lease with thecity 
and that previously expressed con- 
cerns remain: “We're up for a nego- 
tiation on a new contract,” said 
Murphy, “and we always try to co- 
operate ... but the city must remem- 
__ ber that we're running a business.” 

The Parks. Commission does not 
conduct negotiations for the lease 
but is ultimately responsible for 
~ Wahconah Park. 

Murphy and the committee also 
discussed a controversy over a fee 
the Mets have been contractually 
- obligated to pay in exchange for run- 
ning concession sales during a pa- 

rade committee event in August. 
~The Mets made the payment this 
year but not the year prior and 
Murphy has questions about its le- 
gality. Parade President Beverly 
Chartier, in an earlier letter to the 
commission, pointed out the prob- 
lem but noted that Murphy has been 
fair in dealings with the parade 
group. 

Murphy said that the Mets had 
been told that they would gross 
$10,000 from the event but that the 
total was actually around $4,500, 
making the $1,500 payment exces- 
sive. 

“T don’t want to dotheconcessions 
on that night,” Murphy said. “As far 
as we're concerned, I made good on 
the last one ... and now we'll see.” 

In other matters, the commission 
confirmed final details for a snow 
mobile race planned for Onota Lake 
this weekend and learned that the 
Clyde Beatty-Cole Circus has final- 
ized June 13 and 14 for use of the 
Common, pending final contract de- 
tails. 7 | 

The last section of the meeting in- 
volved a discussion of problems with 
a Martin Luther King Day vigil at 
Park Square Monday. 

Organizers had requested use of 
the park but, at a January 6 meeting, 


commissioners determined that only 
the Common, courthouse front yard 
or Park Square sidewalk could be 
used. 

Organizers of the event com- 
plained Monday that they had not 
been notified until late last week. 
They led the vigil across from the 
courthouse onto Park Square any- 
way. | 

Commissionersreiterated that they 
are against use of Park Square for 
such events primarily due to safety 
concerns. 

Cliff Nilan expressed regret about 
the apparent late notification and 
commissioners agreed that a better 
notification system is necessary. 

Chairwoman Paula Virgilio said, 
however, that this communication 
issue does not change the 
commission’ s objections to use of the 
park: “We strongly suggest use of 
the courthouse,” she said, “we'd be 
negligent to have an open policy .... 
[because of] traffic congestion and 
other concerns.” J/-QF— Tt & 


| ° . 
// Applications sou 


~~ This is the final we 
soccer league. The last 
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for summer programs 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation has 
announced that it is accepting 
applications for summer pro- 
grams at playgrounds, beaches 
and the Highland special-needs 
playground. 

Application forms may be 
picked up at the Department of 
Parks and Recreation at 874 
North St., Monday through Friday 
from 9 to 5. 

The applications must be 
turned in no later than Friday, 
April 3, so interviews can he 
scheduled. Ay 

Employment is contingent / 
the approval of the city’s 19Y 


4 
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> PITTSFIELD: The Depart-’ 


ment of Parks and Recreation 
announced that the Highland 
Special Summer Program for 
children with special needs will 
be opening again this year. The 
program begins on Monday and 
runs through Friday, July 31. The 
hours are 9 to 2:30 Monday 
through Friday. 

Applications are available at 
the Department of Parks and 
Recreation office, 874 h h St., 
or by ‘calling 499-9343. 9 /, ie Ny 


_ Summer soc 
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Office, Springside : | 
For more info House, 874 North Street. 


ation, contact Fran Marinaro at 445-5084, vi ed j 9 
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Pittsfield Parks girls’ softball 


- ° vA 2 be | bs 
The Giants won twice in recent play in the Pittsfield Parks girls (a Pittsfield girls softball registration 


softball league major division. The Giants defeated the Dodgers 10-14, . id The Pittsfield Department of Parks and Recreation announced that 
Angela Bianco pacing the winners with four hits including a triple. registration for the girls’ ASA softball league will be held April 25 from 
Monique Mongeau added three hits while Vicky Fink had the game- | 10 to noon and April 28 from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Springside House, 874 
winning home run. Chalis Polidoro had two home runs and four RBI’ -. North St. : 
for the Dodgers. | O To be eligible, girls must be at least 9 years of age by Sept. 1, but not 
The Giants also topped the Orioles, 6-4. Mongeau had three hits foi 17 before Aug. 31. A birth certificate or baptismal certificate will be 


the winners while Monica Penna tripled and Bianco doubled. Clair* . required at registration. There is also a $5 registration fee and $5 
Wilker homered for the Orioles. ? } equipment fee. A parent or guardian must accompany each player to 


a the registration. Ye Jo-dUd 


In other games, the Orioles defeated the Cardinals 8-5. Colleen Doyle 
had three hits for the winners while Angie Penna and Jodie Hol- 
linsworth each had two RBI for the Cardinals. The Dodgers stopped’ | ‘ y , i 
the Athletics 12-7. Shannon Barry had four hits, four RBI and a homer Pittsfield Parks girls Major League 
for the winners while Polidoro added four hits and two RBI. Rebecca me 


O’Connell had two hits and two RBI for the Athletics. # The Red Sox picked up three recent victories in the Pittsfield Parks 


girls’ softball Major League. 


The Red Sox defeated the Blue Jays behind Kristen Leonard’s triple. | Kristen Leonard drove in three runs and Lisa Herrick had three hits 


and four RBI. Lisa Herrick added a triple and two RBI. Mary Beth .~ in a 13-6 win over the Expos, Herrick hit a game-tying triple and 
Berube homered for the Blue Jays. ar scored on a single by Shelly Rheaume with two outs in the seventh in 


“6 a 2-1 win over the Giants and Leonard was 4-for-4 with four RBI and 
The Athletics held off the Expos, 13-10. Rachel O’Connell had three © | Beth Gilardi and Beth Puntin had two hits each in a 13-2 rout of the 
hits and three RBI for the winners while Maureen Michaels had two | Athletics. In losing causes, Rebecca O’Connell had two hits for the 
hits and three RBI for the Expos. The Cardinals defeated the Blue’ % _ Athletics, Leslie Ciepiela pitched a three-hitter for the Giants and 
Jays 12-4. Missy Davis homered for the winners while Katie Hickey. Maureen Michaels had two hits for the Expos. 
added a triple and three RBI and Kellie Rice two hits and two RBI. | In other games, Jodi Hollingsworth had three hits and three RBI 
Sara Reilly homered for the Blue Jays. b ye ) Mt ai | and Kim Boland pitched a four-hitter as the Cardinals won 5-4 over 
oe a Pict the Athletics, Erin Hinkell and Jennifer St. John had three hits each 
as the Blue Jays beat the Orioles 11-8, Erin Ladley and Clair Wilker 
. | had four hits each as the Orioles won 22-2 over the Expos, Kate Righi 
Pittsfield ] ? under team foes 4.2 had five hits and Shannon Barry and Amy Rembish three RBI apiece 
; as the Dodgers defeated the Expos 21-8 and Laura Flynn hit a grand 
The Pittsfield Parks Department age 12-and-under girls’ softball slam and drove in six runs with three hits as the Giants won 9-4 over 
team posted a 4-2 record to earn fourth place in the Paul Caouette the Blue Jays. 
Invitational Tournament in Easthampton last weekend. In losing causes, Hinkell had two hits for.the Blue Jays, Robin 
Pittsfield lost its opener 10-0 to Burreyville, R.1., despite two hits Falkowski two hits for the Athletics, Wilker three hits and three RBI 
from Kristen Perkins. Pittsfield rallied to win its next four, starting for the Orioles and Shannon Wood a three-run homer for the Expos 
with a 12-6 decision over Deerfield, as Erin Ladley had a homer, two against the Dodgers. qv 
doubles and four RBI. Then came a 90-2 win over Greenfield, as lor }% 4 
Ladley had a homer and three RBI and Jennifer Galvagni three hits 
and two RBI. Perkins and Angela Levardi each had three hits and i 
Missy Barnaby and Jeanne Cawse two RBI apiece in a 14-1 rout of P ittsfield P arks wins softball title 


Southampton. The Pj 
Ladley then earned her fourth pitching win and drove in two runs In e Pittsfield Parks Dept. age 14 and under girls’ softball team last 


earn el es Pechiusibad chreehitsiand Levardian d weekend won the Paul Caouette Invitational Tournament in East- 
Bg 0 oe Oe ae Sen add bat baeth tenptow int \ts, fides hampton, going 4-1 and beating Manchester, N.H., 7-0 in the final game 
Zeca RAL Sai ated niiey Hadieniard Katie The Pittsfield 12 and under team took fourth place in their bracket 

and the 16 and under squad did not place. In the 14 and under final, 


Hutchinson. —_ le Ciepi 

Gan a at) 6 a Leslie Ciepiela shut out Manchester by allowing just six hits. Shannon 
Wood had three hits that included two doubles and three RBI for the 
winners. The team beat Burrville, R.I. 15-1 in the first game, as Erin 


q bi 2 iNtiae ? I Murray had three hits and two RBI. They stopped Easthampton 33-2 as 


; f 5 ag : 
Two Pittsfield girls teams go to Danielle: Glerdines and: Bet “sede lepety tact thea: hlity, hme 
, n 4 : 

Two teams from the girls’ softball league of the Pittsfield Parks home Maureen Micheals itn We sa Hac arti aca smi 
Department will participate in the Junior Olympic Smithfield Fire- off Pittsfield 9-2 in the first game of the Aival Ps - er knocked - 
cracker New England Regional Tournament at Smithfield, R.I., this bounded back for the 7-0 win. : Sx perore, Filistield 
weekend. The Pittsfield teams will be participating in three different 6-a5 - q 9° 
divisions ay 

The tournament is a national qualifier, with the top three teams In , 
each division earning berths to the national tournament. Teams from Pittsfield p arks gi ris’ so fthall aa ults 


the five New England states will be participating in the tournament. 3 
Karen Ziter homered and Jessica Morehouse had four hits as the 


Red os beat the Expos 22-17 in Pittsfield Parks Department girls’ 
| ' . | minor league softball play. Jodi Melle had three hits for the Expos. 
| Pittsfield sirls 5th. in state tourney ge hs es beat the Orioles 22-15 as Ziter homered again. © 
| | | ; e Blue Jays won twice, beating the Red Sox 19- 
| The Pittsfield Parks and Recreation age-16-and-under softball team Stracuzzi’s two home runs and six HB and they Lib He ite es 
_ finished fifth in the Massachusetts Junior Olympic Slow-Pitch State 9 with Stracuzzi belting a three-run dinger. The Cards trounced the 
| Championships over the weekend in Amherst. . Pirates 24-9, with Erin Michaels hitting a pair of home runs and they 
___ Pittsfield won its first game 2-0, as Kym Myrick pitched a shutout. also downed the Dodgers 18-12 as Michaels homered while J 
- Erin Hinkell, who went 2-for-2, had a two-run triple to account for both Galvagni had four hits for the Dodgers a0 
the runs. It was downhill from there, as Pittsfield lost 12-0 to Jean Cawse homered for the D re : 
| } odgers in a 23-6 win over the Pirates 

Greenfield and 13-3 to Northampton. V-a>(— ve "a i and Teresa Croce had a homer and five RBI in the Dodgers’ 22-0 win 
over the Pirates. The Giants defeated the Blue Jays 17-7 with Heather 
Smeagal homering for the winners. Katie Huber had three hits in the 


Pitts fi rsh d Parks Mino r L e q ou er esults aie rang ee over the Orioles. Jessica Sinopoli led the Orioles 
| ur hits. 


The Athletics won the first-half championship in the Pittsfield Parks Katie Hutchinson hit a pair of homers in the Athletcis 15-6 win over 
Department girls’ softball Minor League. the Expos. The Athletics edged the Blue Jays 5-3 behind Kristen 
The Athletics were 40 in recent games. They beat the Orioles 13-8 as Perkins’ three hits. Pin TRANG Ss 
Heather Capitanio had three hits and four runs batted in. Angela 7 
Levardi had three hits, including a home run, and five RBI for the 


Orioles. Kris Perkins had five hits in a 19-4 win over the Cardinals and ° © y) 
had six RBI in a 19-3 win over the Red Sox. Capitano’s four hits keyed Pittsfield girls tourney opens today 








the Athletics in a 26-2 win over the Pirates. weer 

The Orioles, meanwhile, chalked up five victories. Levardi had three 
hits and four RBI as the Orioles edged the Dodgers 15-14 in eight 
innings. They beat the Red Sox 90-15 as Levardi had four hits. Nicole 
Wheeler had a triple and three RBI in the Orioles’ 14-13 win over the 
Blue Jays, and Jessica Sinopoli’s three hits and seven RBI paced them 
in a 34-5 win over the Pirates. The Orioles also beat the Cardinals 8-5. 

In other games, the Blue Jays beat the Dodgers 15-11, despite a home 
run by the Dodgers’ Jen Galvagni. The Cardinals beat the Expos 18-5 
and the Blue Jays defeated the Pirates 12-7. 


The Pittsfield Parks & Recreation Girls’ Softball League will host its 
fifth annual slow-pitch softball tournament this weekend at the Berk- 
shire County Softball Complex, with 19 teams competing in three 

' divisions today and tomorrow. : 
Opening ceremonies are today at 8:30, with Parks Department 
- Superintendent John Marchesi, the state softball commissioner, as 
_ guest speaker. Games in the round-robin event begin at 9 both days. 

There are seven teams each in the 12-and-under and 14-and-under 

age divisions, with five in the 16-and-under division. Teams are from 
- Pittsfield, Easthampton, Northampton, Greenfield, South Deerfield 
_ and Amherst from Massachusetts; Enfield, Conn.; North Kingston, R.1.; 
_ Brooklyn, N.Y.; and a Granite State team from New Hampshire. 


tae 
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Craig Rand is one o »f many volunteers who ee tea sports strong 


By Kate Garcia 
The early evening light made 


Taconic’s lush green grounds seem 


like manicured polo fields, sur- 
rounded by jungle. 

From onecorner of the high school 
playing fields came the recognizable 
sounds of a baseball game in high 
gear: “Hold your bat up higher,” 
“We want a hit,” and “The out’s at 
second base.” 

While the ball might have been a 
softballand the players girls between 
theages of 13and 16, many aspects of 
a major league game were evident. 

During the practice, runners slid 
into third, a crackling liner went past 
the shortstop, several pop flies were 
caught in the infield_and outfield, 
and a hitter drove in two runs along 
with her homer. 

All the while, the coach of the Car- 
dinals, Craig Rand, wasencouraging 
the batters, moving back the outfield 


fora strong hitterand showing some-_. 


one how to slide. 

After the practice game, the play- 
ers divided intothree groups forsome 
intensive work on fundamentals. 
They shagged balls in the outfield, 
stopped grounders in theinfield and 
threw to home. 

One group got a little giddy and 
said a few words of cheerful com- 
plaint to Rand. He gestured to a 
marker about fifty yards away. 

They laughed, wheeled around, 
and ran to the spot. When they re- 
turned, they gave extra attention to 
the practice session. 

Helping Rand were his daughter 
Heather and Tom Smith, both assis- 
tant coaches. Heather played catcher 
while her father batted flies to the 
outfield. 

_- Smith, although sidelined with a 
pulled muscle, encouraged the bat- 
ters and discussed the fine points of 
the game with several of the players. 

The Cardinals are but one of sev- 
enteen:teams in the Pittsfield parks 
and recreation department girls rec- 
reational softball league. 

An additional three all-star teams 
play in American Softball Associa- 
tion tournaments throughout New 
England. 

Rand says Pittsfield’s all-star teams 
have been in thestatechampionships 


thelast three years. In 1990, onesquad 
went to Georgia for the Nationals. 

“Girls’ softball is really a great pro- 
gram,” he says. “In the last four or 
five years, it has come a long way in 
the caliber of play.” 

Rand started coaching in 1985. His 
older daughter had been in the pro- 
gram since the age of 9. She begged 
her father to give up his shift work at 
Crane and- -get a day job sO he could 
coach. 

Practice sessions are up to the 
coaches, but usually teams have two 
games and one practice session a 
week. The league starts on June 1, so 
many girls also play school ball. 

“We have slow Pitch in our 
league,” says Rand, “while there is 
fast pitch in the high schools.” 

Rand was president of the league 
for three years, 1988-1991. He is cur- 
rently on theseven-member board of 
directors, as past president. 


up coaching. Ilovetocoach somuch,” 
he adds. “I want to see the kids and 
see what happens to them next year. 
Then, I say the same.” 

“Playing ball has a good effect on 
the girls,” says Rand. “They learn to 


| beteam players, rather than loners.” 


Rand coached boys at CYC basket- 
ball and for the past three years, has 
helped out at their spring softball 
league. “I enjoyed the boys,” he says, 
“but find girls a little more manage- 
able.” 

Interest in girls softballis growing. 

“When I was first involved, there 
were 220 kids and 13 teams in the 
league,” Rand said. “Now there are 
289 kids in 17 teams.” 

This is the third year of a draft. 
“Everyone gets picked but we havea 
draft to even out the teams.” says 
Rand. “Wearenot used toeventeams 
as the league was once lopsided.” 

Itcosts$10tojoin the league: $5 for 
registration and $5 for a team shirt, 


“Tt would be awfully hard to give . 


Kate Garcia 


Cardinal's eddeh Craig Rand is one of many community residents who keep summer youth sports 
leagues going by coaching and serving in other capacities. 


intensive,” says Rand, who coached 
the 12 and under All Stars for several 
years. 

Rand has worked at Crane and 
Company for 22 years. He operates 
the water treatment plant and has a 
class 6 (state) license. 

“Thad worked at Crane for 15 years 
and had moved up the ranks,” he 
says. “There was no further advance- 


which the players can keep. At the | 


end of the season, a picnic is held for 
the teams and the coaches. 

On July 25 and 26, Pittsfield will 
hosta tournament atthe softball com- 
plex on East Street. “This will be the 
only girl’s tournament in this part of 
the state,” says Rand. 

Last year, 20 teams in three divi- 
sions came from throughout New 
England. While the teams are mostly 
“All Stars,” Rand plans to field a “B” 
team again this year. 

All Star players are chosen in the 
middle of May and can play in up to 
five tournaments. “It can be fairly 


ment so I went back to school, while 
I worked full time.” 

He achieved an associates degree 
from BCC and is currently attending 
North Adams State. Rand expects to 
attain an advanced degree in admin- 
istration in 1993. 

_ Rand was born in North Adams 
and after moves to Dalton and Cali- 
fornia, came to Pittsfield in 1968. At 


home, he reads Stephen King and 
newspapers. 

He especially likes to see how “his 
girls” are doing, whether they have 
sports achievements or scholastic 
honors. 

“It’s fun to look back,” says Rand. 
“Maybe you helped make that per- 
son what they are today. It makes 
you feel good.” 





-Giants sweep sirls’ Major playoff 


‘The Giants swept the first two games of a best-of-three playoff with 
the Cardinals for the championship of the Pittsfield Recreational 
‘Softball girls’ Major Division. 

*, Vicky Frink drove in Kelly Southard with the winning run in the 
‘13th inning as the Giants won the opener 9-1. Leslie Ciepiela was the 
winning pitcher in the defensive struggle, in which outfielder Danielle 

Giardina and shortstop Laura Flynn were defensive standouts for the 
_ winners. 
+, Flynn had three hits and four RBI as the Giants clinched the title 
with an 11-5 win in Game 2. Allison Evans and Angela Bianco added 
three hits each and Shana Kerwood two for the Giants. Angela 


A 


Q’Connor had two hits and two RBI for the Cardinals. & fs q ad 
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Photos by Bob McDonough/Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Diamond girls 
in Pittsfield 


Members of Pittsfield’s 12- 
and-under team encourage 
teammates in top photo, while 
pitcher Erin Ladley narrowly 
misses. tagging out East- 
hampton’s Beth Rist at home 
plate in photo at left during 
yesterday’s action in the fifth 
annual Pittsfield Parks and 
Recreation girls’ softball 
tournament at the Berkshire 
County Softball Complex. The 
19-team tournament continues 
through today. 


abl ta 


Pittsfield girls’ softball league — 


The Orioles recently won the round-robin championship in the 
Pittsfield girls’ softball jeague major division, defeating the Dodgers 
15-0 and the Blue Jays 13-5, Against the Dodgers, Stephanie Ladley . 
pitched a one-hitter while Clara Wilker had a triple and four RBI. 
Against the Jays, Ladley had four hits including a home run while 
Colleen Doyle also homered. Erin Hinkle had two triples for the Blue 


Jays. . BH CSe a 


Girls’ softball league seeks umpires 


The Pittsfield Department of Parks and Recreation is seeking 
umpires for its girls’ youth summer softball program. People inter- 
ested in the paid positions should contact Joe Harrison at 443-6372. 





: The Pittsfield age 4& under girls’ softball team placed second this. 
past weekend in the fifth annual slow pitch tournament held at the 


- Complex. The Pittsfield age 12 & under team along with the age 16 & 
under squad competed but did not collect a trophy, which was given to 
the top two teams in each division. 

The Pittsfield age 14 team, which finished 3-1, opened with a 20-4 
rout of Amherst, with winning pitche Leslie Ciepiela scoring three 
runs and driving in three runs. Kate Righi added three hits and six 
RBI while Colleen Doyle had two hits and five RBI. 

Pittsfield stayed hot with a 24-2 win over North Kingston (R.1)). 
Ciepiela was again the winners, with Beth Puntin leading Pittsfield 
with two hits and three RBI. Maureen Michaels added two hits and 
two RBI. 


- Manchester (N.H.), which won this division, stopped Pittsfield 10-2 in 


the third game and held the local team to just two hits by losing 
pitcher Ciepiela and Missy Davis. Pittsfield finished the tournament 
with a 13-1 victory against Enfield (Conn.). Jackie Rembish had two 
hits including a double and three RBI for the winners. Shannon Wood 
had two hits and one RBI. . 

The Pittsfield age 16 team went 1-3 in their four games. Pittsfield 
opened with a 10-9 win over Easthampton. Angela O’Connor had two 
hit including a triple and three RBI for the winners. Shelly Rheaume 
added two hits. | | 
_ The Pioneers defeated Pittsfield 8-4, with Erin Hinkell getting two 

RBI for Pittsfield while Stephanie Ladley and Rheaume each had two 
hits. | 

The Brooklyn Saints scored a 5-3 win over Pittsfield in the third 
game. Rheaume had two hits including a home run while Gina Bishop 
had two hits including a triple. 

In the finale, Greenfield drubbed Pittsfield 10-2. Laura Flynn had 


two hits to lead Pittsfield. 


Area Softball 


Pittsfield teams are ‘co-champions 


The Pittsfield Parks and Recreation age 12 & under and age 16 & 
under girls’ softball teams each earned co-champion status in a rain- : 


shortened tournament played this past weekend in Greenfield. _ 


The Pittsfield 12 & under squad went 3-0 to share honors with the | 


Apponaug (R.I.) Blue team. Pittsfield opened with a 15-14 win over 


Apponaug Red, battling back from a 10-0 deficit to finally win the game 
in the eighth inning. Jennifer Galvagni led the winners with four hits © 
and six RBI. Kristen Perkins added four hits while Erin Ladley had | 
‘two hits and three RBI. ; 9 

Pittsfield bombed Vernon (Vt.) 21-2 in the second game. Angela 


Lavardi had four hits and three RBI, Perkins three hits and three RBI, 


Galvagni four hits and two RBI and Katie Hutchinson with three hits: 


and four RBI. Ladley added a three-run home run. . , 
Pittsfield finished with a 13-5 win over Greenfield. Ladley, Galvagni 
and Erin Michaels all had two hits while Jen Cawse had four RBI. _ 
‘Ladléy pitched all three games. for Pittsfield while Galvagni was the 
hitting star, with 11 hits in 14 at bats. 


The Pittsfield age 16 team was the four-time defending champion of 


the tournament, and went 3-0 to share honors this year. 
Stephanie Ladley pitched all three games for the local team, 
allowing five runs, striking out four and not giving up a walk. Jen St. 


John was Pittsfield’s top hitter, with four hits that included three ~ 


- home runs and a triple. St. John also accounted for six RBI. Laura 


Flynn added five hits and four RBI while Ladley had four hits and — 


three RBI. Shelly Rheaume, Laura Cawse and Gina Bishop all had 
four hits while Angela O’Connor finished with three hits. 


The Pittsfield 16s defeated Granite State (N.H.) 4-2, Leominster 6-3" 


Y-/\- ta 


and Johnston (R.1.) 7-0. 





Pittsfield sirls’ softball team earns state championship _ 
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By Brian Sullivan 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


oe Remember that neat bunch of 


‘ 


a 


12-year-old girls from Pittsfield 


that won the state slow-pitch 


softball championship two years 
ago and went on to play in the 
_ nationals in Meridian, Miss? 


Well, they’re baaaack! 

The Pittsfield Parks Depart- 
ment 14-and-under slow pitch 
softball team emerged from a 
field of six last weekend to win 


the ASA Junior Olympic state 


championship at Nonotuck Park 
in Easthampton. The nucleus of 


- this team played on the 12-year- 


old squad of 1990. 


| Veteran team 


“All but two of the 16 girls on 


this year’s team were on that 12- 


year-old team,’’ said Joe 


McGovern, who coached this 
year’s state winners and was also 
coach of the age 12 team two 
years back. 


This year’s Pittsfield age 12 
team also played in Easthampton 
over the weekend and placed 


third. The Pittsfield age 16 team ° 


will try its luck in the state tour- 
nament this weekend in Amherst. 
Pittsfield is slowly becoming a 
mecca of quality girls’ youth 
softball, with this year’s champi- 
onship making three straight 
seasons the city has produced a 
state champion. Last year the 
Pittsfield age 14 team won the 
state crown, following the 12-year- 
olds’ success in 1990. 
McGovern did say that, unlike 
the team in 1990, this year’s team 
will not be traveling to the na- 
tionals, which is being held in 


two weeks in Sacramento, Calif. 
The key, he said, was the two- 
week time frame. 

“We had three weeks to raise 
about $12,000 two years ago,” said 


» McGovern, whose team traveled 


by bus to the nationals in Missis- 
sippi. “And the economy is dif- 
ferent now than two years ago.” 


Big hurdle 


~The hurdle this year is a two- 
week window needed to raise 
about $25,000. 

“NO way we would take a bus,” 
said McGovern, who added that 
air fare would be needed for 
about 27 people connected with 
the team. “No doubt, the kids 
deserve to go. And if there’s 
someone out there willing to fly 
us out, we’d love to go.” | 

Winning a state championship 
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is one way to make the nationals. 


_ The other is to place in the top 


three in a regional qualifier. 
Pittsfield played in that tourna- 
ment last week but placed fourth 
overall. 


“If we had qualified last week 
and had three weeks to raise the 
money, we might have tried,” said 
McGovern, who added that the 
team may instead play in a tour- 
nament in Rhode Island later in 
the summer. 

Nationals aside, the Pittsfield 
team showed plenty of grit in 
winning the state title. The local 
girls had to battle back through 
the losers’ bracket, needing to 
defeat longtime rival Amherst 
twice after losing to Amherst 
earlier in the tournament. 

Pittsfield drew a bye in the first 
round and defeated South Deer- 
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field 4-1 in the second round of 
play. Leslie Ciepiela, who was 
Pittsfield’s pitcher throughout the 
tournament, held South Deerfield 
to two hits while Rebecca 
O’Connell had three hits, includ- 
ing a double. 


But trouble was looming ahead. 
Amherst came back from a 3-0 
deficit and defeated Pittsfield 7-3, 
sending the local team into the 
losers’ bracket of the double- 
elimination tournament. 

The loss didn’t sit well with the 
Pittsfield players. In fact, 
McGovern said it helped to put a 
tiger in their tank. 

“The coaching staff felt that 
Amherst was our equal or even a 
better team,” McGovern said. 
“And we weren’t sure how our 
kids would react to a loss. I think 
the kids were expecting to win 
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this tournament. They had won 
the states two years earlier, and 
we won a tournament a couple of 
weeks ago against many of the 


same teams we faced this week- 


end.” 


Revenge begins 


South Deerfield was the first 
victim of Pittsfield’s revenge. The 
locals scored eight runs in the 


first inning en route to a 10-1 win. © 


Shannon Wood led the winners 
with two hits, including a triple 
and five RBI. Maureen Michaels 
added three hits, including a 
double and one RBI. 

“Coming back with an eight-run 
inning made us feel good at that — 
point,” McGovern said. 

Pittsfield still needed to defeat 
Amherst two straight games to 


SOFTBALL, continued on C2 
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Area Sports — 


Pittsfield junior erid sion-up begins 


Pittsfield Junior Football to open 


The Pittsfield Junior Football League will open its 34th season 
today, with B Division games at 10 and noon at Reid Middle School. 


The Lions play the Rams in the opener and the Browns play the 
Giants in the nightcap. The A Division opens tomorrow with the same 
‘matchups at the same times at Wahconah Park. -/9-9 dW 
The regular season will run six weeks, concluding Oct. 25. 


Registration for the Pittsfield Junior Football League will begin 
-Monday and Tuesday between 6 and 8 p.m. at the warming house at 
the Common on First Street. To be eligible, players must be Pittsfield 
‘residents age 9 to 13. There is an A Division for players 12 and 13 and 

a B Division for age 9 to 11. ; | 

Tryouts will begin Aug. 24 at 6 p.m. at the Common. New candidates 
must attend at least half the tryouts to be selected, and all candidates 
must bring a medical waiver from a physician. Any eandidates who 
will be away during tryouts should contact the Department of Parks 
and Recreation, 499-9343. 


Pittsfield Juniors: Browns, Rams 2.0 


The Browns and Rams both improved to 2-0 i 
-0 in the Pittsfiel 
Football League by posting victories Sunday. | ae 


, | 3 Jeff Benham passed 24 yards to J : 
. i ‘red at registration, and a parentor ; yards to J.C. Chadwell in the first quarter f 
A $10 equipment fee will be required at res! Pp the game’s only score as the Rams pulled out a 6-0 win over the Gate. 


guardian must accompany each player. Further information may be cubioh: Borin 
obtained by contacting the Park Department. & of 3 ¢ 9 Q en ns of 34 yards from Bill Auger and 25 yards from Phil. 


Joe Zwinglestein scored on a 56- ; 

| yard run on the first play of the 

game for the Lions, but the Browns prevailed on tadhaowad by J... 

Torra, Dan Warren, Jerome Sistrunk and Troy Schultz. Torra also. 

scored a pair of conversion runs. oF, Ate oe 
Oo eh FO De 


Junior football ticket sale | Qe7-% 2 


The Pittsfield Junior Football League will conduct its annual city 
door-to-door season ticket sale on Sunday, beginning at 10 a.m. All 
league coaches and players will participate in the sale and will be 
recognized by wearing their football jerseys. Anyone wishing to help 
should report to the Pittsfield Common on First Street at 9:30 a.m. 


Pittsfield: Browns improve to 3-0 


Joel Brassard returned an interception 15 yards for a first-quarter 
touchdown, and that was all the scoring as the Browns scored a 6-0 win 
over the Rams in a battle of unbeaten teams in the Pittsfield Junior 
Football League season. 


Browns, Rams win J r. orid openers Brassard had two other interceptions, including one near the goal 


The Browns and Rams opened the Pittsfield Junior Football League: 


season with shutout victories yesterday, as the Browns blanked the 
Giants 16-0 and the Rams whitewashed the Lions 14-0. 

Troy Schultz had a 2-yard TD run and J.T. Torra had a 6-yard 
scoring run for the Browns. Shane Clark had a 30-yard run for the 
Giants. 

For the Rams, D.D. Powell ran a 29-yard sweep for one touchdown 


line in the fourth quarter, for the Browns, who improved to 3-0. D.D. 
Powell had an interception and a pair of 10-yard runs to lead the 
Rams, who fell to 2-1. , 
In other action, Shane Clark had a 5-yard touchdown run and James 
Flynn a 6-yard touchdown run, both in the second quarter, as the _ 
Giants won their first game of the season, 12-0 over the Lions. Angel 
Torres had a 55-yard run for the Lions, now0-3. /o-S-?@% 


and J.C. Chadwell returned a punt 34 yards for another. Chadwell also 
had a conversion run. @ Bo 


Pittsfield Jr.: Browns score shutout 


Dan Warren’s five-yard touchdown run in the third quarter broke a 
scoreless tie as the Browns advanced to a 14-0 victory in the Pittsfield 
Junior Football League. Troy Schultz hit J.T. Torra with a nine-yard 
touchdown pass in the fourth quarter for oe game's final touchdown, 

e Sistrunk scored on a two-point conversion. . 
porieae te rallied from a fourth-quarter deficit to defeat the Giants 
14-12. Jeff Benham’s 75-yard touchdown pass to D.D. Powell proved to 
be the difference in the games. The Giants scored first on Jimmy 
Flynn’s two-yard TD run, coming after a pass interference penalty. 
The Rams took an 86 lead in the third quarter when Benham 
connected with Dave Carmel on a 51-yard touchdown pass and Powell 
ran for the two-point conversion. Flynn scored his second touchdown 


_» In other action, Jeff Benham threw 26 yards to Dave Carmel in the on a 14-yard run in the fourth quarter, after Phil Blanchard blocked a 
second quarter and 43 yards to D.D. Powell in the fourth as the Rams punt. That set the stage for the final touchdown. //)- D 0 — Leak 


improved to 3-1 with a 14-8 win over the Lions (0-4). Paul Zwinglestein = 
-had a 4-yard TD run and Joe Zwinglestein a conversion run for the 


Lions. 
ions Va ey ot fa 


Pittsfield Jr.: Browns battle to 4-0 


ss J.T. Torra’s 5-yard touchdown run in overtime enabled the Browns to 
complete a late comeback and defeat the Giants 12-6, improving to 4-0 
_in the Pittsfield Junior Football League. 
iA Le Giants (1-3) had taken a 6-0 lead on John Sinopoli’s 31-yard 
-touchdown run in the third quarter. The Browns tied it when Dan 
Warren ran 21 yards for a touchdown in the fourth quarter. The Giants 
had a second-and-goal late in the fourth quarter, but the Browns held. 
‘In overtime, both teams got a chance to score on four plays from the 
10-yard line. After the Browns held the Giants out of the end zone, the 
Browns’ Jerome Sistrunk gained 5 yards on his team’s first play 
.setting up Torra’s scoring run. | 


‘Pittsfield: Browns, Giants win shutouts 


The Giants and Browns both posted shutout victories Sunday in the 
Pittsfield Junior Football League. 

Shane Clark ran 35 yards for a touchdown and added the conversion 
in the second quarter as the Giants edged the Lions 8-0. Joe Zwing- 
lestein had an interception for the Lions. 

Joel Brassard recovered a fumble and rumbled 32 yards for a 
touchdown in the first quarter, and then intercepted a pass that set up 
Fred Conyers’ three-yard TD run in the fourth quarter as the Browns 
shut out the Rams 12-0. 

League awards presented Sunday included the sportsmanship award 
to the Rams’ John DeForest and the Fred P. Garner Achievement 
Awards to Bob Smith of Samel’s Deli for support of the league and Bill 


Marcil for many years of service. / Bre eye fi a 


Happy family members gathered at the Polish Falcons Club on 
Sunday for the Junior Football awards banquet. \|~\?~ * 
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At Deming Park Tuesday, the St. Joseph Central High School baseball team hosted a squad from 


McCann. Schools and organized youth leagues are among the more constant users of the city’s park 
systems. 


Photos by Russ Potak 


At left, Curtis Dittmer plays 
with his. GI Joe toys. 


At right, Peter Sulock and 
Tasha visit the park and 
watch the big boys play. 


Posted signs warn of penalties for the use of motorized vehicles on city parks, but that doesn't stop 
people from tearing up the fields with their gas guzzlers. 


Walter Briggs is an unhappy neighbor of Marchisio Park. He says 
that he has seen vandalism and misuse of the park, including 
motorized vehicles on the grass and use of the park after hours. 
Briggs, who lives on the Dalton side of the street, said that he has 
complained to city officials about the park for years. 


Although the Parks Department sponsors only a 
small fraction of the programs it did in earlier decades, 
the parks and playgrounds remain popular. 


The Parks Commission consists of volunteers — 
likewise, volunteers are working to revitalize parks 
across the city. - 





/Pittsfield Minor League registration _ 
Registration for the three divisions of the Pittsfield Minor baseball 


_ league will be held Saturday from 10 am. until noon and again on 
Monday from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 


Candidates for the North Division should register at the Pecks Road 
fire station while South Division players should register at the Holmes 
Road fire station. The West Division will hold registration at the West ~ 
Housatonic Street fire station. 


Any youngster who will be. at least age eight but not more than age 
\2 on Aug. 1 is éligible. Beg og 


Minor League playoffs open tonight 


The Pittsfield Minor League baseball championship playoffs open 
this evening, with North Division winner Lock Shop Vs. West Division 
winner J. Colvin Glass at 5:30 at St. Mark’s baseball diamond. The 
winner will play South Division champion Burger King on Wednesday 
at 5:30. Rain dates will be Tuesday and Thursday. & = jo 7 36 


THE OFFICERS OF THE MINOR LEAGUE OF 
PITTSFIELD, INC. give a belated but sincere 
“THANK YOU” to the following sponsors who made it 


possible for over 350 boys and girls to play baseball. 


Berlin Lumber Co. Tog Mold, Tool & Die 

A-Mart Burger King 

Jimmy’s Restaurant Pittsfield Sporting Goods 

Fahey Beverage Co. J. Colvin Glass 

Elm St. Car Wash Randall’s Trophy Shop 

Dalton Ave. Variety Nichols Pharmacy 

Flynn’s Pharmacy Lakewood Industries, Inc. 

Civitan Club Tax Comp, Ine. 

Tyler St. Car Wash Quality Kitchen & Bath Ctr. | 

Lock Shop | Vietnam Vets, Chapter 65 
| Greenleat’s 


Auto Body, Inc. | 
Airy \>/; f Lacy 





Pittsfield North Little League 
' Colt Insurance and the Fire Department each posted two recent 
_ victories in the Pittsfield North Little League. 


For Colt, Matt Nachbauer drove in two runs in a 5-4 win over Besse- 
Clarke and Ryan Gallagher drove in two in a 6-5 win ‘over Dave’s 


Sporting Goods. Steven Jamula had two hits for Besse, and Chris | 


Burke and Jake Kellar two each for Dave’s. 

_ For Police Department, Fred Conyers had three hits and two RBI in 
a 7-4 defeat of Elks Club, and he added a homer and two other hits in 
an 8-6 victory over Fire Department, which got two hits from Jessie 
Mole. 

In other action, Tony Marano pitched a three-hitter and struck out 
13 and Jake Kellar homered as Dave’s won 5-1 over Elks, which got two 
hits from Jamie Bateman. Brian Clark had two hits and two RBI as 
Fire Department outlasted Allessio Masonry 11-10. Tommy Allessio and 
Mark Mozzi had three hits each for Allessio. Allessio had four hits and 
Dave Goldenberg three as Allessio Masonry won 12-3 over Besse- 
Clarke, which got a homer and single from Jamula. 


Pittsfield South Little League 


John Marchetti pitched a pair of shutouts and Sean Conaghan had 
two hits in each game as Burger King opened its South Little League 
season with back-to-back 2-0 victories over Italian-American Club and 
Samel’s Deli. He struck out. six against Italian-American, which got 
two hits from Nick Litano. — 

City Savings Bank also posted a pair of wins as Jeff Gordon struck 
out 12 and hurled a two-hitter ina 2-1 win over East Side Pizza, while 
_Mark Hebert fanned 12 and Chris Yon had three hits in a 10-4 defeat of 
_Virgilio’s. Kris Ireland had two hits for Virgilio’s. 

Kevin Daury struck out eight and Brian Jefferson and Luke Lemberg 
had two hits each as Teo’s won 5-2 over Virgilio’s, which got two hits 
from Ireland. Litano had three hits and three RBI and Errin Rice had 
two hits as Italian-American outlasted Stevenson 12-11. Jeff Nelson had 
three hits and four RBI for Stevenson. Kevin Goetze got the win and 
Mark Rochelo had three hits as East Side beat Teo’s 4-3. Also, Chris 
Bard struck out six and Matt Bileux had two hits and two RBI as 
Samel’s won 8-3 over Stevenson. 


Pittsfield West Little League 


, J. Colvin Glass won a pair of games in the West Little League, as Jeff 
Baumann struck out nine in a 3-2 win over Civitan and winning pitcher 
Cory O’Brien hit a three-run homer in a 4-3 win over Friendly Ice 
Cream. Jason Frazier struck out seven for Civitan, and Mike Jones had 
two hits for Friendly. . 
* In other action, Kenny Berkeley struck out eight and hit a homer, 
‘double and single while Matt Maloy added three hits as Parkside won 
11-8 over Itam, which got a three-run homer from Scott Shove. Winning 
pitcher Billy Chapman had two hits and Aaron Belanger three as 
Silver Screen beat Jimmy’s Restaurant 10-7. Jimmy’s got 11 strikeouts 
from losing pitcher Mike Beuth and a homer from Ryan Lahey. 

Shove homered and Jason Harrington had three hits as Itam won 12- 
‘6 over Civitan, which got two hits from James Maloney: Joe Maffuccio 
struck out 10 and Beuth had a homer and single in Jimmy’s 6-1 
triumph over Parkside. Chris Lahart had a double and single for 
‘Parkside. Winning pitcher Mike Jones had two hits as Friendly won 17- 
11 over Silver Screen, which got three hits each from Chapman and 


Billy Kenny. | S-4 oa. TS. 
Pittsfield South Little League 


Jeff Gordon was the winning pitcher as City Savings Bank won two 
‘recent games in the Pittsfield South Little League. He struck out four 
‘and Jeff LeDuc had two hits in a 4-1 win over Burger King, then he 
contributed two hits and Mark Palmer had two hits and two RBI in a 7- 


1 defeat of Stevenson Insurance. Sean Conaghan had two hits for. 


Burger King. 

_ Ryan Campagna had two doubles and four RBI, Kevin Daury had 
‘four hits and four RBI and winning pitcher Bryan Jefferson had three 
hits as Teo’s beat Stevenson 11-2. John Marchetti struck out five and 
_ drove in two runs, while Justin Olewnik had two hits as Burger King 
.won 11-1 over Teo’s. Chris Bard got Samel’s 4-2 victory over East Side 
Pizza, which got two hits from Kevin Goetze. Jeff Soldato drove in 
three runs and Erin Rice two as Italian-American Club defeated 
Virgilio’s 19-4. Pete Farkas had three hits and three RBI, David 
Warren two hits and two RBI, and winning pitcher Joey Yannone two 
hits as East Side won 6-1 over Italian-American Club. 


Pittsfield North Little League 


Jake Kellar played a major role in a pair of wins by Dave’s Sporting 
Goods in the Pittsfield South Little League, belting a pair of homers 


and driving in seven runs in a 13-6 win over Besse-Clarke, then hitting | 


another homer and combining with Tony Morano for a one-hitter in a 
3-2 win over Police Department. Matt Mongeon had two RBI for Besse. 
Allessio’s Masonry also scored a pair of wins, as Dave Goldenberg 
pitched two-hit ball for six innings and Jason Williams drove in both 
runs in a 2-1 extra-inning triumph over Colt Insurance, then Williams 
drove in two runs in a 7-6 win over Police, which got two hits from Jeff 
Streeter. 
Elks Club was another two-time winner, as Jamie Bateman homered 
and Nick Burke and Jesse Phillips had four hits each in a 14-3 win 


over Fire Department, then Ed Ferris pitched a one-hitter and 


‘Bateman had three hits and two RBI in a 9-0 shutout of Colt. Tom 
Lampiasi had three hits for Fire Department. | 

_ Brian Clark and Ken Hover homered, and Clark and Danny Kochap- 
‘ski had three hits each as Fire Department won 15-9 over Besse- 
Clarke, which got three hits from Stephen Jamula. Le rages | ss 
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Little League ‘Vegas Night’ tonight 
to benefit the Pittsfield Little League Baseball 


ay isht” 
(le ee abe 7 to midnight at the Itam Lodge on 


program will be held tonight from 

Constitution ae ce . 
Admission is $2, and door prizes an 

Proceeds will be used to buy equipment for the Pittsfiel 


and West Little Leagues. 


d refreshments will be available. 
d North, South 


3-6-TWa. 


Youth league sets Vegas night | 
The Little Leagues of Pittsfield will | 
be holding a Vegas Night on Friday, 
7:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m. at the Itam | 
Lodge. Admission is $2.00; re- 
freshments and door prizes will be 


available. 5 -$- g oe 


Pittsfield Little League sign-ups set 


Registration for the three div 
will be held March 28 from 10 until noon and on March 3 


p.m. 

New candi ne ae 
Pecks Road fire station, while sou 
ter at the Holmes Road station and the West League 


isions of the Pittsfield Little League 
0 from 6 to 8 


: i t the 

for the North Little League should register a 
es th League candidates should regis- 
will hold 


registration at the West Housatonic Street station. 


\ 


Any youngster who wil 


12 on Aug. lis eligible. | 
Tryouts will be April 4 and 5, and the league seaso 


unday, May 3. 


1 be at least nine years old but not more than 


n will open on 


3-23-97 


Pittsfield Little League sign-ups set 


Registration | 
will = held March 28 from 10 until noon an 


mM. 
New candidates for the 
Pecks Road fire station, w 
ter at the Holmes Road sta 
registration at the West Housat 
Any youngster wh 
12 on Aug. 1 is eligib 
Tryouts will be A 
Sunday, May 3. 


ivisl of the Pittsfield Little League 
for the three divisions TRANS arier NYS 
j ister at the 
North Little League should regis 
hile South League candidates should regis- 
tion and the West League will hold 
onic Street station. 
o will be at least nine years old but not more than 


There is a $20 registration fee. 
oa 4 and 5, and the league season will open on 


F-AD®- 4a. 


Pittsfield Little League tryouts 


Pittsfield Little League tryouts will be held tomorrow morning at 9. 
The West Little League tryouts will be held at Taconic High School in 
the school gymnasium. North Little League tryouts will be held at the 
Brown Street field on Springside Avenue. The South Little League 


Players ages 9 to 12 are welcome to try out.’ 


7 beginning at 10 a.m. Unifor 
will sell candy door to door, 
Little League program. This 1s the league’s only cl 


of the year. 


tryouts will be held at Deming Park. 7 UY SH Go. 


Little League candy sale June 7 


The Pittsfield Little League will conduct its annual candy sale June 


med players from all three city leagues 
with proceeds to benefit the Pittsfield 
tywide fund raiser 
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Pittsfield West Little League 


Itam posted four victories and Friendly Ice Cream three in recent 
West Little League action. | 

For Itam, winning pitcher Scott Slove had two singles and a two-run 
homer in a 7-2 win over J. Colvin Glass, Jason Harrington and Matt 
Boulais had two hits each in a 5-1 win over Jimmy’s, Slove had two hits 
in a 7-6 win over Civitan and Jason Harrington and Brian Hashim each 
drove in three runs in a 17-2 win over Parkside. Mike McDonald 
picked up two victories for Itam. 

For Friendly, Justin Nolte had three hits and two RBI in a 14-4 win 
over Civitan, Mike Jones and. winning pitcher Nolte each had three 
hits in a 12-5 win over Colvin and Ryan Mahoney pitched a 12-4 win 
over Silver Screen. eR 

Parkside picked up two victories, as Chris Lahart hit a three-run 
homer and Kenny Berkley and Matt Maloy had three hits each in an 8- 
4 win over Jimmy’s and Lahart went 4-for-4 to back Maloy’s pitching in 
a 7-3 win over Silver Screen. 

In other action, Aaron Mandell had two hits and two RBI and Jim 
Maloney got the win as Civitan defeated Colvin 3-0, Joe Maffuccio 
pitched the shutout as Jimmy’s blanked Friendly 14-0, Aaron Belanger 
pitched Silver Screen to a 10-4 win over Jimmy’s and Jeff Bauman 
struck out 15, he and Chris Lipa had three hits each and Karen Carlo 
had a two-run double to highlight an eight-run final,inning that gave 
Colvin a 9-8 win over Silver Screen. | 6 ? -F DU 


eo 
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_ Silver Screen; Mike MacDonald fanned 12 and Harrington had a grand 


4 The Berkshire Eagle, Sunday, May 31, 1992 


{ 


Youth Baseball 


Parkside wins four in West League 


Itam won four recent games and Civitan three, both notching a pair 

of shutouts in the West Little League. 
For Itam, Bruce Blake struck out 10 and had three hits and Jason 
. Harrington had a homer, single and two doubles in a 16-0 win over 


slam and triple in a 12-0 win over Friendly; Harrington had a single, 
double and homer in a 10-1 win over Jimmy’s Restaurant, and 
Harrington had two homers, Matt Boulais a homer and double and 


-. Scott Shove had two hits to back MacDonald’s pitching in a 14-3 win 


over J. Colvin Glass. | 
For Civitan, Jimmy Maloney pitched a one-hitter with 12 strikeouts 
- and added two hits and two RBI in an 11-0 shutout of Silver Screen; 
. Jason Frazier pitched a shutout and Aaron Mandell had four hits in a 
. 17-0 rout of Jimmy’s and winning pitcher Maloney had a single, double 
and triple in an 8-4 win over Parkside, which got a two-run homer 
from Matt Malloy. 
Parkside also won three recent games. Kenny Berkley struck out 12 


» and had three hits and Chris Lahart had a two-run homer in a 6-5 win 


: over Silver Screen; winning pitcher Jerome Sistrunk had a single and 


-, double in a 8-6 defeat of Friendly and winning pitcher Berkley had 


three hits and Lahart another two-run homer in an 8-4 victory over 


-°+ Colvin. Karen Carlo had two hits for Colvin and Aaron Belanger two 


. hits and three RBI for Silver Screen. | 
_ Friendly earned a pair of wins, as Justin Nolte and winning pitcher 


“. Mike Jones had two hits each in an 11-5 triumph over Civitan and 
-' Jones had four hits to back winning pitcher Nolte in a 9-8 win over 
-' Friendly. Frazier had three hits for Civitan. 


In other games, Belanger had a three-run homer and Billy Chapman 
got the win as Silver Screen beat Colvin 7-6 and Chris Shaker had 
three hits and winning pitcher Jeff Baumann two as Colvin won 10-4 


-. over Jimmy’s, which got two hits from Joe Maffuccio. 


-. Pittsfield South Little League 


Burger King and Samel’s Deli each won two recent games in the 
Pittsfield South Little League. 
For Burger King, John Marchetti and Justin Olewnik combined on a 


2 


“ five-hitter and Shawn Conaghan had two hits in a 6-5 win over 


Stevenson and Conaghan had two hits and three RBI in a 7-2 win over 


~ East Side Pizza. Nick Ramsay had three hits for Stevenson and Pete 
_ Farkas two for East Side. 


For Samel’s, Chris Bard had two singles and a homer in a 9-8 win 
over Teo’s and winning pitcher Chris Bard homered and drove in two 
_ runs to edge Italian-American Club 4-3. Brian Jefferson had three hits 


i for Teo’s. 


In other action, Brian Jefferson and Kevin Daury combined to strike 


, out 11 and Jefferson had three hits and two RBI as Teo’s beat City 


, Savings Bank 5-0; Sean Adams pitched the shutout as Virgilio’s 


-, defeated East Side 1-0; Mark Palmer struck out eight to pitch City 


, Savings Bank to a 6-0 win over Italian-American Club, and Matt Mazzer 
had two RBI as Stevenson beat Virgilio’s 7-3. 


: Pittsfield North Little League 


‘, Colt Insurance and Elks Club each picked up two recent wins in the 
Pittsfield North Little League. : 
+ For Colt, Darin Aiken pitched a three-hitter and had two hits in a 4-3 


4 


win over Fire Department and Chris O’Neil had three hits and two 
RBI in a 6-2 victory over Police Department. Brian Furlano two for 
», Police. 


w 


For Elks, Eddie Ferris had five hits, including two. homers, and 


~: eight RBI in a 15-0 shutout of Besse-Clarke and Tom Pierce had two 


o 


_ 


- hits in a 4-2 defeat of Allessio Masonry. Matt Mongeon had two hits for 
. Besse. ; 
In other action, Mongeon had two hits and Justin Rando drove in 
two runs as Besse-Clarke beat the Police 7-5, Tony Marano had two 
hits and Sean Curley two RBI as Dave’s Sporting Goods defeated 
. Allessio 4-2 and Jesse Mole drove in two runs as Fire Department won 


.- 84 over Dave’s, which got two hits from Tony Marano plus Jake 


. Kellar’s fifth homer of the year. 


Pre 


Pittsfield North Little League 


Alessio’s Masonry won a pair of games, beating the Police Dept. 18-2 
and Colt Insurance 10-5. Joey Quagliano led the winners in the first 
game with three hits and six RBI, while Jason McKeever collected two 
hits for the Police Dept. Tommy Allessio led his team in the second 
game with two hits and four RBI, while Eric Codding had a triple and 
RBI for Colt. > 

Dave’s Sporting Goods edged Besse-Clarke 5-2 with Tony Manaro 
pitching a two-hitter and getting 14 strikeouts. Frank Mahar had both 
Besse’s hits. The Fire Dept. beat the Elks, 6-3. Kenny Hover led the 
Fire Dept. with three hits, including a home run. A nei gael 

(Ve Fe. 


South Little League 


Burger King beat Virgilio’s 7-2 behind winning hurler Robbie Curry. 
Sean Adams, who had two hits and two RBI, took the loss. City Savings 
Bank stopped Samels 13-9 as Mark Hebert had two hits and two RBI 
and was the winning pitcher. Gerard Tillman had two hits and Kurt 
Kamienski had a triple and two RBI for CSB. East Side Pizza knocked 
off Stevensons 6-3 as Kevin Goetze and Mark Rochelo combined for a 


 six-hitter. Dan Proskin had three hits for the winners, Jeff Reynolds 


two for Stevenson’s. Teo’s blanked Virgilio’s 12-0 as Brian Jefferson 
had three hits and three RBI. Kevin Daury, Charlie Flynn and Pat 
Tamburino also had three safeties for the winners. Bryce Kinnas had. 
a pair of hits for Virgilio’s. City Savings Bank nipped East Side Pizza 
2.9 as Mark Palmer had two singles and a double. Kevin Goetze was 
the winning pitcher, Pete Farkas had two hits for East Side. Steve- 
nson’s nipped IAC 5-4 as Jeff Nelson smacked two hits and had three 
RBI. Nick Ramsey got the win. Nick Litano had a single and two RBI 


for IAC. Aa] [-%2_ 


North Little League 


Besse-Clark defeated Colt Ins 


three hits and Frank Maher Me wate 8-5 as Stephen Jamula had 


two RBI led Besse. Ray Cook had a 


ment 6-2 with David Goldenbe 
for the winne 
five RBI and 


Pittsfield North Little League 6-31-73. 


Elks won twice. in recent North Little League play. Ed Ferris 
andJoey Bateman combined on a one-hit, 14-strikeout performance in 
4 9-0 win over Allessio Masonry. Ferris added a home run and three 
RBI for the winners. The Elks also defeated Besse-Clarke 11-6, with 
Jeremy Bigelow leading the way with two hits. Frank Maher had two 
hits for Besse. 

The Police Department topped Besse-Clarke 11-3. John Sinopoli led 
the winners with four hits, including a home run and three RBI. 
Stephen Jamula led Besse with two hits. Allessio Masonry edged 
Dave’s Sporting Goods 6-4, with winning pitcher David Goldenberg 
spinning a two-hitter. Tony Marano had a home run and three RBI to 
lead Dave’s. 

Fire Department hung on to defeat Colt Insurance 13-9. The winners 
were led by three hits each from Danny Kochapski and Brian Clark 
while Nicholas Lovallo added a home run and three RBI. Matt 
Nachbauer and Ray Cook had two hits each for Colt. 

Dave’s edged Fire Department 3-2, with Tony Marano pitching four 
innings of hitless relief. Nicholas Lovallo had a triple and RBI to pace 
the Fire Department. Colt edged the Police 10-9, with Eric Codding 
and Ryan Gallagher each collecting three hits for the winners. The 
Police were led by Ryan Bazinet’s two hits and three RBI. 
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Youth Baseball 


Pittsfield South Little League 


City Savings defeated Burger King 4-2 in a playoff game to decide 
the Pittsfield South Little League first-half champion. Winning pitcher 
Jeff Leduc had two hits and one RBI while teammate Mark Hebert 
added one hit and one RBI. Sean Conaghan had two hits and two RBI 

r Burger King. 
ee aie pineield South games, City Savings defeated Trish Amer- 
ican Club 9-8. Winning pitcher Mark Palmer led City Savings with a 
double, triple and two RBI. LeDue added two RBI. Joe Miller tripled 

d two RBI for IAC. 

itt doubled Samel’s 4-2. Winning pitcher Brian J efferson homered 
and had three RBI. East Side Pizza won 4-2 over Teo’s behind winning 
pitcher Joe Yannone and Mark Rochelo, who each had two hits and 
one RBI. John Marchetti had two hits including a double for Burger 
King. | : | 

chet Adams got the win as Virgilio’s stopped Stevenson's J-2. IAC, 
meanwhile, dropped Teo’s 5-2. Trip Cave was the winning pitcher 
while Erin Rice’s two doubles led the offense. Ryan Campagna had 


two singles for Teo’s. 





Pittsfield South Little League 


The Italian-American Club picked up two wins last week, earning a 
2-1 win over Burger King and a 6-0 decision over Virgilio’s. Trip Cave 
was the winning pitcher and Nick Litano and Erin Rice had two hits 
each in the first game for IAC. John Marchetti and Eric Castine had 
two hits each for Burger King. Terry Regan was the winning pitcher in 
IAC’s second win and Litano had a single, double and three RBI. 

City Savings Bank defeated Virgilio’s 8-7 as Jeff LeDuc had 14 
strikeouts to gain the win. Charles Holt had a triple and Jeff Gordon a 
double for CSB. Sean Adams was the losing pitcher and also had three 
hits. Kast Side Pizza defeated Teo’s 12-4 as Winning pitcher Joey 
‘Yannone had two hits and two RBI. Pat Lange had two RBI for Teo’s. 
Yannone was again the winning pitcher as East Side beat Samel’s 9-3. 
Mark Rochelo had a double and a single for the winners, while Chris 
Bard had a double for Samel’s. John Marchetti had two singles as 
Burger King beat Teo’s, 4-1. Paul Lange had a double for Teo’s. Chris 
Bard had a homer, a single and two RBI as Samel’s outslugged 
Stevenson’s 11-10. Gerard Tillman added two doubles and a triple. Jeff 
Nelson led Stevenson’s with a homer and four RBI. Stevenson’s 
rebounded with a 4-2 win over CSB as Ryan Niedzwiecki was the 


winning pitcher. bGe-Nb- Aa 


Pittsfield North Little League 


' Tony Marano allowed one hit and struck out 15 to lead Dave's 
Sporting Goods to a 2-0 win over the Elk’s Club to highlight recent play 
in the North Little League. Maraon had two hits to lead the offense 


while Joey Bateman had the sole hit for the Elk’s. 


- Colt Insurance defeated Besse-Clarke 8-4, with Eric Gooding getting 
three hits for the winners and DArin Aitken two RBI. Stephen Jamula 


had three hits and two RBI for Besse’s. 


Pittsfield South Little League 

The Pittsfield South Little. League recently named its age 11-12 all- 
star team. Members of the team include the following: 

Justin Olewnik, John Marchetti and Sean Conaghan of Burger King; 
Jeff LeDuc, Mark Palmer and Jeff Gordon of City Savings; Joey 
Yannone of East Side Pizza ; Erinn Rice and Nick Litano of Italian 
American Club; Chris Bard, Gerard Tillman and Kurt Kamienski of 
Samel’s Deli and Bryan Jefferson and Kevin Daury of Teo’s. 

In recent league games, East Side Pizza, City Savings and Burger 
King. all won twice. East Side defeated Samel’s 8-1, with Mike Rochelo 
homering twice for the winners. Winning pitcher Joey Yannone added 
two hits. Lenny Beucler doubled and Kurt Kamienski singled twice for 
Samel’s. East Side edged Teo’s 3-1. Mark Rochelo was the winning 
pitcher and doubled while Bryan Jefferson pitched well in a losing 
effort. 

City Savings outscored Stevenson’s 16-9. Jeff Gordon got the pitching 
win while Dan Albano led the winners at the plate with four hits 
including a triple. Ryan Niedzwiecki had a triple and three RBI for 
Stevenson’s. City Savings held off Virgilio’s 9-4, Albano again the big 
hitter with two doubles and a triple for winning pitcher Gordon. 

Burger King edged Teo’s 5-3, with Justin Olewnik cracking a home 
run for the winners. Sean Conaghan added two hits including a 
double. Bryan Jefferson homered for Teo’s while Kevin Daury added 
three hits. Burger King stopped IAC 10-2 behind winning pitcher 
Robby Curry. Justin Olewnik was the big hitter for the winners, getting 
three doubles and five RBI. John Marchetti and Phil Cohen each had 
two hits. Erinn Rice, Terry Regan and Nick Litano all singled for IAC. 

IAC nipped Stevenson’s 6-4. Tripp Cave earned the pitching win 
while Nick Litano and Terry Reagan each had two hits for the 
winners. K.C. Collins singled for Stevenson’s. VAS A Or PZ 
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Dave Goldenberg threw a complete game as Allessio Masonry 
stopped Fire Department 5-1. Mark Mozzi had three hits for the 
winners while Kenny Hover had two hits for the Fire Department. 
Nick Burke, Joey Bateman and Andy Mickle each had three hits in the 
Elk’s 20-0 win over the Police Department. Three Elk’s pitchers 
combined on a no-hitter. | 

Besse-Clarke’s edged Allessio’s 5-4, with Joe Quagliano getting two 
hits for the winners. David Galvagni and Sara O’Brien combined 
pitching duties for the winners. 

Dave’s defeated Colt Insurance 14-2. Jake Kellar struck out 16 and 
allowed one hit and added four hits offensively for the winners. Ray 
Cook had the lone hit for Colt. 

Tom Lampiasi had three hits for the Fire Department in a 9-2 win 
over the Police Department. Luke Baynes added two RBI for the 


Pittsfield North Little League 


A pair of strong pitching performances highlighted recent play in 


the Pittsfield North Little League. 


Tony Marano threw a three-hitter and struck out 14 to lead Dave’s 
Sporting Goods past Besse-Clarke 5-2. Chris Burke had two hits and 
Jason Arsenau tripled to lead the winners. Jake Kellar, meanwhile, 
struck out 15 and allowed two hits to lead Dave’s past the Police 5-1. 
Kellar had three hits and Burke two hits for the winners. 

In other games, Allessio Masonry outlasted Colt Insurance 14-12. The 
winners were led by Joe Quagliano’s four hits and Tom Allessio’s three 
RBI. Darin Aitken and Matt Barber each had two hits for Colt while 
Ryan Gallagher chipped in with a home run. 

Jason Fields had three hits and three RBI to lead the Elk’s Club toa 


winners while John Sinopoli had two hits for Police. b-2 $- FA 13-1 win over the Fire Department. Eddie Ferris also homered for the 


winners while Jesse Phillips and Andy Mickle each collected two hits. 
Tom Allessio had three hits and two RBI to pace Allessio Masonry to 
an 11-1 win over the Police. Todd Borletto and Brian McCarty each 
added two hits for the winners. 

Fire Department edged Besse-Clarke 8-6, with Ken Hover’s home 


Pittsfield South Little League 


Virgilio’s, City Savings, Burger King and Samel’s Deli all won twice 
in recent play in the Pittsfield South Little League. run and two RBI the big offensive thrusts. Mike Bramer added a triple 
Virgilio’s defeated East Side Pizza 4-1 behind winning pitcher Sean for the winners while John Beattie led Besse with three hits and three 
Adams. Bryce Kinnas had two hits including a double while Sean RBL 
Adams and Kris Ireland each added two hits for the winners. Mark Joey Bateman struck out nine in three innings of relief to help lead. 
Rochelo homered and doubled for East Side while Pete Farkas the Elk’s past Colt 4-2. Matt Nachbauer had the only hit for the Colt 
doubled. ws team. 4 Sa 5 

Virgilio’s also edged Teo’s 9-8. Ryan Hitt was the winning pitcher 
and had offensive support from Mike DeLeo, who had three hits 
including a double. Sean Adams had four hits and two RBI. Brian 
Jefferson had three hits including two doubles for Teo’s while Ryan 
Cunningham had two hits. 

City Savings defeated Samel’s 13-2 behind winning pitcher Jeff 
Gordon. Dan Albano had two home runs for the winners while Chris 
Yon cracked a pair of doubles. Chris Bard homered and singled for 
Samel’s. City Savings also edged East Side 4-3. Jeff LeDuc was the 
winning pitcher and Mark Hebert doubled for the winners. Mark 
Rochelo had two hits including a home run for East Side. 

Burger King stopped Stevenson’s 6-4, with John Marchetti getting the 
pitching win. Justin Olewnik doubled twice and had a triple for the 
winners while Marchetti added two singles. Jeremy Kline doubled and 
had three RBI for Stevenson’s. Burger King also defeated Virgilio’s 9-4, 
with Marchetti on the mound again. The pitcher had three hits while 
Olewnik added. a triple. Keith Ireland tripled and Mike DeLeo had two 
hits for Virgilio’s. 

Samel’s topped the Italian-American Club 12-8, Chris Bard led the 
winners offensively with a home run and two doubles. Mike Filio 
added two singles. Erin Rice had three hits including a triple for 
Italian-American while Trip Cave had a double. Bard got the pitching 
win for Samel’s in a 6-2 victory over Burger King. He also homered, 
doubled and had four RBI. Kurt Kamienski added two hits for the 
winners. Sean Conaghan had two hits for Burger King. 

In other games, Teo’s defeated City Savings 4-3. Brian Jefferson was 
the winning pitcher while the offense was supplied by Mark Hebert’s 
double and two singles from Chris Yon. East Side ees Steve- 
nson’s 10-2, with Joey Yannone getting the pitching win. OQ) 3 FT *) 


Berkshire County Little League tourney 


Defending champion Adams leads a 12-team field into this year’s 
Berkshire County Little League championship, which will kick off with 
two games on Wednesday. The double-elimination tournament will run 
through July 27, when the championship game will be held at a site to 
eee hea bite Games throughout the tournament will be held at 
eltner the Pittsfield North field at Springside Park or the Pittsfi 
West field at Clapp Park. bee 

Other teams competing in this year’s tournament include Cheshire. 
Lee, Dalton-Hinsdale, Great Barrington, Pittsfield North, Berkshire 
Hills, Pittsfield South, Lanesboro, Williamstown, Pittsfield West and 


North Adams. ‘g a Py a 2 


Pittsfield West names all-stars 5), ¢/2. 


The Pittsfield West Little League recently named its all-star team. 
Representing the league in this year’s Berkshire County champion- 
ships are Jason Harrington, Scott Shove, Mike McDonald and Bruce 
Blake of ITAM, Jeff Bauman and Corey O’Brien of J. Colvin Glass, Joe 
Maffucio and Mike Beuth of Jimmy’s Restaurant, Nick Delmolino of 
Civitan, Matt Maloy and Jerome Sistrunk of Parkside Restaurant, 
Justin Nolte and Mike Jones of Friendly’s and Aaron Belanger of 
Silver Screen Restaurant. 


ltam, East Side to play for city title 


Itam of the West League defeated Dave’s Sporting Goods of the 
North League 5-2 Thursday, earning a berth in today’s Pittsfield Little 
‘League championship game. 

Itam will play South League champion East Side Cafe today at 5:30 
at Deming Field for the city title. j | 

Thursday, Scott Shove had a homer, double and Single and Jason 
Harrington had two doubles and a single as Itam rallied from a 2-1 
deficit to defeat Dave’s. Bruce Blake was the winning pitcher, and. 


Tony Marello took the loss. CF — FQ: 





Pittsfield South Little League 7-/> ~ "2 


Seven different teams earned victories in recent play in the Pitts- 
field South Little League. 

Teo’s defeated Stevenson’s 13-1, with winning pitcher Kevin Daury 
getting three hits and three RBI. Brian Jefferson added three hits 
while Charles Flynn had a hit and two RBI. Pat Dwyer had three hits 
and Jeff Nelson two doubles for Stevenson’s. 

East Side Pizza routed Italian American Club 16-2. Joey Yannone got 
the pitching win and was backed by the hitting of Mark Rochello, who 
had three hits including a home run and six RBI. Dave Warren 
doubled and added three RBI for the winners while Pete Farkas had 
two doubles. 

IAC came back for an 11-0 win over-.Virgilio’s. Trip Cave had the 
shutout on the mound while Erinn Rice homered and added two 
singles to pace the offense. Joey Miller added two hits including a 
double. Bryce Kinnas doubled for Virgilio’s. 

~Stevenson’s held off Virgilio’s 11-4, with Jeff Nelson homering and 

_ driving in three runs for the winners. Pat Dwyer and Matt Mazzer each 
added two hits. Keith Ireland and Jacob Harrington each had two hits 
for Virgilio’s. 

City Savings Bank won a slugfest from IAC, 21-11. Mark Palmer went 
wild at the plate with two doubles, two home runs and eight RBI. Nick 
Litano had four hits including a home run for IAC. Samele’s edged 
Virgilio’s 1-0, with winning pitcher Chris Bard striking out 13 en route 
‘to a no-hitter. Bafd had a triple at the plate and drove in the only run 
‘of the game. fit ster 

Burger King edged East Side 8-5. John Marchetti was the winning 
pitcher while Justin Olewnik had two doubles and four RBI. 


Pittsfield North Little League 


The Pittsfield North Little League recently selected its all-star team. 
Members of the squad include Jake Kellar, Tony Marano, Matt 
‘Wilkinson and Chris Burke of Dave’s Sporting Goods, Eric Codding of 
‘Colt Insurance, Tom Allessio and David Goldenberg of Allessio Ma- 
sonry, John Sinopoli of Police Department, Brian Clark and Ken 
Hover of Fire Department, Nick Burke, Jesse Phillips and Joe 
Bateman of the Elk’s Club and Stephen Jamula of Besse-Clarke. 

In recent league games, the Elk’s and Fire. Department each won 
three times. 
| Fire defeated Colt’s 10-2, with Matt Reilly leading the winners with 
three hits. Matt Nachbauer collected two hits for Colts. Fire edged 
‘Dave’s 6-5, with a two-run double by Nicholas Lovallo the big hit for 
Fire. Tony Marano had three hits for Dave’s. Fire also defeated Besse- 
Clarke 7-4. Danny Kochapski, Brian Clark and Kenny Hover all had 
a ae for the winners. Brandon Williams had two hits for Besse- 
clarke. 

The Elk’s stopped Besse-Clarke 11-3. Jesse Phillips had two hits and 
Ed Ferris three RBI for the winners. Stephen Jamula homered for 
Besse’s. Ferris had the win and combined with two teammates on the 
mound in a 3-2 win over Colt. The game was a no-hitter despite Colt’s 
two runs. Phillips’ two hits paced the winners. Elk’s edged Allessio’s 7- 
6, with Joe Bateman getting two hits and Eric Auger two RBI for the 
‘winners, Tom Allessio had two hits for Allessio’s. 

The Police defeated Besse-Clarke 10-2. Fred Conyers’ three hits and 
three RBI led the winners while Robbie Papallo and Paul Phelps each 
added two hits. Stephen Jamula had two RBI for Besse’s. 

In a pitching duel, Tony Marano of Dave’s defeated Dave Golden- 
berg of Allessio’s 2-0. Marano threw a two-hitter and struck out 12 
while Goldenberg allowed one hit and whiffed nine. Marano had 
another big day on the mound in a 13-1 win over Police. He struck out 
13 and homered offensively. Jake Kellar helped the offense with two 
home runs. 

Colt edged the Police 6-5, with Darin Aitken getting the pitching win 
and John Sinopoli nailing a home run and three RBI. 7 {3-9 
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Pittsfield West Little League. 


Itam defeated J. Colvin Glass 13-1 in the league’s end-of-season 
championship game. Itam had won the league’s first half while J. 
Colvin was the second-half winner. | 

The winners had a huge game from Rick Molari, who clouted three 
home runs and had eight RBI. Molari’s solo shot in the second tied the 
game 1-1 while his two-run blast in the third sent Itam ahead. Molari 
added a grand-slam homer in the fourth. 

There were other offensive stars for the winners. Phil Tooley had 


County tournament game rained out 


Yesterday’s Berkshire County Little League tournament game be- 


three doubles while John Harrington had a three-run home run among 
his three hits. Scott Shove also homered for Itam, which gave plenty of 
support to winning pitcher Bruce Blake, who struck out nine and 
- allowed two hits. 


Jeff Bauman started for J. Colvin, which had an RBI single by Chris - 


- Shaker. 
- In recent league games, Civitan defeated Friendly’s 7-6. Jason 
Frazier was the winning pitcher while Nick Decolina had three hits. 
Justin Nolte had two hits for Friendly’s. Parkside Tavern stopped 
Silver Screen 12-4 for winning pitcher Kenny Berkley. 

J. Colvin took Parkside 10-1, with Cory O’Brien getting the pitching 


win. Chris Lahart homered for the winners while Chris Lipa and Chris . 


Shaker each had three hits. Bruce Blake had three hits and Scott 
_ Shove a grand-slam home run in Itam’s 18-7 win over Friendly’s, which 
had two hits from Mike Jones. 

_ Parkside edged Civitan 6-5, with Jermaine Sistrunk getting the 
pitching win. Kenny Berkley had the game-winning RBI for Parkside. 
Jim Maloney threw a shutout in a 2-0 win for Civitan over Jimmy’s. 
- Todd Adriance took the tough defeat. Jeff Bauman, meanwhile, was 
tough for J. Colvin, earning the pitching win in a 16-1 win over Silver 


tween Pittsfield North and Williamstown at the Brown Street Field 
was postponed by rain and has been rescheduled for today at 5:30. 

' Also today at 5:30, Pittsfield South plays North Adams at 5:30 at 
Clapp Park. The loser will be eliminated, and the winner plays the 
Brown Street loser tomorrow for a berth in Monday’s championship 
game against today’s North-Williamstown winner. 


Dave's wins North Little League title 


Tony Marano pitched a four-hitter, struck out 10, had three hits and 
drove in both runs as Dave’s Sporting Goods edged Elks Club 2-1 in the 
finale of their best-of-three playoff for the championship of the 
Pittsfield North Little League. For the Elks, Joey Bateman pitched a 
four-hitter, with Eddie Ferris and Nick Burke collecting two hits each. 

The Elks won the series opener 2-1 in 11 innings; as both Bateman 
and Marano went nine innings, allowing three hits and striking out 15 


- each. Bateman and Dave’s Jake Kellar each had two hits. 


' Dave’s tied the series as Kellar tossed a four-hitter in a 13-1 victory. 
Kellar and Dave Carman each drove in three runs and Marano had 


D-lo- Fa 


Pittsfield South and North Ad- 
ams staved off elimination last 
night in the Berkshire County 
Little League tournament. 
Staying alive out of the losers’ 
bracket, Pittsfield South elimi- 
nated Dalton-Hinsdale from the 
double-elimination event with a 
12-2 win at Clapp Park. At 
Springside Park, North Adams 
dropped Pittsfield West out of 
contention with a 7-1 win. 

Tonight's sole game will be at 
Springside, with undefeated 
teams Pittsfield North and Wil- 
liamstown matching up. There’s a 
' bit of history that goes with to- 
night’s game, as Williamstown has 
eliminated Pittsfield North from 
‘ the tournament the past three 
years. 

The winner of tonight’s clash 
_ will move to the championship 
game on Monday at a site yet to 
be determined. | 

Tomorrow night’s game at 
Clapp will have North Adams 
against. Pittsfield South, with the 
loser of that game eliminated. On 
_ Saturday, tonight’s loser will play 


: ws 


Little League 


tomorrow’s winner at 5:30 at a 
field yet to be decided. Saturday’s 
winner will move into Monday’s 
championship round out of the 
losers’ bracket and will have to 
win on that night to extend the 
tournament one extra day. 


South 12, Dalton—Hinsdale 2 


PITTSFIELD — Dalton- 
Hinsdale, which was the visiting 
team, led 1-0 in the second inning 
on Andy Opatkiewitz’s RBI single 
that scored Mike Hagmaier, who 
had doubled and moved to third 
on Kurt Russett’s single. 

Pittsfield South came back to 


take a 3-1 lead in the third and, 


put the game away with an eight- 
run fourth. In the third, winning 
pitcher B.J. Jefferson stroked a 
two-run double while Chris Bard 
added a fielder’s choice RBI. 


Jefferson came through again ; 
in the fourth with another two- . 
run double. Bard drilled a two-: 


* PITTSFIELD 
‘pitcher Bruce Hartlage stifled 
Pittsfield until the home sixth, 


three hits. 
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Pittsfield South, N. Adams stay alive 


run home run while Sean Con- 
aghan added a two-run single. 
The other two runs in the frame 
were unearned. 


The teams traded single runs in 
the fifth inning. Andy Kirk. had a 
fielder’s choice RBI for Dalton- 
Hinsdale while John Marchetti 
had an RBI single for South. 


Jefferson, pitched 4% innings, 
allowing three hits while striking 
out three and walking five. Justin 
Olewnik. pitched the final out of 
the fifth while Marchetti came on 
to finish the game in the sixth. 
Russett was Dalton-Hinsdale’s 
starting pitcher. 


Jefferson’s two doubles and 
four RBI highlighted the South 
offense; which. also had two hits 
each from Mark Palmer, Olewnik 
and Kirk Kamienski. 


North Adams 7, West 1 
— Winning 


when Jason Harrington broke the 
shutout with a home run. Hart- 


lage allowed only three hits, 
struck out seven and walked two. 
Bruce Blake went the distance 
for Pittsfield, striking out five. 


North Adams scored all the 
runs it would need in the second 
inning. Jesse Bourelle led off the 
frame with a home run while the 
second run scored on Seth Gaud- 
reau’s RBI single that plated 
Nate Cariddi, who singled and 
moved to second on a grounder. 


The lead grew to 40 in the 
third when North Adams scored 
twice more. Seth Christopher — 
singled and scored on Bourelle’s 
double. Bourelle advanced to 
third on a ground out and scored 
on Cariddi’s grounder. North 
Adams added three unearned 
runs in the fifth, Christopher get- 
ting that rally started with a 
double. 


- Bourelle led the winners with a 


double and home run _ while 
Christopher and Gaudreau each 
added two hits. Blake and Mike 
Jones had the other two hits for 


_ Pittsfield West. Ho a8 be ,] Y 





Little League 7/54/42 


South scored three runs in the 
last inning to knock off Pittsfield 
North, while Lee scored two in 
the fifth to break a 1-1 tie en 
route to a 3-1 victory over Wil- 
liamstown. 

South and Lee are scheduled to 
meet in the championship game 
next Sunday at 1 p.m. at the 
Cheshire Little League Field. 


County final tonight 


Pittsfield South is seeking to 
make a sweep of the county Little 
League titles, as the South all- 
stars play Williamstown tonight at 
5:30 at Brown Street Field in 
Pittsfield in the Berkshire County 
championship game. Williams- 
town is unbeaten in the county 
tournament, so a South victory 
tonight would force a final show- 
down tomorrow. 


South 4, North 1 


South, which led 1-0 despite 
being held hitless through five 
innings, broke through in the top 
of the sixth, when Randy Rus- 
sell’s leadoff single broke up the 
no-hitter, Keith Wells added an 
RBI single and two more runs 
scored on North errors. 

North rallied with a run in the 
bottom of the sixth when Nick 
Teti and Dave Galvagni singled 
and Jason McKeever delivered 
Teti with an infield grounder. But 
reliever Brian Luiasz got a game- 
ending double play to halt 
North’s rally. 

Brian Cullen, who pitched a 
two-hitter into the sixth inning 
and struck out six, got the victory. 

South had taken a 1-0 lead in 
the first inning when Megan Do- 
yle walked and stole three bases, 
scoring on the front end of a 
double steal. Joe Fillio, who 
struck out eight in 5% innings, 
took the loss for North. 


secs 


Little League 
playoff opens 


PITTSFIELD — The Berk- 
shire County champion Pitts- 
field South all-stars will] open 
Play in the district Little 
League tournament today at 
9:30 at Mill River Field in 


- Amherst. 


To get to the ‘field, take 
Route 9 to Amherst. Go past 
the shopping malls and Mc- 
Donald’s on your right, and 


turn left onto Route 116 North. 
Go to the first traffic light and 
turn right, and at the next light 
turn left. Then take a quick 
right onto Route 63. There will 
be a small Shopping center on 
the right, and Mill River Rec- 
reational Complex is a few 
hundred feet farther on the 


right. a ae y ‘e 


Pittsfield North Little League, 


Pittsfield South gains 


berth in county final 


PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield 
South fought its way into the 
Berkshire County Little League 
championship game, using a big 
nine-run third inning to pin a 10-1 
defeat on Pittsfield West yester- 
day at Clapp Park. 

Waiting for Pittsfield South will 
be Williamstown, which is un- 
defeated in the tournament to 
date. Tomorrow’s championship 
game is scheduled for 5:30 p.m. at 
the Pittsfield North field at 
Springside Park. Because they 
came out of the losers’ bracket, 
South will need to defeat Wil- 
liamstown twice to claim this 
year’s title. 

A second game, if needed, will 
be played Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. at 
Springside. Williamstown can 
clinch the title with a win tomor- 
row. 

The South team has been on a 
mission since losing to North 
Adams 3-0 early in the tourna- 
ment. The Pittsfield squad 
avenged that loss on Friday, 
scoring a 12-2 win, and then 
routed its city rivals yesterday to 
gain the finals. 

B.J. Jefferson was right in the 
thick of things for the winners. 
Jefferson was the winning 
pitcher, striking out nine and 
scattering four hits in a complete- 


Williamstown 
gains final; 
South wins 


PITTSFIELD — Williamstown 
rode a 12-run fifth inning to a 13-5 
win over Pittsfield North last 
night at Brown Street Field, 
earning a berth in the champion- 
Ship game of the Berkshire 
County Little League Baseball 


Tournament. on Yi = ee q 


Little League 


At Clapp Park last night, Chris 
Bard drove in five runs as Pitts- 
field South eliminated North 
Adams 12-2. South will play North 
today at 5:30 at Clapp in the 
loser’s bracket final, with the 
winner advancing to the champi- 
onship game against unbeaten 
Williamstown Monday at 5:30 at 
Brown Street Field. If Williams- 
town loses that game, a final 
championship showdown will be 
Tuesday night. 


Little League 


game performance. He also 
scored a run and drove in an- 
other in the South’s nine-run 
third. 


South had taken a 1-0 lead in 
the second. Chris Bard led off the 
inning with a double, moved to 
third on a grounder and scored 
on Nick Litano’s grounder. 


Bard helped ignite the next 
frame, smacking a long three-run 
home run that followed a bunt 
single by Justin Olewnik and a 
walk to Jefferson. Other high- 
lights from the nine-run inning 
included a two-run double by Joe 
Yannone, an RBI double by Ole- 
wnik an RBI single by Bard and a 
fielder’s choice RBI by Jefferson. 


The North team broke Jef- 
ferson’s shutout bid in the home 
sixth, when Ken Hover belted a 
one-out home run. Other North 
hits included a double by Joe 
Bateman and singles by Tom Al- 
lessio and Steve Jamula. Hover 
and Bateman split pitching duties 
for the North team. 

Bard had three hits to lead the 
South while Olewnik chipped in 


Little League 
is rained out; 


Legion shifts 


Pittsfield South’s opening 
round game in the District Little 
League Baseball Tournament 
against Amherst was rained out 
yesterday. Pittsfield and Amherst 
will try again today at 5 at Mill 
River Field in Amherst. 

Pittsfield won the District 1 ti- 
tle by sweeping Williamstown 14-5 
and 16-0 earlier this week. Am- 
herst is the District 2 champion. 


Legion rescheduled 


Game 2 of the second round 
American Legion playoff series 
between Lanesboro and Grafton 
Woods has been rescheduled to 2 
o'clock at Jeff Reardon Field 
tomorrow. The game was origi- 
nally scheduled -at 3:30. The se- 
ries opens tonight, at 7:30 at 
Grafton Woods. BY arin Gi Wt 


For Colt, Darin Aiken pitched a three-hitter and 

se Over Fire Department and Chris O 
In a 6-2 victo 

ee ry over Police Depart 

| Por Elks, Eddie Ferris had five hits 

eight RBI in a 15-0 shutout of Besse-Clar 

hits in a 4-2 defeat of Allessio Masonry. 


utte had two hits in a 4-3 
Neil had three hits and two 
ment. Brian Furlano two for 


including two homers, and 
ke and Tom Pierce had two 
Matt Mongeon had two hits for cageaie Photo by Mark Mitchell 


Out of there ge 8/ ta 


i ilson of Williamstown is tagged out at the plate in the first inning 
Dittefield South catcher B.J. Jefferson during play in the Berkshire County Little 
League championship game last night at the Springside Park field. Pittsfield South 


won 14-5 forcing a game today. Story on Page C3 


ce 7-5, Tony Marano had two 
Dave’s Sporting Goods defeated 
wo runs as Fire Department won 
S from Tony Marano plus Jake 


_ hits and Sean Curley two RBI as 

_ Allessio 4-2 and Jesse Mole drove in t 

- 8-4 over Dave’s, which got two hit 
. Kellar’s fifth homer of the year. 
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' Pittsfield 
a big winner, 14-5 


By Brian Sullivan 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The South has 
risen. Now it’s up to Williams- 
town to stem the tide. 

Pittsfield South defeated Wil- 
liamstown 14-5 yesterday at the 
Springside Park field to extend 
the Berkshire County Little 
League tournament one extra 
game. Williamstown had rolled 
through the tournament unbeaten 
heading into last night and could 
have clinched the county title 
with a win. Pittsfield South, 
meanwhile, has been playing out 
of the losers’ bracket since being 
blanked by North Adams 3-0 in 
the second game of the tourna- 
ment. 

' Tonight’s winner will begin 
state tournament play on Friday 
_at 5:30 p.m. at either Longmeadow 
Or Amherst in a _ single- 
elimination game. 

' The South team locked this one 
up early yesterday, leading 11-1 
after two innings. The Pittsfield 
squad did most of its damage in 
the second inning with nine runs. 

Starting pitcher Chris Bard 
launched a long two-run home 
run in the first inning to get the 
Pittsfield club rolling. Bard’s 
drive pulverized the windshield 
of a car that was parked about 50 
feet beyone the centerfield fence. 

Williamstown cut that lead in 
half with a run in the visitors’ 
second. Chris George scored Mike 
Pleines on a sacrifice fly. Pleines 
had opened the frame with a 
single and advanced to third on 
Starting pitcher Scott Farley’s 
double. 


Roof falls in 


' But the roof fell in on Wil- 
liamstown in the home second. 
The big hits for Pittsfield in the 
nine-run explosion were two-run 
singles by Justin Olewnik and 
Nick Litano, a two-run double by 
Sean Conaghan and an RBI single 
by Joe Yannone. | 


South 


Little League 


morrow [Tuesday] we can make 
the plays, get some good pitching 
and cut down Pittsfield’s big in- 
ning.” 

Added Yamaoto, “We’re capa- 
ble of winning, but we’ve got to 
forget about this one.” 

Despite a convincing win, 
Pittsfield coach Matt Stracuzzi 
warned his team not to be over- 
confident for today’s rematch. 

“Our kids know that the next 
game could be totally different,” 
Stracuzzi said. 

B.J. Jefferson, who scored three 
runs for Pittsfield yesterday and 
is expected to be the starting 
pitcher today, is well aware of the 
task that lies ahead for the Pitts- 
field team. 

“We’ve got to get the lead and 
then keep it up,” Jefferson said. 
“We’re confident because every- 
body’s been working hard and 
giving 100 percent at every prac- 
tice on every day.” 

Gerald Tillman and Jeff Gordon 
each had RBI doubles as Pitts- 
field scored three times in the 
third to take a 14-1 lead. Wil- 
liamstown showed some heart in 
the fourth, scoring four runs to 
cut the lead to 14-5. Bard allowed 
a walk and hit the next batter 
before being relieved by John 
Marchetti. 


Holland’s hit 


Marchetti loaded the bases by 
walking George, and Matt Hol- 


land drove in a pair of runs with 
a double. The third run scored on 
Andrew Herr’s sacrifice fly while 
the fourth run walked home after 
a balk call. 

Marchetti settled down and re- 
tired the last six Williamstown 
batters in the final two innings. 
Nick Wilson, who relieved Farley 
In the second, pitched some gutsy 
ball and didn’t allow a hit or run 


August 4, 1992 — 


Little League 
schedules new 
tourney for 


league champs 


Little League all-star teams 
have had their day in the sun this 
summer. But a new “Berkshire 
County Tournament of Champi- 
ons” has been scheduled begin- 
ning this week for league cham- 
pion teams throughout the 
county. 

The league champions taking 
part include Itam from Pittsfield 
West, Dave’s Sporting Goods from 
Pittsfield North, B&K Optical of 
Lanesboro, Video File of Lee, 
Rotary of North Adams, Brode- 


rick Electric of Dalton, E.W.° 


Degere of Adams and Delmolino 
Construction/Cheshire Police 
from Cheshire. Pittsfield South is 
also scheduled to take part but 
has not yet determined a cham- 
pion. 

Burns Field in Cheshire and 
Bard Field in Adams will host the 
tournament, with games sched- 
uled Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
and Monday. The championship 
game will be Tuesday, Aug. 11, at 
Cheshire. All games are at 5:30. 

The schedule features South vs. 
North at Adams on Thursday; 
Adams vs. Lanesboro at Adams 
‘and Lee vs. West at Cheshire, 
Friday; and Dalton vs. Cheshire 
at Cheshire and North Adams vs. 
the South-North winner at Ad- 
ams, Saturday. 

Monday’s semifinals feature the 
Lee-West winner vs. the Dalton- 
Cheshire winner at Cheshire and 
North Adams-South/North winner 
vs. the Adams-Lanesboro winner 
at Adams. 


Little League sign — 
ups Start Saturday — 
- Registration forthethree divisions 
of the Pittsfield Little Leagues have 
been scheduled for Saturday from 10 


a.m. to noon and Monday from 6 - 8 


p-m. | 
_ Newcandidates forthe North Little 
League should register at the Pecks 
Road fire station and tor the West 
League, at the West Housatonic Street 


- fire station. 
Any youngster who will beat least - 


9 years old, but not more than 12 on 


August 1, is eligible to play. Every - 


Little League member will participate — 


in every league game. There is a $20 
registration fee to defray the league's 
cost. 


Tryouts will be April 4and 5, and ~ 


the league will open on Sunday, May 


3. The league’s annual door-to-door — 


candy sale will be Sunday, June 7. 
Information regarding the Little 
League boundaries may be obtained 
from the Department of Parks and 
Recreation. 5S QQ &- 7 a_ 


“Pittsfield made some good ; goad 
se a in the final two innings. Defen- 
i ee coach Roger sively, Pittsfield shortstop Ole- 
moto said. “Hopefully to- wnik made several fine plays. 


fae ie eee 


- Pittsfield South Little League 


Burger King and Samel’s Deli each won two recent games In the 
Pittsfield South Little League. 

‘For Burger King, John Marchetti and Justin Olewnik combined ona 

“| Gve-hitter and Shawn\Conaghan had two hits in a 69 win over 

-’ Stevenson and Conaghan had two hits and three RBI in a 7-2 win over 

-' Bast Side Pizza. Nick Ramsay had three hits for Stevenson and Pete 


Farkas two for East Side. 
- For Samel’s, Chris Bard had t 


* over Teo’s and winning pitcher C : 
- runs to edge Italian-American Club 4-3. Brian Jefferso 


_ for Teo’s. ) | 
* In other action, Brian Jefferson and Kevin Daury combined to strike 
- out 11 and Jefferson had three hits and two RBI as Teo’s beat City 
. Savings Bank 5-0; Sean Adams pitched the shutout as Virgilio’s 
-. defeated East Side 1-0; Mark Palmer struck out eight to pitch City 


- Savings Bank to a 6-0 win over Italian-American Club, and Matt Mazzer 
had two RBI as Stevenson beat Virgilio’s 7-3. eGine 45) [- q <i 


wo singles and a homer in a 9-8 win 
hris Bard homered and drove in two 
n had three hits 


East Side wins Pittsfield Soulll title 


East Side Pizza finished its season in a blaze of glory. First, East 
Side defeated Burger King in a playoff game 8-4 to determine the 
second-half champion. East Side then beat first-half champion City 
Savings Bank 3-2 to capture the overall South Little League title. 

Against Burger King, Joe Yannone was the winning pitcher with 
relief help from Mark Rochelo, who had a home run, double and two 
RBI. Nick Riccarini added two hits for the winners while Rob Curry, 
Justin Olewnik and Cory Hugabone all hit safely for Burger King. 

Against City Savings, Yannone was the winning pitcher, with Roch- 
elo again providing relief help. Yannone helped his own cause with a 
double and two RBI while Rochelo had three hits including a double. 
Jeff LeDuc pitched well in defeat for City Savings, which had a double 
from Mark Hebert and two hits including a double from LeDuc. 

East Side was hot down the stretch, winning its last three league 
games. East Side defeated Stevenson’s Insurance 16-3, with winning 
pitcher Peter Farkas getting two doubles and four RBI. Yannone 
added three hits and three RBI. Nick Ramsey had a triple for 
Stevenson’s while Matt Mazzer added two hits. 

East Side nipped Italian-American Club, 9-1, with Yannone getting 
the pitching win. Farkas had two hits and two RBI for the winners, 
who also edged Teo’s 5-4. Winning pitcher Yannone tripled for East 
Side while B.J. Jefferson doubled for Teo’s. 

Teo’s did win two other games, stopping Stevenson’s 8-1 and defeat- 
ing IAC, 9-1. Ryan Campagna was the winner against Stevenson’s, with 
Luke Lemberg cracking a triple and Jefferson two hits to pace the 
winners. Jefferson was the winning pitcher against IAC, helping his 

own effort with two hits, while Campagna added two RBI. | 

City Savings, Samel’s Deli, Burger King and Virgilio’s Construction 
also picked up victories at season's end. City Savings blanked Burger 
King 7-0 behind LeDuc, who also tripled. Mark Hebert added a double 
for the winners, while Olewnik had two hits for Burger King. Samel’s 
topped Stevenson’s 8-1, winning pitcher Kurt Kamienski getting three 
hits. Ryan Niedzwiecki and Josh Gassman each had two hits for 
Stevenson’s. . 

Burger King topped City Savings 7-3, winning pitcher John Marchetti 
collecting two doubles and a single, while Phil Cohen added three hits 
and three RBI. Mark Palmer had two hits for City Savings, while Dan 
Albano hit a home run. Virgilio’s outlasted Samel’s, 17-8. Mike DeLeo 

had three hits for Roe and Chris Bard homered and had five 


RBI for Samel’s. ee | T- PS 


| 





Berkshire County champions 


The Pittsfield South Little League all-stars defeated Wil- 
liamstown 16-0 last night to clinch the Berkshire County 
title. Members of the team include, from left, FRONT ROW 
— Justin Olewnik, Erinn Rice, Kevin Daury, Joey Yan- 
none, Jeff Gordon, Sean Conaghan and Mark Palmer. BACK 


‘Brian Sullivan | Berkshire Eagle Staff 


ROW — Assistant coach Jim Torra, Gerard Tillman, Kurt 

Kamienski, B.J. Jefferson, Chris, Bard, assistant coach 

Brian Jones, John Marchetti, Jeff LeDuc, Nick Litano, 

eke kh Stracuzzi and Pittsfield South league president 
ic ard. 


South captures Little League crown 


@ SOUTH, from Cl 


said Williamstown coach Roger 
Yamamoto, who was without four 
regular players the past two 
nights because of committment 
conflicts. “Their pitching was 
good and so was the hitting.” 


A surprising loss 


Looking back, it’s hard to be- 
lieve that the South team was 
beaten 3-0 by North Adams in the 
second game of the tournament. 
But that’s the kind of balance the 
county tournament showed this 


year. 
“The competition was pretty 
good,” said Pittsfield shortstop 
Justin Olewnik. “But after we loss 
we took it one game at a time.” 


“We took it one inning at a 
time,” Jefferson added. 

Stracuzzi backed his players up 
on those statements. 


“That’s what I’ve preached 
right along,” Stracuzzi_ said. 
“That’s how we went through the 
tournament.— one game at a 
time. You start looking ahead and 
you’re gone.” 


Kurt Kamienski had an RBI 
triple and Sean Conaghan a 
fielder’s choice RBI in the South 
first. The six runs looked pretty 
big to the Pittsfield squad. 


“Those runs were very impor- 
tant,” Olewnik said. “It got our 
confidence up. 


Added Olewnik, -“Hopefully 
we'll be able to refocus on 
Friday. But we can’t get much 
better than we’re playing right 
now.” 

In the six-run fourth, Joe Yan- 
none was hit by a pitch to drive 


in a run while Erinn Rice ripped 
an RBI single up the middle and 
Olewnik tripled home a run. In 
the fifth, Kamienski had an RBI 
double and Conaghan an RBI 
Single. 

The sole Williamstown hit came 
from Frank Rich, who singled up 
the middle in the fourth. 

Jeff LeDuc relieved Jefferson 
in the fourth and worked through 
the fifth, Olewnik came on to 
pitch a hitless sixth. Rich, Chris 
Yamamoto and Matt Holland 
Shared pitching duties for Wil- 


liamstown. qb hers 


Little League candy sale June 7 


The Pittsfield Little League will conduct its annual candy sale June 
7 beginning at 10 a.m. Uniformed players from all three city leagues 
will sell candy door to door, with proceeds to benefit the Pittsfield 
Little League program. This is the league’s only citywide fund raiser 


She Pa oe 


of the year. 





Pittsfield South | 


claims county title 


By Brian Sullivan 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield 
South coach Matt Stracuzzi said 
last night that his team was 
peaking. Truth be known, if they 
were any higher the squad would 
need oxygen masks. 

Coming out of the losers’ 
bracket, the South team com- 
pleted a back-to-back sweep of 
Williamstown to capture this 
year’s Berkshire County Little 
League baseball championship. 
Last night at the Springside Park 
field, the South team earned the 
crown with a convincing 16-0 win. 
On Monday night, the Pittsfield 
team forced an extra game in the 
double-elimination tournament 
by winning 14-5. 


Pittsfield, which is the District 
1 winner, will go on the road to 
play District 2 champion Amherst 
on Friday at 5:30 p.m. There are 
16 district champions that will be 
trying to make the field of four at 
the state tournament, which is a 
double-elimination event. All 
games to that point will be single 
elimination. | 

“This team is just where I want 
them to be,” said an elated South 
coach Matt Stracuzzi after the 


Little League 


game. “And [I still think we can 
play better.” 

Those watching last night might 
find that hard to believe.. Pitts- 
field started fast, scoring six runs 
in the first inning. The South 
team added a pair of runs in the 
second before capping the game 
with six runs in the fourth and 
two more in the fifth. | 

The South’s Bash Brother, B.J. 
Jefferson and Chris Bard, each 
went deep early in the game. Jef- 
ferson hit a rope over the left- 
field fence for two runs in the 
first while Bard launched one of 
his patented deep, high drives 
over the center-field fence in the 
third. 

“That’s how I’ve been hitting 
them in practice,” said Jefferson, 
who was also the winning pitcher, 
working three hitless innings 
while striking out six. “We 
wanted to get a big lead early and 
then hold it.” 

And on the mound? 

“YT just wanted to throw strikes,” 
Jefferson said. 

“Pittsfield’s a very good team,” 


SOUTH, continued on C3 


Pittsfield South players react happily after clinching 
the Springside Park field. Winning pitcher B.J. Jeffer 
Tillman, catcher Kurt Kamienski, Sean Conaghan (No. 
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last night’s Berkshire County Little eon ight championship at 


son with hands raised high is flanked, le 


4) and coach Matt Stracuzzi. 


t to right, by Gerard 
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‘Babe Ruth 14-15 tourney information 


The Berkshire County Babe Ruh age 14-15 baseball tournament will 


begin tomorrow with games at Reifrew Field in Adams and Joe Wolfe 
“Field in North Adams. 7 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth meeting - 


* The Pittsfield Babe Ruth League has scheduled its first organiza- 
tional meeting Wednesday at 7 p.m. at Springside House, 874 North St. 


- Anyone interested in assisting the baseball league for the 1992 season 


asa coach, league manager or umpire-in-chief is welcome to attend 
the meeting. Further information may be obtained by calling the 
Department of Parks & Recreation, 499-9343. _ QR-@2. 


There are only five teams paticipating, with the Pittsfield team 
earning a bye into the state tmmmament which will be held at 
Wahconah Park the final week ofJuly. The winner of this tournament 
will: also-advance with host Pittsield to the state competition. Other 
teams. competing--are: Adams, North Adams, Dalton, South-Central 
‘Berkshire-and: Southern Berkshir« 


- Babe Ruth sign-ups set 
Registration for the Pittsfield Babe 
Ruth baseball league will be held on 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to noon at the 
Springside House, 874 North Street 
and the Fire Station on Holmes Road. 
Tryouts willbe held April 25 through 
May 1 at the Common at times to be 
announced. 3 
Anyone interested in helping the 
league as a coach, umpire or 
scorekeeper, should contact the Parks 


Department. ee q- 99. 
ip 


“ The double-elimination tournarent begins tomorrow with Dalton at 
Adams: and South-Central at Nort) Adams. Starting time for the games 
Wis 5°30, Dees eg PACES 22 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth meeting 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth League has scheduled its final organiza- 
‘tional meeting tomorrow at 7 p.m. at Springside House, 874 North St., 
for coaches and league officers. The league is still seeking a coach for. 
its 13-year-old division, plus a league manager and two scorekeepers. © 
_ Interested candidates should attend the meeting. Tryouts are sched- — 


. irst Street. 
-uled to begin Saturday at 10 a.m. at the Common on a, ve 2. ae | 


- 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth sign-ups set 


‘stration for the Pittsfield Babe Ruth baseball leagues will be 
died from 9 to noon at Springside House, 874 North St., and at the 
Road fire station. 

eet be held at the Common on First Street from Saturday, 
April 25, through Thursday, April 30. The schedule for the 13-year-old 
division is April 25 at 10, April 96 at 1 and April 27-28 at 6; and for age 
14-15, April 25 at 2, April 26 at 3:30 and April 29-30 at 6. : | 

All prospective players must attend two sessions, and high school 
players must check in before the tryouts begin. | . 

The league is seeking coaches, umpires and scorekeepers. More } 
information may be obtained from the Pittsfield Department of ose | 
and Recreation, 874 North St. : -¥ <i 


Host families needed for Ruth tourney 


Host families are needed for the upcoming Babe Ruth age 14-15 . 
western state baseball tournament being played in Pittsfield beginning . 
on July 23. Part of the responsibility of the host city is to supply 
ae ms es ae Anyone interested can call Jim Hassett (442- 

or Dave Fields (448-8647) for more information. 4 /, | 
| RGA 


) 


Pittsfield 16-unders Sth in tourney 


The Pittsfield Parks and Recreation Department’s age 16-and-under 
all-stars finished fifth in the seventh annual Firecracker New England 
Regional Slow-Pitch tournament, held in Smithfield, R.I. Up next for 
the 16-and-under squad is the Massachusetts state championships, 
scheduled Saturday at Amherst. 

Pittsfield won two of its four games, beating Apponaug 5-2 and West 
Manchester, N.H., 9-1. In the Apponaug game, Lauren Cawse was 3-for- 
4 with two runs batted in, while Laura Flynn was 2-for-4 with a pair of 
RBI. Jennifer St. John was 4-for-4 with two RBI while Myrick went 3- 
for-4 with three RBI on a double that cleared the bases in the West 
Manchester game. 

Johnston, R.I., defeated Pittsfield 13-7, with Flynn leading the 
Pittsfield attack by going 4for-4 with a triple and an RBI. Angela 
O’Connor added a pair of hits and two RBI. Pittsfield’s final game was 
a 13-2 loss to Leominster. O’Connor and Cawse both went 2-for-3 for 
Pittsfield. —(b-VMH 





18. 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth season opens 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth baseball season will open tomorrow with © 
doubleheaders scheduled at Deming Field and Benedict Road field in 
the age 14-15 division and a tripleheader scheduled at the Pittsfield 
Common field in the age 13 division. Games will begin at 1, with other 
games slated to start about 20 minutes after the previous game has 
ended. 7 

The annual Jimmy Fund collection will be taken at each game. Fans 
will need to provide their own seating. fi fb Tex | 


Babe Ruth ticket sale is tomorrow 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth League will hold its annual door-to-door 
season ticket sale tomorrow from 11 to 2. Tickets are $1, and proceeds 
benefit the Babe Ruth baseball program, which operates a 13-year-old 
league and an age 14-15 league. 

Players, coaches and volunteers are asked to report to the Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation office, 874 North St., at 10:45. All players 
are asked to report in uniform. De EG ia 
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Pittsfield runner J.T. Torra crosses the plate with the go-ahead run in the bottom of Recycling this week: Paper only. Curbside 
the third inning in yesterday’s Babe Ruth age 13 Berkshire County championship | pickup on regular trash collection day. 
game at Deming Park. At right is North Adams catcher Scott Allard. | Recycling hotline: 499-9308. 


Chess Club. Hillcrest Hospital. 7 p.m. ane 
| Rehearsal. Berkshire Lyric Theatre at Unitarian 


@ 7 | 3 | ] bd bd ] Church, 7:30 p.m. New ne See 
ee : 
Pittsfield 15s claim title | |=ssOsecs 
7 p.m. $10 tickets at Scenic Screen, Keyno 
Pitching is key in Babe Ruth tournament win 


By Derek Gentile coach Joe Woitkoski. “What we do have is five 

Berkshire Eagle Staff ’ or six guys who can pitch well. And I think he 

; [Tooley] was a little nervous at the start. I just 

PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield All-Stars par- (14 him to throw it across the plate and let our 

payed api isd sgph ee gears nee aoe defense handle it. We have a very solid defen- 

pitching performances from their starter Jeff .. t Way ath en tarwen | piavadiel (66 
Tooley and reliever Kyle Dombrowski to defeat BEV E eas 8 ds, BEB 


North Adams 5-1 last night at Deming Park in night. 


Indeed, Tooley did not have an auspicious 
the finals of the Berkshire County Babe Ruth beginning. In the first inning, he threw 28 
age 13 baseball tournament. 


poses xe hey _ pitches and allowed a run as the visitors’ Peter 
AI a eit tage B wines is haeinestad Greenbush singled, stole second and te on 
SIP : > a sacrifice fly by Bob Ferris. North Adams 
pa eal a gia Op eee ain © 9 proceeded to load the bases with just one out, 


“We don’t have great pitching,” said Pittsfield RUTH, continued on C2 
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North Adams baserunner Trevor Wilson tries to retreat to second base after trying 
unsuccessfully to stretch a double into a triple in the bottom of the third inning of 
the Babe Ruth 13-year-old county title game. Chasing Wilson is Pittsfield third 


baseman Jeff Benham, who eventually tagged him out. FD 9 is 
~ a aN 
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Scoring easily on a two-run single by teammate Joe Keen is 


P 


ftsfield’s Dale Phelps, who slides past Shrewsbury 


Bob McDonough / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


catcher Dan Piskadlo in second inning of yesterday’s 
western state Babe Ruth tournament at Wahconah Park. 


Pittsfield, Adams 


Loge oN 


‘teams eliminated 


from tournament 


By Brian Sullivan 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield had 
trouble hitting while Adams ex- 
perienced difficulty fielding the 
ball. The price both teams paid 
yesterday was an early dismissal 
from the Western Mass. Babe 
Ruth state tournament at Wah- 
conah Park. 


Pittsfield dropped a 3-2 nine- 
inning heartbreaker to Shrews- 
bury in the nightcap while Adams 
was defeated by Westfield 10-0 in 
the afternoon game that was 
halted after five innings because 
of the 10-run rule. Host Pittsfield 
began the double-elimination 
tournament with a 2-0 loss to 
Westfield on Friday while Berk- 
shire County champion Adams 
was on the short side of a 7-3 
score to Shrewsbury, also on 
Friday. 


“We needed pitching and de- 
fense,’? Adams coach Steve 
Meczywor said. “But we made 
seven errors in 12 innings of 
baseball. We beat ourselves in 
both games.”’ 

Pittsfield coach Dennis Murphy 
had his own tale of woe. 

“Only four hits in 16 innings of 


~ 
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baseball,’ Murphy said. “That’s 
not a lot of offense. And when we 
did get runners on we couldn’t 
deliver them.” 

Action continues today with a 
doubleheader at Wahconah Park. 
Leominster and Burncoat of 
Worcester, each sporting 1-0 
tournament marks, square off at 4 
p.m. while Shrewsbury and West- 
field meet at 7 p.m., with the 
loser of that contest being elimi- 
nated from the tournament. 

Tomorrow, the two remaining 
teams in the losers’ bracket will 
play at 4 p.m. The championship 
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Doing the job for the Pittsfi 
limited Shrewsbury to two runs an 


innings, and Shrewsbury won 3-2 in the ninth. 


Pittsfield, Adams out of 
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game will be Wednesday at 1 p.m. 
with the second game to follow if 
necessary. 


Shrewsbury 3, Pittsfield 2 


George Reidy of Shrewsbury 
led off the home ninth with a 
single to right off reliever Cory 
Hillard, who relieved starter 
Mark Berube to start the eighth 
after Berube had thrown the 
maximum seven innings allowed. 
Reidy stole second and later slid 
safely into third when Hillard 
chose to make the play at third 
after fielding Jim Marine’s sacri- 
fice bunt attempt. 

Marine then stole second and 
TJ. Valentine was walked in- 
tentionally to load the bases. 
Chris Eliadi then worked a walk 
off Hillard, forcing home Reidy 
with the winning run. 

“TI much prefer the ball be put 
in play in that situation,” 
Shrewsbury coach Steve Boulay 
said. “But I’ll take the walk, for 
sure.” 


No-hit by Westfield on Friday 
night, Pittsfield got the monkey 
off its back when Rick Connor led 
off the game with an infield hit. 
And things looked even brighter 
for Pittsfield in the second when 
No. 9 hitter Joe Keen ripped a 
two-out, two-run single that 
scored Pete Boyd and Dale 
Phelps, who had reached on a 
walk and an error, respectively. 

Berube, meanwhile, was hurl- 
ing a gem, allowing Shrewsbury 
only two hits and no runs over 
the first five innings. 


But Shrewsbury’s Matt Thib- 
odeau doubled deep to left-center 
in the sixth, scoring Gary Buono 
from third and Tom Boulay from 
first. Buono had singled to lead 
off the inning and had stolen 
second base. Boulay walked, with 
ball four being a wild pitch that 
sent Buono to third. 


“If felt good off the bat,” said 
Thibodeau, who went the last 
three innings in relief of starter 
George Reidy to get the pitching 
win and is easily the tourna- 
ment’s strongest hitter. 


Pittsfield played superb de- 
fense to stay in the game. Thib- 
odeau, who had advanced to third 
on the throw to the plate, tried to 
score on Dan Piskadlo’s liner to 
left. But Kevin Sherman’s throw 
to catcher Phelps was on the 
money and Thibodeau was out by 
about five feet. 


In the eighth, Shrewsbury’s 
Mike Kavanagh tried to score 
from third with one out on a 
grounder to shortstop. But Dave 
Field’s strong throw to Phelps 
negated that threat. 

Pittsfield had its best chance to 
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eld Babe Ruth all-stars yesterday was Mark Berube, who 
d four hits over seven innings. He left after seven 


afar( %a 


tournament 


score in the visitors’ ninth. Fields 


‘led off with a bloop double to 


right, with Berube drawing a one- 
out walk and Boyd a two-out free 
pass to load the bases. But Thib- 
odeau retired Phelps on a sharply 
hit grounder to shortstop. 

Buono led all players with two 
hits. 


Westfield 10, Adams 0 


Westfield came out of the chute 
with a six-run first and made the 
score 10-0 with four runs in the 
third. Jeff Rodriguez, who was 
Westfield’s No. 9 hitter, capped 
the first-inning rally with a bases- 
loaded triple. 

“We’re not the kind of team 
that can be down 6-0,” Meczywor 
said. “During district play we 
bunted a lot. In fact, we bunted 30 
times in the six games we played 
to get here. But you can’t bunt or 
run when you’re down 6-0. West- 
field took.us out of our. style.of- 
play.” 

Stu Gornall threw a convincing 
five-inning shutout, allowing only 
a single by Jesse Stefanik in the 
third. The performance over- 
whelmed the Westfield coaching 
staff because Gornall had pitched 
only 15 innings during league play 
this year. 

“Stu. did an excellent job,” 
Westfield coach Steve Maslar 
said. “Our strength right along 
has been pitching and defense. 
The hitting is there sometimes, 
and sometimes it’s not.” 

Rodriguez, Kyle Dulude and 
Mark Mastroianni each had two 
hits to lead Westfield’s 10-hit at- 
tack. Marshall Maxwell and Josh 
Ziter split pitching duties for 
Adams. 


Italian-American wins ‘13’ crown 


Pat Engle’s RBI single capped a dramatic five-run rally in the final 
inning last night as Italian-American Club posted a 13-12 win over 
Gildo’s Auto Body to capture the championship of the Pittsfield Babe 
Ruth 13-year-old baseball league. 

Italian-American had won the league’s first-half title, then tied with 
Gildo’s and Im-Press Printing for the second-half crown. Italian- 
American drew a bye for the second-half playoff, and Gildo’s beat Im- 
Press 8-7 Wednesday. That set up the showdown between Gildo’s and 
Italian-American for the second-half title. Italian-American’s win gave 
them the overall league title, since they had won the first half. 

The final opened Thursday night, and Gildo’s led 10-8 after six 
innings when darkness halted play. The game resumed last night, and 
Gildo’s scored twice in the top of the seventh to go ahead 12-8. Then 
came the winning rally, which featured only two hits, but was helped 
along by six walks. Engle was the winning pitcher, and Joel Barscz 
drove in two runs with a single, double and triple to lead the winners’ 
eight-hit attack. Gildo’s had seven hits, including three from Ryan 
Brown and two from Jeff Tooley. K STEM) 
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Leominster, Burncoat 


open with victories 


Pittsfield, Adams 
to resume today 


in West tourney 


PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield and 
Adams are back in action today 
and each team needs a win to 
stay alive in the Western Mass. 
Babe Ruth state tournament be- 
ing played at Wahconah Park. 

Adams and Westfield play today 
at 1 p.m. while Pittsfield and 
Shrewsbury are scheduled to be- 
gin at 4 p.m. Today’s losers will 
be out of the double-elimination 
event. | 


Babe Ruth 


- Yesterday, Leominster posted a 
12-6 win over Shrewsbury in the 
opening game while Burncoat of 
Worcester took the measure of 
Westfield 6-4. Yesterday’s win- 
ners were playing their opening 
games of the tournament. 

Adams opened play on Friday 
with a 7-3 loss to Shrewsbury 
while Westfield no-hit Pittsfield 
2-0 on Friday evening. 


Leominster 12, Shrewsbury 6 


The offensive damage in this 
contest came in the _ visitors’ 
fourth inning, when Leominster 
managed to score eight runs on 
just three hits to take a 10-3 lead. 

The game has moved relatively 
quick to that point, Leominster 
scoring single runs in the first 
and third while Shrewsbury put 
up a three-spot in the second. 
And there was really no hint that 
a Leominster explosion was in 
the works, the entire rally taking 
place after Shrewsbury starter 
Dan Current retired the first two 
batters in the inning. 

But a couple of walks and a 
throwing error put runners at 
second and third for ninth-place 
hitter Steve Bartolini, who 
rapped a single up the middle to 
bring in two runs that gave 
Leominster a 4-3 lead. Another 
Shrewsbury error set up John- 
Miller, who singled home a run 
for a 5-3 advantage. ! 

T.J. Valentine relieved Current, 
but couldn’t hold off the Leomi- 
nster offensive momentum. 
Leominster upped the lead to 6-3 
and Valentine walked Justin 
Downing with the bases loaded 
for a 7-3 lead. Wwinning pitcher 
Derek Salmi ended the rally with 
a three-run double. Gary Buono 
finally relieved Valentine and 
recorded the last out. 

Jeff Angus added a sacrifice fly 
in the sixth and Doug Senee had 
a fielder’s choice RBI in the sev- 
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enth to complete the Leominster 
scoring. 

Shrewsbury three runs in the 
second was highlighted by RBI 
singles from Tom Boulay and 
Justin Grenier. Boulay eventually 
scored from third on the front 
end of a double steal. Shrewsbury 
added two runs in the final 
frame, one on Mike Doyle’s bases- 
loaded walk and the other on 
Danny Piskadlo’s sacrifice fly: 

Senee and Miller each had two 
hits for the winners while Jim 
Marine, who came in as a re- 
serve, had two hits for Shrews- 
bury. 


Burncoat 6, Westfield 4 


Westfield got out of the gate 
fast, scoring twice in the first 
inning. But Burncoat answered 
with four runs in the home first 
and was never headed. The win- 
ners scored single runs in the 
second and third to take a 6-2 
lead, and that was more than 
enough to hold off Westfield, 
which scored single runs in the 
fifth and sixth frames. 

Greg Bevilaqua had an RBI 
single and Stu Gornwall a sacri- 
fice fly for Westfield in the first. 
Burncoat, however, took advan- 
tage of three Westfield errors to 
seore four runs in the home first. 
The big play was Rob McCann’s 
squeeze bunt that scored runners 
from second and third. 

Jim Frew had an RBI single in 
the second and McCann an RBI 
single in the third to give Burn- 
coat a 6-2 lead. Mark Mastroianni 
had an RBI double for Westfield 
in the fifth while the run in the 
sixth was unearned. 

Jeff Palladino went the dis- 
tance for the pitching win, allow- 
ing seven hits and getting two 
strikeouts. Palladino and Frew 
each had two hits for Burncoat. 
Mastroianni pitched the first 2% 
innings for Westfield before being 
relieved by Mike Aucella, who 
went the rest of the way. Kyle 
Delude, Belivaqua and Mast- 
roianni all had two hits for West- 
field. 


Thibodeau settled down and his 


teammates gave him the lead 
with five runs in the third off 


Adams starter Jesse Stefanik. 
“That inning was so ugly it took 
a lot out of the kids,’ Adams 


’ coach Steve Meczywor said. 


Meczywor wasn’t kidding. With 


one out, an error and two walks 
helped Shrewsbury load the 


pases. Stefanik rallied with a 
strikeout, but Chris Eliadi singled 
up the middle to score one run. 


Pittsfield, Adams teams fall 


‘@ RUTH, from Cl 
‘The third run came on an error. 


Eliadi got caught making too big a 
turn at first, but the Adams inner 
defense jumbled the play, allow- 
ing a second run to score. 
Stefanik struck out the next 
batter, but the ball eluded 
catcher Marshall Maxwell, allow- 


ing the tying run to score. Tom 


Boulay then boomed a two-run 
double to: make the score 5-3. 
Shrewsbury added single runs in 


_ the fifth and sixth innings. aS 
- Shrewsbury’s Boulay was the 


only player on either team with © 


two hits. | (sbiies 
J-AS- TOA 





Shrewsbury runner Justin Grenier slides Safely into first 
base after reaching on a passed ball on a third strike in the 
third inning of yesterday’s Babe Ruth western state tour- 
nament opener at Wahconah Park. Adams first baseman 


$. 


Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Brad Belanger, meanwhile, hustles a throw back to the 
plate to prevent a run from scoring. Shrewsbury scored five 


times in the frame and went on to 
nightcap, Westfield defeated Pittsfiel 


ost a 7-3 win. In the 
2-0. 


er le 


Westfield no-hitter opens tourney 


Laurita hurls Babe Ruth gem; Pittsfield, Adams beaten 


By Brian Sullivan 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Tim Laurita 
made Wahconah Park his per- 
sonal field of dreams last night. 
Laurita, a slim right-hander, 
threw a no-hitter to lead 'West- 
field past Pittsfield 2-0 in the 
Western Mass. Babe Ruth state 
tournament ‘opener for each 
team. 

Laurita faced 22 Pittsfield bat- 
ters, which was just one over the 
minimum. Two Pittsfield players 
reached on infield errors, but 
Laurita erased one of those run- 
ners on a pickoff. Laurita fin- 
ished with eight strikeouts, get- 
ting all three Pittsfield batters on 
strikes in the fifth. Only twice 
were Pittsfield players retired on 
fly balls to the outfield. 

“About the sixth inning I 
started doing some scoreboard 
watching,” said Laurita, who 
pitched varsity ball for Westfield 
High as a sophomore this past 
year. 


In the opening game yesterday 
afternoon, Berkshire County 
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champion Adams lost to Shrews- 
bury 7-3 after leading the game 3- 
0 in the first. Winning pitcher 
Matt Thibodeau found a groove 
after the opening frame, allowing 
Adams only two hits over the fi- 
nal six innings. Thibodeau struck 
out three and walked one. 

“I had some butterflies at the 
beginning of the game,’ Thib- 
odeau said. “But once we got 
some runs it was fun.” 

The tournament continues with 
a pair of games today. Leominster 


will play Shrewsbury at 1 o’clock 
while Westfield and Burncoat 
will start at 4. Pittsfield and Ad- 
ams are now playing out of the 
losers’ bracket and will play 


‘again tomorrow. 


Adams will play today’s West- 
field-Burncoat loser at 1 while 
Pittsfield goes at 4 o’clock against 
the loser of today’s Leominster- 
Shrewsbury game. 


Westfield 2, Pittsfield 0 


Incredibly, this scenario played 
itself out once before in 1987, 


which was the last time Pittsfield 
hosted the Western Mass. Babe 
Ruth championship. Westfield 
and Pittsfield played in the 
opening game that year, with 
Westfield’s Steve Lefaive throw- 
ing a no-hitter against the locals., 

Last night, Laurita was never in 
trouble. Mark Berube reached on 
an error in the fourth but was 
picked off. Dave Fields reached 
on an error in the seventh. The 
performance by Laurita_ over- 
shadowed the pitching effort of 
Fields, who allowed only three 


hits and struck out four. | 

Westfield took a 1-0 lead in the 
first on Greg Bevilacqua’s sacri- 
fice fly, which plated Tyler De- 
lude, who had reached on an er- 
ror and made third by stealing 
two bases. The final run came in 
the third, Bevilacqua’s double 
plating Josh Pepek, who had 
walked. 


After that, it was all Laurita. 

“I’ve never pitched here be- 
fore,’ Laurita said of Wahconah 
Park. “The mound was. higher, 
which helped me with my leg 
kick. And all that helped my fast 
ball. I hung a couple of curves, 
but for the most part both pitches 
were working.” 


Laurita also had two of West- 
field’s three hits. 


Shrewsbury 7, Adams 3 


Adams rocked Thibodeau for 
three runs and three hits in the 
visitors’ first. Brad Belanger had 
an RBI single and Eric Kris- 
tensen a fielder’s choice ' RBI. 
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ISSUE 48 


APRIL 23, 1992 


Can concerned citizens restore city’s 
neglected gems? They say yes. 


After years of neglect, the city’s park system needs 


attention — and direction. 


Mayor Edward Reilly, park commissioners, adminis- 
trators and groups of citizens are working to maintain 


the system. 


The task is daunting — but those involved are commit- 


ted to the goal. 


The Parks Department was one of 
the earliest victims of Proposition 2 
1/2 and funding has continued to 
decrease in successive years. 

The budget for the parks dropped 
nearly 80 percent during former 
Mayor Anne Everest Wojtkowski's 
two terms. 

Some parks have become over- 
grown, littered and even homes for 
drug dealing. Most playground 
equipment has not been replaced in 
several years. 

Good news 

Still, there are reasons for opti- 
mism: 

¢ Commissioners praised theearly 
commitment of new Mayor Reilly, a 
denizen of the parks as a youngster. 

e Other groups are forming in 
hopes of emulating the residents who 
built the Kids Common playground 
last November, with a goal of four 
new play structures citywide. 

® The Friends of Springside Park 
grassroots organization has revital- 
ized that park and a city councilor is 
attempting to start a similar group 
for Burbank Park. 

e Attendance at park properties 
remains high despite cutbacks, with 
groups and individuals both making 
extensive use. 

“The parks are vital to the total 
fabric of Pittsfield,” said Vincent 
Hebert, who spent 39-years working 
for the city parks and has remained 
active since his retirement. “The parks 
belong to the people, who have to 
work to the highest level to keep 
them.” 

For park advocates like Hebert, 
recent years have been difficult as 
changing demographics and harsh 
budget cuts transformed the once 


Pitt Park is one of the saddest sights among city- 
is decrepit. The park is littered with a variety of discarded items, in 
and illicit transactions. . 


mighty park system. 

And mighty it was indeed: in its 
heyday, the Parks Department was 
probably the single biggest provider 
of entertainment in the city, sponsor- 
ing athletic leagues, comprehensive 
playground programs, concerts and 
elaborate citywide events. 

The days of the fully supervised 

lakefronts, the publicskiing sites with 
rope tows, the lifesaving courses and 
the public pools are merely memo- 
ries. 
Reilly has fond memories of his 
days as a youth playing in the fields 
at Springside, where his brother was 
a “park rat.” The mayor said “the 
parks had heavy recreation pro- 
grams, like day camps.” 

The programs in neighborhood 
playgrounds employed many young 
residents — including Wojtkowski 
— and provided everything from 
craft classes to nighttime film show- 
ings for children. | 

“There is a lengthy history of 
people supporting the parks,” said 
Hebert. “Those of us who worked on 
the parks always knew they were not 
ours, but theirs — the people's.” 

As the budget has dropped in re- 
cent years, the need for residents to 
reclaim parks has increased. 

Citizen involvement 

“T can’t give enough credit to the 
KidsCommon group and the Friends 
of Springside,” said Cliff Nilan, a 
member of the parks commission. 
“lye never seen done what these 
two groups have accomplished.” 

The Kids Common leaders orga- 
nized a community wide drive to 
build a modern play structure at the 
Common in the center of the city. 
Their campaign last year involved 


Mamistseilesia oclameereln 
occasional series, The 
| Gazette reviews the recent 
triumphs and troubles of 
the city’s extensive 
park system. 


extensive fundraising and planning, 
culminating in the installation of the 
new equipment, which is already a 
favorite with city kids. 

Now movementsareafoot to build 
similar playgrounds: The Parent- 
Teacher Organization at Highland 
School has been working toconstruct 
a facility next to that elementary 
school, whilea group with high hopes 
for Clapp Park willbe meeting within 
the next few weeks. 

“The goal of getting four or five of 
these parks has the potential to be- 
come reality,” said Nilan, “and it'll 
happen because of groups of con- 
cerned citizens.” 

Springside Park is another success 
story. One of the city’s premiere 
parks, it suffered a disheartening 
decline before the Friends of 
Springside Park adopted it. Now this 
ad-hoc group assists the parks de- 
partment through monitoring and 
clean-ups. 

This Saturday, for example, vol- 
unteers will gather at the large park 
to comb the trails, woods and fields 
for the garbage dumped there over 
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owned properties. The equipment, what's left of it, 
cluding the remains of parties 


FREE 


Russ Potak 
Matthew Irwin enjoys the view as he swings at Kirvin Park on 
Tuesday. The city’s parks are a contrast between happy scenes 
such as this — and more disturbing images of neglect and decay. 
See page 13 for a page of Park Faces. 
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Let’s clean up 


Onota Lake shoreline 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Joy and hope move all of us as 
spring brings more hours of day- 
light with plants pushing through 
the still frozen earth and color 
adding beauty to our wetlands. 
Filled with energy and enthusi- 
asm we happily plan gardens and 
other projects. We become eager 
to start work on those plans. 

May I urge you to use some of 
your spring energy to join with 
enthusiastic neighbors and 
friends who are about to embark 
on an exciting plan to revitalize 
Burbank Park and parts of the 
shoreline of Onota Lake which 
bring pleasure to the public? 

Join in working with Councilor 
Joe Guzzo in this exciting under- 
taking’ By late April the group 
should be ready to go. Make a call 
to Joe Guzzo at 499-1673 and tell 
him “I want to help.” 

See you there! 


ELIZABETH T. BILLINGTON 
274 Gale Ave. 
Pittsfield Ad TA 


Bath houses opening 
at Onota Lake 


PITTSFIELD — Bath houses 
at Onota Lake will open today, 
City Councilor James M. Boyle 
has announced. 

The bath houses, which will 
be available from 9 to 6, are 
opening a week earlier than 
planned, with the cooperation 
of Mayor Edward M. Reilly and 
the Park Department, said 
Boyle. 

He said the city has repaired 
damage from vandalism and 
added that, if there is any fur- 
ther vandalism, the bath 
houses could be, closed. 
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Love on the rocks o/b) 9x Supervised swimming season 
Saying that he did it to impress a irl, Eric Thomas yesterday took an icy to end Sunday at Onota Lake 


swim in Pontoosuc Lake wearing only a bathing suit and leaving a towel and 


sneakers on the snowy shore. PITTSFIELD — John C. Marchesi, director of recreation for 
the Department of Parks and Recreation, said supervised 
swimming at the Onota Lake beach will end Sunday at 6 p.m. 
That means that beginning Monday, there will be no lifeguard 
on the beach, and people will be using the water at their own 
risk, he said. 

The six-week supervised swimming program was among the 
abbreviated offerings of the department, which has been forced 
to limit its summer programs because of reduced budgets. 

Marchesi said the Onota Lake picnic area nearby was used 
extensively during the six weeks. Although groups frequented 
the beach, the cooler temperatures and cold water prevented 
much swimming. 

Similarly, the city’s four-week park program, which ended 
Friday, also suffered from reduced attendance because of the 
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Right on schedule 


Cove speed limit 
will nix water skiing 


In a move that members said will 
probably spark complaints from resi- 
dents who water ski on Onota Lake, 
the city council’s subcommittee on 
Ordinances and Rules is recommend- 
ing that the full council impose a 
speed limit ona coveat the northend 
of the lake. 

“This is not a recreation issue,” 
said councilor Joseph Guzzo at 
Wednesday’s meeting. “We are here 
toactonan environmental problem.” 

The subcommittee debated a com- 
munication from the conservation 
commission, which has determined 
that motor boats in the cove by Tho- 
mas Island areendangering the qual- 
ity of the lake. 

The Lake Onota Ski Association 
has an annual city permit to set upa 
water slalom course at the site. 

Councilor Ben Kaplan said he was 
prepared to vote against the use of 
any motorized vehicle on the lake 
but his colleagues were of more con- 
ciliatory tone, stressing the need to 
work with water skiers to find an 
alternate location for their course. 

Councilor Paul Dowd was particu- 
larly emphatic that an effort be made 
to locate a new spot for the water 
skiers if the council accepts the rec- 
ommendation. Subcommittee chair- 
man Angelo Stracuzzi appointed 
Guzzo to act asa liaison to the water 
skiers to assist with the search. 

Guzzo accepted the appointment, 
saying he hoped that an equitable 
solution could be found — but add- 
ing that the environmental quality of 
the lake is of paramount concern. 

Of the speed limit on the cove, 
Stracuzzi said: “Thisis the right thing 
to do, but we must make sure that 
these people have the chance to lo- 
cate an alternate site.” Sf, SIZ 
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A trip 


Tracy Pero and 


to the beach was enjoyed by a group of friends and 
their children Midebas he At Onota Lake, from left, are 
er son Spencer, 4 months; Bonnie Connors 


Photos by Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


and her daughter Katie, 18 months, and Paula New and her 
daughter Samantha, 24. It was one of the rare beach days 
in the Berkshires this summer. 


Sun finally smiles on Tuesday excursion 
to Onota, held up for weeks by the rain 


By Mary-Jane Tichenor 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Everybody knows that fair 
days with sunny skies and warm tempera- 
tures have been few and far between this 
summer. It hasn’t been beach weather. 

Children have had little opportunity to 
splash in the city’s two grand lakes with free 
beaches. But the sun came out yesterday, and 
a group of Pittsfield mothers and their chil- 
dren took advantage of the rare summer day. 

The mothers, most of them from the west- 
ern half of the city, don’t have a name for 
their group, which has grown by one inviting 
another until it now numbers about ‘a dozen 
women and even more children. They gather 
every Tuesday to socialize, have lunch to- 
gether and to give the children an opportu- 
nity to interact. 

- They meet at a different place each week, 


& 
fusually at a member’s house, but chose the 


= 


new Onota Lake Pavilion at Burbank Park 
yesterday. “We usually meet at 10, but we 
waited to see if it was going to rain,” said 
Bonnie Connors of 43 Cloverdale St. with 
Katie, 18 months old. 

For the last four weeks they had planned to 
go to the beach but it had rained three 
Tuesdays in a row. 


Yesterday, they spread blankets on the 
sand and brought their own lunches and 
snacks for the children. Among them were 
Connors’ sister, Jane Rivers of 95 Bossidy 
Drive, with her children, Jesse, 10, Amanda, 7; 
and Rivers’ neighbor, Michelle Jacob, with 
her children, Nicholas, 12, Kristen, 10, Shane, 
7, and Lindsay, 15.months. 


Nearby were Tracy Pero of 25 Crossin Ter- 
race and her 4-month-old son, Spencer; Lisa 
Carvalho of 63 Tamarack Road with Jeffrey, 1 
year; and Kathy Shafer of 382 Lebanon Ave. 
with Matt, 54, and Lauren, 2 months old. 


Paula New of 8 Mohegan St. brought her 
daughter, Samantha, 212; Jennifer DePaoli of 
17 Donovan St. was with Abbey, who will be 2 
in September, and Tobie DeAngelus of First 
Street, Dalton, was with her 7-month-old 
daughter, Chloe. 


Connors said that a lot of the mothers don’t 
work outside the home and that it gave them 
an opportunity to socialize. 


Although the children were enjoying the 
water, she said it was too bad that the city. 
didn’t provide more activities for the chil- 
dren. She suggested that a project to raise 
money for quality sand for the beach would 
be an improvement. 


Although it has been an unusually cool 
summer, some of the mothers agreed that that 
had its advantages. “I haven’t had to put my 
fan on,” said one. Another said it hadn’t been 
too hot to sleep at night. 
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Edward Walden at his Onota Lake snack bar waits for customers. They have 
been few and far between because of the weather. 


Weather frowns on operator 
of snack bar at Onota Lake 


By Mary-Jane Tichenor 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Edward M. Walden 
bought the equipment for the snack bar at 
the new Onota Lake Pavilion at Burbank 
Park with his MasterCard. 

“My credit was impeccable,” said Walden, 
who saw the snack bar as an opportunity to 
have a profitable summer. He’s hoping that 
August is better than July was. If it isn’t, he 
might have to go bankrupt, he said. 

The weather? “I don’t even want to talk 
about it,” said Walden, as he leaned his 
elbow on a soft drink dispenser. “It’s the 


summer that never was — the summer that 
never will be.” 

Walden, 46, the father of 11 children rang- 
ing in age from 3 months to 24 years — four 
of them from his first marriage — said he 
hadn’t been able to find a steady job. 

He had sold a restaurant in West Stock- 
bridge and had an ice cream cart. He was 
selling ice cream in the park when he was 
approached by a park commissioner who 
asked if he would like to bid on the re- 
freshment concession. The city wasn’t able 
to find anyone to take over the snack bar, 


WALDEN, continued on B4 
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;and the woman who ran it last 
| year didn’t want it, Walden said. 
He placed his bid with the 
(city’s purchasing agent, Robert B. 
‘Tone, and had to take out a $1 
‘million liability policy for people 
and another $1 million liability 
policy for the building. 

* “It was very expensive — I had 
to buy all of my equipment,” said 
' Walden. 

_ He has an extensive menu that 
vincludes nachos and cheese, 
‘steamed vegetables, chicken 
; wings, steak and cheese, and a 
crab salad roll, as well as the 
susual sandwiches, hot dogs and 


! hamburgers, all at modest prices. 
‘ 


Getting cold feet 


LA-~D 
A flock of ring-billed herring gulls takes to the ground for a stréll 0 on the thin ice 


The chicken wings ane crab roll 
are $2.30 each, for instance. But 
sales have been slow. 


‘I go crazy’ 


“T go crazy all day looking for 
people,” said Walden. “People 
think that everything is closed 
now.” 


The city has run out of money 
to provide lifeguards for the 
beach, and the last day a life- 
guard was on duty was Sunday, 
when the lifelines also were re- 
moved for the season. 


Thirteen out of 31 days in July 


it rained, and on the 18 days it 
didn’t rain it was often too cold 
for swimming. Only one weekend 
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out of the past five has been good 
beach weather, Walden said. 

His contract stipulates that he 
be open from 10 a.m. until the 
beach closes ‘at 8 seven days a 
week for the season that ends 
Sept. 15. The city also regulates 
the kinds of signs that he can 
erect, and he has only two small 
ones. Tucked away in a corner of 
the pavilion, the snack bar is not 
readily seen. 


Walden is no stranger to the 
restaurant business. His experi- 
ence includes owning a little 
shop on Melville Street. 

He enjoys running the snack 
bar and waiting on people. “I 
love this stuff — I’m _ service- 
oriented,” he said. 


He has always wanted to be a 
nurse and now is in the nursing 
program at Berkshire Community 


- College, where he said he has 


been on the dean’s list for the 
past three years. He has one 
more year to go, he said, and is in 
school with scholarship aid and 
grants. 


In the hole so far 


Walden, who has had a nationa. 
emergency medical technician’: 
license for 10 years, has workec 
for the North Adams Ambulance 
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Weather puts concession operator in Jeonaray 


the contract,” he said. 
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Servite and thé Village Ambu- 
lance Service in Williamstown. 

A 1964 graduate of Drury High 
School, he attended North Adams 
State College. He received his 
electrician’s license in 1970 and 
operated his own appliance- 
repair business, Mars Repair, in 
North Adams from 1978 to 1983. 

He and his wife, the former 
Sally Bennett, live at 68 Lenox 
Ave. “It’s a small house with a lot 
of kids,” Walden said. 

Will he operate the concession 
next year? “It all depends on 
when school gets out and if I get 
“T would 
hate to lose it.” 

Walden said he had $5,000 tied 
up in the place. “I haven't real- 


-jzed half of it yet,” he said. 
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Recreation director defends 
lifeguard staffing at Onota 


By Donna B. Mattoon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — This. is. the 
third summer in a row that the 
Onota Lake beach has been 
closed to supervised swimming 
after a six-week program, 
prompting the city’s recreation 
director to question why the same 
routine should now cause an 


outery from the YMCA day-care - 


‘program. : 
“Nobody squawked three years 


ago when so much of the money — 


was cut from our budget,” said 
John C. Marchesi. “Where was 
everybody then?” 

On Tuesday, a group of 38 
youngsters from the YMCA pro- 
gram took a walk over to Mayor 
Edward M. Reilly’s office to 
complain about the. lack of life- 
‘guards at the beach and to ask 


what could be done about the 


situation. : 

Sunday was the final day that 
lifeguards were on duty at the 
beach. Onota Lake is still open, 
put there will be no supervised 
swimming for the rest of the 
summer. 

According to the director of the 
YMCA day-care program, the 
children greatly enjoy all of the 
activities available at the lake but 
are not allowed on the beach 
without lifeguards. 


Paid rain or shine 


Since the story was reported, 
there has been renewed interest 
in the Department of Parks and 
Recreation’s budget, including 
some questions about how well it 
was managed this summer. 
Some of the questions involve 
staffing levels at the beach and 
the fact that the guards were paid 
rain or shine. 


In years past, the park com- 
missioners would shut down the 
beaches in foul weather, only to 


have the sun come out a short. 


time later, Marchesi said. After a 
number of people complained 
that there was no lifeguard on 
duty, the commissioners decided 
to keep the lifeguards on the job 
every day, no matter what the 
weather was. 

In addition, he spoke of the 
difficulty involved in finding a 
skilled staff to serve as lifeguards 
at $4.30 an hour when the pro- 
gram operates for only six weeks 
of the summer. 

“The young people used to get 
10 weeks of work from. us,” 


Marchesi said, referring to the 


years before the city began expe- 
riencing such severe budget 
problems. % 

Despite the abbreviated pro- 
gram, the lifeguards are still re- 
quired to have a senior lifesaving 
certificate, a first-aid certificate 
and a cardiopulmonary resusci- 
tation certificate and to attend 
Marchesi’s aquatics institute. 
With that in mind, he continued, 
it would seem to be asking a lot 


to expect the lifeguards to forgo | 


their pay on rainy days, he said. 

Marchesi maintained two to 
three lifeguards at the beach 
during the week because of the 
department’s rescue and resusci- 
tation guidelines, he said. 


into difficulty, the lifeguard 
seated in the chair enters the 
water, a second lifeguard ascends 
the chair and a third is respon- 
sible for retrieving and setting up 


» resuscitation equipment, he said. 


On Saturdays and Sundays, the 
increased numbers of swimmers 
at the beach required four to five 
lifeguards, he_said. | : 


Marchesi said his department _ 


has $25,000 this year with which 
to finance the beach program, the 
special education playground, 


four additional playgrounds, the . 


junior football league and the 
girls’ softball league. 

Three years ago, he said, the 
department had $90,000 to spend 
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For example, if a swimmer gets 


_ After a morning of hard work on two West Side parks, Adrien Hanger, 


on the same number of programs. 


Craig F. Walker / B g 


15, of Pittsfield, uses 


_ his wheelbarrow for a different purpose. Al ing is hi 
canines who turned out for the police and pee me Bea Vane he Ee MMB Er, OF 


Community, police join 


in major parks cleanup 
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By Mary Grace Butler 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


_ PITTSFIELD — City residents 
brought their children, dogs and 
muscles out on yesterday’s warm 
and sunny morning to help clean 
up two West Side parks. 


_ On a day when the rest of the 
country reeled from violent reac- 
tions to last week’s acquittal of 
four white Los Angeles police of- 
ficers accused of beating a black 
man, Pittsfielders of varying 
shades of white, black, brown and 
pink worked together to make 
an parks litter-free and crime- 
ree. 


The cleanup was organized by 
West Side residents Barbara 
Hanger and Kirt Goines, in co- 


operation with COPPS. The 


Community Outreach Policing 
and Problem-Solving police team, 
led by Sgt. Anthony J. Riello, 
rolled up its collective sleeves at 
both parks. Riello and Officers 
Kim Bertelli-Supranowicz, Mark 


Bushey and John Murphy raked, 


5 ER and lifted leaves and lit- 
er. 

About 15 residents gathered to 
clean up Pitt Park, and about 25 
were at Tucker. The numbers 
were slightly misleading, how- 
ever, because the Tucker contin- 
gent included some very small fry 
who were perhaps more decora- 
tive than dedicated. 

At Pitt Park, workers with rakes 
were digging out accumulated 
dead leaves along a fence line 
that borders the Housatonic 
River and were picking up seem- 


ingly endless bits of broken glass. 

Pitt covers perhaps two acres. 
It has a large lawn area, a bas- 
ketball court, swings, benches, 
seesaws, a slide and a small 
stage. Workers wore protective 
work gloves purchased by clean- 
up organizer Barbara Hanger. 


Clancy, a brown and black dog 
of indeterminate ancestry,~-was 
the “social director,” according to 
Hanger. 


Sharon Frye regretted that “my 
kids aren’t here helping. They’re 
home watching cartoons.” 


Still, she was working hard at 
cleaning up. “We all grew up in 
this park,” she said. “If we stick 
together, we'll get rid of [drug 
dealers].” Sheila Frye, Sharon’s 


CLEANUP, continued on A4 
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High and dry 7 eee 


Curtis Collin, 5, of Pittsfield is forced on a Swing above a 


Ited snow at the Ki ; 
pore? atcéat Cantey He needed help from his father in 


getting on and off the swing without soaking his feet. 


’ World playground at the 


Violent crimes ma> 
holiday week 


An altercation at Deming Field on 
Monday night involved youth gangs, 
residents told the Gazette on Tues- 
day. 

The incident, which resulted in at 
least one injury requiring hospital 
treatment, involved an attack on a 
group of youths who were using the 
park’s recreational facilities. 

No damage was done to the base- 
ball fields or Little League structures 
at the field. : 

On Thursday night, the district 
attorney’s office reported that police 
were investigating the “suspicious 
death” of a male at house on Leba- 
non Avenue. Neither the police nor 
the district attorney's office would 
release further detailsas of press time. 


~~ 
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‘ t layground at the First Street 
and Jill Loveday, both 8, get ina little tick-tack-toe at | Common in Pittsfield. 


The big game 


Enjoying their school vacation, Jillian Stone, left, the Kids’ World 


a 
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Wayward slam dunk? Hye td 
While it looks like John Matson Jr. of Pittsfield jumped too high, he’s just attaching a new net to basket at the Dorothy 
Amos playground on West Street. 
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Hit and run Tape! 


On a beautiful day when the temperature approached 60, Pittsfi j Ww 
: ; : ; ield High teams swarmed : 
foreground, baseball players wait to take batting practice — pitching machine is in front of en Sine cack at soles eter re 
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Taking advantage of the sunny weather, these kids enjoyed a 
“wash and tumble” at the Kids Common earlier this week. 
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the sledding at Clapp Park. Tubes, toboggans and 
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__ $tyle on Cheshire Lake for an upcoming speed skating event in Lake Placid, N.Y., this weekend. | | | eas to tee eee Oe 


SILHOUETTE SKATING—Mary Lou DiNicola and John Miraglia of the Pittsfield Speed Skating Club are silhouetted against the late aftemoon sun as they practice thei 
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Pittsfield speed skater wins N.Y. title 

| eS ae ah 6 a member of the Pittsfield Parks and Recreation 
cai ae ee ee B division championship last 
Tekeb lacie Nt Cc peed Skating Championships held at 
‘ Hino Me A finished first in the 500-, 800- and 1,000-meter events and a 
Ces Pie eaced aenapere one Nas top finishers for Pittsfield 
| : ; ird In the 800 and 1,000 and | i 
the 500 of the men’s masters divisi Nee net ae 

) 3 ivi 
| septs the 1,500 in the men’s a CAE ES SBS Bae 
n the senior women’s divison, Ma iNi 
N's | ; ry Lou DiNicola was s 
900 and 3,000 and third in the 800 and 1,000 for an ua teh 


_ finish. 
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in North Adams. (Transcript 


Speed-skating ane 


offering lessons — 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Parks Speed Skating Club, in 
conjunction with the Department 
of Parks and Recreation, will 
conduct a learn-to-skate program 


during the Christmas school va- 


cation. 

The program, which is open to 
local children, will run Monday 
through Thursday, Dec. 28-31, 
from 11:45 to 12:45 at the Pittsfield 
Boys’ and Girls’ Club rink. 
Double-runner skates are no 
recommended. . 

Registration will be Wednes 
day, Dec. 2, from 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. 
at the Park Department office, 874 
North St. The fee is $15 for the 
four sessions, and registration 
will be limited to the first 60 
skaters. 

If vacancies occur, people may 
call the office at 499-9343, begin- 


ning Thursday, Dec. 3. | |- 30 -qy 


‘Youngsters participate in the New England 
Regional Indoor Speed Skating competition 
held Sunday at the Vietnam Veterans Memo- 


John Sullivan) 


Pittsfield parks speed skating 
Several members of the Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club earned 
top finishes at the season-ending Eastern States Associations Short 


Track Championship in Colonie, N.Y. 

Arthur Ruff was third in the 1,500 meter and fourth in the 800 and 
1,000 in the masters division; Karl Franz had seconds in the senior 
men’s B Division 500, 800, 1,000 and 1,500 and John Miraglia had fourths 


in the senior men’s A Division 800, 1,000 and 1,500. 
At the club’s season-ending banquet, awards were presented to ; 


Jenny Bernardo and Tony Riello for sporstmanship, Jennyne Tremblay 7 | 
and Patrick Hurst as most dedicated, Mike Carchedi as rookie of the Speed skaters open season in N.Y. 
Members of the Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club kicked off their 


year, Tim Sime most improved, Kate Farry for attending the most 
meets and Anne Riello, who won the coaches’ award. | 

season last weekend at a meet hosted by the Saratoga Speed Skating 
Club in Colonie, N.Y. | 


Abbey Kingman was elected president for the coming season and re- 
-Theresa Sime finished third overall in the peewee girls’ division, 


elected were Miraglia as vice president and Pat Peaslee as secretary/ 
treasurer. | N -| ¥-4 Se | 
| ; i , o with seconds in the 111, 222 and 444 meters and a third in the 333. Kate 
Farry had a second in the 933 and fourths in the 500 and 611 for midget 
girls, Tim Sime was third in the 222 and fourth in the 333, 444 and 500 
in the pony boys. Arthur Ruff was third in the masters 777; Karl Franz 
was third in the 500 and fourth in the 777 and 1,000 in the senior men’s 
B division; and Tony Riello was fourth in the 777 and 1,000 among 


juvenile boys. (oe Ne O on 


Speed Skating Club meets Tuesday 


The Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club has scheduled an organiza- 


tional meeting Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. at Springside House, 874 North St. 
Anyone interested in speed skating is welcome to attend. Further 
information may be obtained from Pat Peaslee, 443-3466 evenings. 


PeAS-T> 





Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


On Springside Pond 1/33] a 


-year-old Nicole Parsley, all tuckered out from learning to skate, gets a push from her 
atee Geather 6, on Soriiccide Pond, which was flooded over the weekend by their 
grandfather, James J. Riddle, president of the Springside Park Friends organization. 
Riddle was aided by friends, skaters and a pump from Taylor Rental Center. He said 85 
skaters turned out Sunday and the pond now has a 15-inch base of ice. Nicole and Heather 


are the daughters of Bonnie Riddle and Wesley Parsley Jr. 


Dressed to play 


Teddy Clairmont, 10, helps friend Wayne Tassone, 17, put on hockey gear before the two head onto Pontoosuc Lake for an 
afternoon of skating. 


Chairman is named 
for Queen's Ball 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee has 
announced that Sheryl More- 
house of Stamford, Vt., has’ been 
named chairwoman of its annual 
Queen’s Coronation, scheduled 
for Friday, Feb. 7, at the Itam 
Lodge. . 

Dance music will be provided 
by Berkshire Sun Audio Produc- 
tions from 9 to 1. Reservations 
are recommended, a committee 
announcement said. hi 

The ball is the culmination of 
the annual contest sponsored by 
the Pittsfield Winter Sports 
Committee Inc. of the Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation. 

This year’s contestants will be 
evaluated by a panel of three 
judges, who will select the 1992 
Winter Carnival queen and lady- 
in-waiting, the committee said. 

Tickets will be available after 
Jan. 20 at the Parks department 
office at 874 North St.g-=9n° @ 


Bee ee 
oyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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Auto ice trials open 
tomorrow at Onota 


PITTSFIELD — Automobiles will dot Onota Lake Saturday as 
they take part in the 32nd annual ice trials, an event of the. 47th 
annual Pittsfield Winter Carnival. 

Although the Pittsfield police have issued repeated warnings 
to motorists to stay off the lakes, in view of several recent 
mishaps, race officials have assured competitors that there is 
sufficient ice in the area of the competition. 

“We only run in one area of Onota Lake, and the ice is safe 
where we operate,” said Mark Majcher of Lee, vice president of 
the Berkshire Motor Sports Club. He said the ice measured 14 
inches thick on the race course yesterday, and further tests will 
be made before racing begins. The event has received the 
approval of the Parks Commission. 

The competition, open to all types of automobiles, begins at 
9:30 a.m. with registration at the Frank Controy Pavilion at 
Burbank Park. Timed runs will begin at 11, with drive-arounds 
for course familiarization at 10. The event is a test of driving 
skills on ice. Cars run separately so there is no danger of 
collision. The winding course is about one mile long. 

Prizes will be awarded for the top third of five separate 
classes, with each class duplicated for studded tires. Classes 
include front engine with rear wheel drive, front engine with 
front wheel drive, rear engine with rear wheel drive, 4-wheel 
drive and other specialized vehicles. 

Helmets must be worn and seat belts must be used. The entry 
fee is $10. 

Additional ice trials are scheduled Feb. lo and 16. 

Clark Nicholls of Lee is chairman of the event, hosted by the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee, and held in conjunction 
with the Mohawk-Hudson region of the Sports Car Club of 
America and Berkshire Motor Sports Club. , 


Winter sports group 
plans Jan. 6 meeting 


PITTSFIELD — There will be a 
meeting of the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee of the De- 
partment of Parks and Recreation 
on Wednesday, Jan. 6, at 7:30 p.m. 
at Springside House, 874 North 
Shor are ahs fe 
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Change of terrain 


Joe! Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Stafi 
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Riding a mountain bike, Pittsfield attorney Peri Campoli : | 
chose to leave the mountains behind vesbeeiley af eaion dee aasvenane ee ee 





Clear sailing 


Members of the Taconic High School boys’ and girls’ cross country ski. during workouts last week. Team members frequently ski across the 
teams utilized the wide-open spaces of Onota Lake as a practice course stark lake landscane. 


Winter sports unit 
to hold first meeting 


PITTSFIELD — There will be 
an organizational meeting of the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Commit- 
tee on Wednesday, Sept. 30, at 
7:30 p.m. at the Springside House. 
Anyone wishing to assist the 
committee with its Winter Carni- 
val activities has been invited to 


attend. G Y- %s ik 


Icy fingers ee U 


Notre Dame Middle School students John DeForest, left, 
and Marc Hopfenspirger look at ice Spree a to tree 
branches at the First Street Common in Pittsfield. Another 
dusting of light snow is expected today after yesterday’s 
cold but sunny. day. The official low at Pittsfield Airport 
was minus 4, but unofficial readings elsewhere in_ the 
county included minus 15 at Savoy, minus 10 in Sandisfield, 
minus 9 in Peru, minus 8 in Lee and minus 6 in Richmond. 





Joe! Libizal / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Ice at las 7 2 


Off-duty firefighters coated the Common on First Street in Speed skater Kurt Kuehnl of Dalton speeds by as Notre 


Pittsfield with ice over the weekend, restoring the tradi- Dame Middle School pupils watch. Loomi i 
tional ice rink that manpower costs had blocked this year. is the city’s old high schaple now repel at the olderiy. 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Common slush Lye ae 


When the Pittsfield. Common was finally flooded for ice valiant skaters, who are from Monson, are Edward Manley, 
skating little over a week ago, area skaters rejoiced; but a 6, at left; Melinda Manley, 8, and their mother, Elizabeth 


turn in the weather has undone all the hard work. These Manley, center. 





Hang on 


Youngsters are learning to 
skate this week at the Boys’ and 
Girls’ Club rink. At top Kara 
Nilan, 3, of Pittsfield is steadied 
by Kurt Kuehnel of the Pitts- 
field Speed Skating Club. The 
club and the city Parks and 
Recreation Department are 
sponsoring the program. At 
rights, helmets protect young- 
sters’ heads from the inevitable 
spills. 
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golf-on-ice tour- 


Perhaps the biggest event of the 
Winter Carnival is the mammoth 
All of this takes a lot of plan- 
ning and work, but for Przed- 


at Onota Lake, which includes 
' pelski it’s worth it. He has par- 


sled, skating and snowshoe races, 
nament, a haywagon ride and kite 


an ice sculpting contest, an ice 
flying. 


family day at the Controy Pavilion 
fishing derby, 


nam Veterans skating rink 
North Adams. 


f 


Winter Carnival Queen. An entire 
window at the former England 


Brothers department store 


in 
f the 
Coun- 


, many residents 
cilor Mary L. Murphy tried un- 


, up to 16 young 


In the past, ur 
woman competed for the title o 


North Street would be _ trans- 
formed into a gallery, where pic- 
tures of the contestants were 


sprung to the defense o 
queen contest when City 


fl QUEEN, from Bl 
displayed. In 1972 
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Przedpelski notes that a tired 
missed it and wanted the event 
back. 


“But some sort of changes have 
Pittsfield Fourth of July Parade 


to be made,” he-said. “What they 


ticipated in the Pittsfield Winter 
are, I don’t know.” 


Carnival since he was a child 
couple of years after which it was 


himself and wants to see the tra- 
committee took a breather for a 
reinvented into an exciting local 


dition continued. 
extravaganza by people 


including the 


is traditionally 
city ski meet at the Bousquet Ski 


crowned at a coronation ball, 


which this year will be held on 


events, 
Jan. 15; toboggan races at 


There are many more Winter 


The queen 


7 


Feb. 11 at the Itam Lodge if 
Area on 


enough women between the ages 


successfully to get the Council to 
of 17 and 21 get involved. 


ban it, maintaining the contest 


exploited young women. 
Osceola Park on Jan. 23; automo- 


Carnival 
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Lake and the Pittsfield 


short track speed skating cham- 
pionships on Feb. 19 at the Viet- 


bile ice trials Feb. 12 and 13 on 
Onota 


“T almost suspect that’s what’s 


going to happen with this,” he 


Said. 
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Set. Riello to emcee 
Carnival Queen. Ball 


PITTSFIELD —- “Sheryl J.. 


Morehouse, chairwoman ofthis 
year’s 47th annual Winter Carni- 
val Queen Ball, has:announced 
that Police Sgt. Anthony Riello 
will be master of ‘ceremonies for 
this year’s Coronation’Ball, to be 
held Friday from 9 to 1 at the 
Itam Lodge. pier: 

Riello is in charge of Pitts- 
field’s Community and Youth 
Services Bureau and is a Drug 
Abuse Resistance Education of- 
ficer. ie | 

Tickets may be obtained by 
calling the Department of Parks 
and Recreation office between 8 
and 5 Monday through Friday. 
Reservations are suggested, and 


tables will seat 10 people.) _j- 92 


Monday, February 10, 1992 — BS5 


Sports committee 
lists the winners 


of Winter 


PITTSFIELD — Tonia M.. Poli- 
doro, 17, was crowned queen of 
the city’s Winter Carnival at a 
gala ball Friday evening at the 
Itam Lodge, according to contest 
Chairman Shelly Wandrei. 

Polidoro, daughter of Michael 
and Mary Kiernan Polidoro of 155 
Hancock Road, is a senior at 
Taconic High School, where she 
has been a cheerleader for two 
years. The queen wore a red satin 
gown and was escorted by Eric 
Depson. She was awarded $75 
and assorted gifts from the Win- 
ter Sports Committee. 

The lady in waiting is Stacie J. 
Meyer, 17, daughter of Michael J. 


Carnival 


1,000 buttons in order to qualify 
for the queen judging. 

The number of buttons sold, 
however, has no bearing on the 
award of the queen’s crown. Con- 
testants are judged on poise, 
personality, speech and expres- 
sion, appearance and knowledge 
of the Winter Carnival. 

This year’s judges were Vir- 
ginia Vrooman of Pittsfield, 1990 
Ms. Massachusetts and 1991 first 
runner-up in the Ms. North 
America Pageant; state Rep. 
Christopher J. Hodgkins, D-Lee, 
and his wife, Deborah A. Hodg- 
kins, funeral director at Devanny- 
Condron Funeral Home. 


Committee has been 
Bousquet Ski Area. 
The race, an easy giant slalom, is 0 


om Pittsfield and adjoining towns. 


best time of one run. 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee Inc. has 
announced that the Winter Car- 
nival’s annual family day will be 
Sunday at Onota Lake’s Frank 
Controy Pavilion. | 

In the event of above-freezing 
temperatures, the entire day’s 
program will be canceled, the 
committee said. A final decision 

' will not be made until Saturday. 

Activities will begin with an ice 
fishing derby at 7:30 am. All 
other activities will run from 
noon to 4. 

William Morehouse has been 
named chairman of the derby. 

Categories for the fishing derby 
include grand prize for the larg- 
est fish and the top four places 
for men, women, boys and girls. 
Only one prize per person will be 
allowed, the committee’s an- 
nouncement said. | | 

The entry fee is $2 for adults; 
children will be admitted free. 
Registration will be held from 7 
to 11. 

_ Children’s sled races will begin 

at 1 and will be followed by skat- 
ing races at 2. All types of sleds 
and skates will be allowed. Carl 
Peaslee is in charge of the races. 

Ribbons and trophies will be 
awarded in each division. Age 
groups include children under 6, 
6-7, 8-10 and 11-12. All children 
under 6 must be accompanied by 
an adult. 


The annual City Ski 


Registration will be acce 


Winter Carnival schedules 
annual family day outing 


Registration for the sled races 
will run from noon to 1 and skat- 
ing, from noon to 1:30. There is no 
entry fee. Applications are avail- 
able at the Department of Parks 
and Recreation office, 874 North 
St., or at the event. 


A golf on ice tournament will 
begin at 1 p.m. Chairman of the 
tournament is David Melle. Reg- 
istration will be held on the lake 
in front of the pavilion. The entry 
fee is $1 for adults. Golf balls will 
be supplied. Participants have 
been asked to bring their own 
golf clubs. 


A snow sculpture contest for 
families and organizations will. 
begin at noon. Cash prizes of $25, 
$15 and $10 will be awarded to 
the top three winners. Carol 
Maaia of Berkshire Community 
College will demonstrate ice 
sculpturing during the day. 

Balloons, sleigh rides, re- 
freshments and hot air balloon 
rides will be available. All chil- 
dren entered in the various 
events will receive a free hot dog . 
and hot chocolate. The Pittsfield 
Fire Department will have a fire 
engine on display. 

All -participants have been 
asked to use the Lakeway Drive 
entrance to Burbank Park. _ 
The Berkshire Ambulance will 
be- on hand for first-aid assis- a 


tance. J- 157 G S. 


Pittsfield City Ski Meet Jan. 25 


Meet sponsored b the Pi 1 
mee ibe ittsfield Winter Sports 


Jan. 25, at 10 am. at 


ben to youngsters 1B and 
younger 
Winners will be determinéd ‘by 


pted up to the Start of 


1 the race. Entr 
are available at the Department of Parks & sellers sre er 


and will be available at B 
ousquet : 
have the signature of a narent th mn day of the race. Children must 


and Donna Meyer of 66 Newton 
Ave. Also a senior at Taconic, she 
is president of student govern- F : 
ment and Berkshire Youth Bock sin information may be obtained from David Mele, 442: 
United. She wore a pink sequined . oe 8 Wi pe Pe 2-4200, 
gown with white ruffles, and her ” B age 
escort was David Witherell. She 
received $50 and assorted gifts. 
Chosen Miss Congeniality was 
Jodi L. Caesar, 17, daughter of 
Dennis and Laurie Caesar of 12 
Pond St. A senior at Pittsfield 
High School and president of the 
Leaders Club, she wore a red 
strapless gown and was escorted 
by Jon Jangrow. She received a 


Speed skating Sunday in N. Adams 


The Vietnam Vetera 
be the site of the Pitts 
on Sunday startin 
chairman. 


Sn nase Skating Rink in North Adams wil] 
ee ort Track Speed Skating Championships 
n, according to Carl E. Peaslee, event 


The event will | 
a attract speed skaters from throughout the eastern 


trophy. 

The eight queen contestants 
sold 10,516 winter carnival but- 
tons at 50 cents-apiece. Top but- 
ton-seller was Rene C. Girard, 21, 
with 1,686. The daughter of Irene 
D. Talbot of 15 Linden St. and 
Arthur V. Girard of Stephentown 
N.Y., she is a 1988 graduate of 
Taconic and a nursing student at 
Berkshire Community College 
and American International Col- 
lege in Springfield. She wore a 
red off-the-shoulder satin gown, 
and her escort was Michael 
Moore. She received $75 and as- 
sorted gifts for being top button- 
seller. \ Sp db 

Proceeds from button sales go 
to fund Winter Carnival events 
and next year’s queen contest, 
said Wandrei, who was Winter 
Carnival: queen in 1990. Each 
participant has to sell at least 


. The meet is the concludin 





The contestants for 1992 Pittsfield Winter Carnival Queen 
“are, from left to right, front row: Tonia Polidoro, Christie 
Janchuk, 1991 Winter Carnival Queen Susan Healey, Stacie 
‘Meyer and Kathie Penna; second row, Jennifer Lyon, Erin 


Photo by Robert L. Shartrand 


Murphy, 1991 lady-in-waiting Nicole Blake, Renee Girard, 
Jodi Caesar, Diana L. Dawley. Missing when the photo- 
graph was taken were Caryn Dailey and Jodi Vallone. The 


queen will be selected Feb. 7. 
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Eleven join Winter Carnival Queen contest 


PITTSFIELD — Eleven young 


‘vomen are vying for the title of. 


‘Pittsfield Winter Carnival Queen 
‘this year, according to an an- 
nouncement from the Pittsfield 
“Winter Sports Committee. 

The contest is sponsored by the 
‘Pittsfield Winter Sports Commit- 
tee of the Department of Parks 
and Recreation and is part of the 
47th annual Pittsfield Winter 
Carnival. The contest began 
Friday night with a dinner hosted 
°by the Queen’s Committee at 
Giovanni’s Ristorante for the 
contestants and their mothers. At 
this time, the queen contestants 
were issued their Winter Carnival 
buttons, which will be sold for 50 
eéents. This is the only fund-raiser 
for the Winter Sports Committee. 

In order to be eligible for the 
‘judging for the Winter Carnival 
queen and lady-in-waiting, each 
contestant must sell a minimum 
of 1,000 Winter Carnival buttons. 
Judging will be held Friday, Feb. 
7, prior to the Winter Carnival 
Ball at the Itam Lodge. 

The reigning Winter Carnival 
queen is Susan Healey, daughter 
of John F. Healey of 641 Lakeway 
Drive. 

The queen and lady-in-waiting 
will be selected by a panel of 
judges on the basis of poise, ap- 
pearance, personality, expression 
and understanding of the Winter 
Carnival activities. 

The sale of the Winter Carnival 
buttons is a separate contest and 
has no bearing on the judging of 
the queen or lady-in-waiting. The 
girl selling the most Winter Car- 
nival buttons will receive a spe- 
cial ‘award. The queen and lady- 
in-waiting will also receive spe- 
cial awards in addition to the 
various gifts donated by local 
merchants, banks and purchases 
by the Winter Sports Committee. 

The contestants will also 
choose a Miss Congeniality, ac- 
cording to Shelley A. Wandrei, 
queen contest chairman. 

Queen contestants are: 


& Jodi L. Caesar, 17, daughter 
of Dennis and Laurie Caesar of 12 
Pond St., is a senior at Pittsfield 
High School, where she is presi- 
dent of the Leaders Club and is a 
member of the school’s chorus 
and track team. She is employed 
by the Boys’ and Girls’ Club, 
which is also her sponsor, as a 
group leader. 


_ & Caryn E. Dailey, 18, daughter 
of Thomas A. and Gloria Dailey of 
980 Hancock Road, is a 1991 
graduate of Taconic ‘High school 
and currently attends Westfield 
State College, where she _ is 
studying marketing. While in high 
school, she was editor of the 
school newspaper, a Special 
Olympics volunteer and member 
of the varsity swim team. At 
Westfield State, Dailey is treg 


Bs 
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surer of the class of 1995 and is a 
tour guide. Dailey is currently 
employed by Giovanni’s Ris- 
torante. 

> Diana L. Dawley, 17, daugh- 
ter of Marge Dawley of 1 Clair 
Place and John Dawley of South 
Mountain Road, is a senior at 
Taconic High School, where she 
is involved with the prom, year- 
book and dance committees. 
Dawley is employed by the Berk- 
shire Nursing Home as a dietary 
aide. 

> Renee C. Girard, 21, daughter 
of Irene D. Talbot of 15 Linden 
Street and Arthur V. Girard of 
Stephentown, N.Y., is a 1988 
graduate of Taconic High School. 
She is currrently ‘a: first-year 
nursing student at Berkshire 
Community College. Girard is in- 
volved with the Special Olympics 
committee and the Student Nurs- 
ing Association. She is employed 
as a waitress at Pizza Hut and is 
sponsored by the Battery Outlet 
Corp. 

> Christie M. Janchuk, 17, 
daughter of Phillip and Lena 
Janchuk of 162 Velma Ave., is a 
senior at Taconic High School. 
She is involved with the Berk- 
shire United Way Service Society 
and participated in the Young 
Woman of the Year Program. At 
Taconic, Janchuk is senior class 
treasurer and a member of the 
yearbook, Students Against Driv- 
ing Drunk, schoo] newspaper and 
prom and dance committees. 
Janchuk is also on the school’s 
soccer team and is captain of the 


track team. She is currently em-. 


ployed as a sales clerk at Fayva 
Shoes at the Berkshire Mall and 
is sponsored by Alarms of the 
Berkshires. 

> Jennifer C. Lyon, 18, daugh- 
ter of David and Kathleen Lyon 
of Algonquin Street, Lanesboro, is 
a 1991 graduate of Mount Grey- 
lock Regional High School, where 
she was a member of Students 
Against Drunk Driving. She cur- 
rently is majoring in liberal arts 
at Berkshire Community College, 
where she is a member of the 
BCC Players. Outside of school, 
she is a member of the Pittsfield 


4th of July Parade Committee and 
is employed by Action Video. 

> Stacie J. Meyer, 17, daughter 
of Michael and Donna Meyer of 66 


Newton Ave., is a senior at Tac-, 


onic High School where she is a 
member of the softball team, peer 
resource team, Student Advisory 
Council and president of the 
Student Government and the 
Berkshire Youth United. Meyer is 
employed as a sales clerk by the 
Limited Express at the Berkshire 
Mall and is sponsored by Giftos 
Brothers. 

> Erin J. Murphy, 17, daughter 
of Richard and Linda Murphy of 
166 Lebanon Ave., is a senior at 
Taconic High School. In school, 
she is involved with Students 
Against Driving Drunk, Berkshire 
Youth United and captain of the 
track and cross country teams, 
qualifying for the state champi- 
onships. She is a volunteer di- 
etary aide at the Berkshire Re- 
tirement Home. 

> Kathie J. Penna, 17, daughter 
of Carmelo and Silvana Penna of 
46 Lucille St., is a senior at Tac- 
onic High School, where she was 
vice president of Students 
Against Driving Drunk and the 


student senate. She is also a 
member of the school’s soccer 
and track teams, Student Advi- 
sory Council, newspaper staff and 
representative to the School 
Committee. 

> Tonia M. Polidoro, 17, 
daughter of Michael and Mary 
Polidoro of 166 Hancock Road, is 
a senior at Taconic High School. 
At Taconic, she has been a 
cheerleader for two years and is 
involved in the Exploring Human 
Nature Class at Crosby Middle 
School and the Peer Resource 
team. Polidoro plans to obtain a 
college degree in elementary ed- 
ucation. She is employed by De- 
signs in the Berkshire Mall and is 
sponsored by Pittsfield Perma- 
nent Firemen’s Benefit Associa- 
tion. 

> Jodi A. Vallone, 17, daughter 
of Linda E. Vallone of 77 Dick- 
inson Ave., is a senior at Pitts- 
field High School, where she is 
involved with the school’s chorus 
and drama club. She is presently 
employed as a hostess at Chi- 
Chi’s Restaurant. Vallone plans to 
enlist in the U.S. Air Force to 
become a pilot. She is sponsored 
by FJV Auto Transport. 





Undeterred by the bitter cold, Aubrey Swanson, 7, and 
Skylar Swanson, 10, of Pittsfield take delight in bouncing 
off a 40-foot-high inflatable sculpture yesterday at the 


PITTSFIELD — Skating races, 
a snow sculpture contest and golf 
on ice were highlights of the 
Winter Carnival’s annual Family 
Day yesterday at Onota Lake. 


The Pittsfield Winter Sports 
Committee announced winners of 
the various events. 

> Skating races 

Trophy winners were Nicole 
Farrar, under 6 years; Nicholas 
Croce, 6-7 years; Michael Lynch, 
8-10 years; and Marianne Eddy, 
11-12 years. 


Katie Campbell 


> Snow sculpture contest 

First place was awarded to the 
Swanson family of 251 Second St. 
with “Couch Potatoes.” Second 
place was won by Bobby and 
Poncho Healy and Craig Rand 
with “Snow Cave,” and _ third 
place went to the Kampe family 
of 49 Glory Drive with “Fabulous 
Face.” 

> Golf on ice 

Aaron Garner. won with a score 
of 31; Joe Hopper, second, 32, and 
Donna Hopper, third, 36. 


> Fishing derby 

Fishing derby chairman Bill 
Morehouse released the following 
results. 


Grand prize was awarded to 
Joe Brodeau for catching a 3%- 
pound, 2214-inch pickerel. 


In the men’s division, prizes 
were awarded to Wayne Mickle, 
152-pound, 13%-inch bass, first; 
Craig Depson, 1%4-pound, 16%- 
inch pickerel, second; Dennis 
Melle, 1-pound, 16%-inch pick- 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


~ Winter Carnival’s annual family day at Onota Lake. George 
York of Portland, Maine, made. the sculpture. Such a 
sculpture has never been displayed before at the carnival. 


a b(TA. 


Family Day features skating, golf on ice 


erel, third, and Steve Marquis, %- 
pound, 15!4-inch pickerel, fourth. 

In the boys’ division, Justin 
Proper placed first with a 1%4- 
pound, 17-inch pickerel. Other 
prizes were won by Joey Melle, 1 
¥g-pound, 17-inch pickerel, 
second; Bill Kenney, %-pound, 
154%4-inch pickerel, third, and 
Mark Depson, %2-pound, 10-inch 
perch, fourth. 

In the girls’ division, first prize 
was won by Rebecca Proper for 
catching 34-pound, 13-inch trout. 


; Me ay Fx 
Carnival pole set 


schedule of 1993 events 


Ronald Przedpelski, chairman of 
the Pittsfield Winter Sports Commit- 
tee, has announced event dates for 


the 48th Pittsfield Winter Carnival: 


¢ Queen’s Contest, January 8 thru 
February 1. | 

¢ Toboggan Races, January 16. 

e Family Day, Burbank Park, Janu- 
ary 24. 

e Queen’s Coronation Ball, Febru- 
ary 5, Itam Lodge. 

e Ice Trials, Burbank Park, Febru- 
ary 13 & 14. 

e Pittsfield Short Track Speed Skat- 
ing Championships, Vietnam Memo- 
rial Skating Rink, February 21. 

The committee’s next meeting will 
be Wednesday, December 9 at the 
Springside House, 874 North Street, 
at 7:30 p.m. and is open to the public. 


Dalton crowns Winter Carnival queen 


Joel Librizzi 


DALTON — Katie Campbell was 
crowned Winter Carnival Queen on Sat- 
urday night at the annual Winter Carni- 
val dinner-dance at the American Le- 


gion. | 


Crowned as the 1992 princess was Pa- 
tricia “Tita” Thompson, daughter of 
William and Martha Thompson of 9 High 
St. 

Campbell, who was chosen from 
among 12 contestants by her peers at 
Wahconah Regional High School, is the 
daughter of Gary and Susan Campbell of 
34 Jennings Ave. 

_A senior at Wahconah, Campbell is a 
member of the Student Council and the 
Senior Leaders, a Big Sister, a Youth 
League coach and a volunteer for the 
Winter Special Olympics. She is also a 
Junior Rotarian. 

She is on the softball and intramural 
basketball teams, the All-School Council, 
the yearbook staff and the TRIBE school 
newspaper staff and is a member of the 
National Honor Society and Latin Club. 
She is an alternate to Girls State. 


Her hobbies are camping and garden- 
ing. 

Thompson, also a senior at Wahconah, 
is in the advanced placement program. 
She is a Girls State delegate, a Youth 
League coach, a Big Sister, a Senior 
Leader and Junior Rotarian. 

She serves on the school newspaper, 
yearbook and Talking Chronicle and is a 
member of the National Honor Society, 
Latin Club, Student Council, All-School 
Council and the St. Agnes’ Church youth 
group. She also participates in soccer, 
track and basketball. 

She has received the William Danforth 
“I Dare You” award and “Outstanding 
Girl of the Year” award. 


4,600 buttons sold 


The 12 contestants sold a total of 4,600 
Winter Carnival buttons, and Lisa God- 
deau was the top seller. She is a senior 
at Wahconah. 

Goddeau is a member of the school 
softball and volleyball teams and is a 
cheerleader. She is on the yearbook 


staff, Senior Assembly committee, prom 
committee and Students to Eliminate 
Peer Pressure. She is head of the recy- 
cling effort at Wahconah and of fund- 
raising efforts to benefit cancer patient 
Adam Fortier of Washington. 


Campbell was crowned queen by last 
year’s winner, Jennifer Ryan, while 
Thompson was crowned by last year’s 
princess, Heather Wallace. 


The judges were Beverlee Landquist 
of Windsor, Raymond Wood of Dalton 
and Ann Marie Comerford of Great Bar- 
rington. | 

Approximately 175 people attended the 


event. 1 ES Nia, < > 





The Berkshire Eagle, Sunday, January 26, 1992 — C3 


Photos by Craig Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


City Ski Meet 


The Pittsfield City Ski Meet 
attracted 38 youngsters yes- 
terday at Bousquet. Above, 
Corey Walsh of Canaan, N.Y., 
shows his winning form in 
the boys’ age 8-10 division for 
those without formal ski 
training. At left, starter Bob 
Miller gets ready to send 
Ashley Zanconato (12) of 
Pittsfield through the giant 
slalom course. At bottom, 8- 
year-old Craig LeDuc of 
Pittsfield is all bundled up 
with equipment and warm 
clothes. 


Kalian, 
Olson top 
City Meet 


PITTSFIELD — Robert Kilian 
of Richmond posted the day’s 
fastest time, 28.33 seconds, to 
head a field of 38 youngsters who 
competed yesterday in the annual 
City Ski. Meet at Bousquet Ski 
Area. 

Kilian won the age 11-13 divi- 
sion for boys with ski race train- 
ing. The best girls’ time of the 
day was 29.70 posted by Ericka 
Olson of Pittsfield, also competing 
in the age 11-13 division for girls 
with race training. 

The easy giant slalom race for 
youngsters 13 and younger from 
Pittsfield and surrounding com- 
munities was a Pittsfield Winter 
Carnival event, sponsored by the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Commit- 
tee. David J. Melle was event 
chairman. 

Other top finishers are as fol- 


lows: 
BOYS 

Age 7 and under: 1. Ryan Larrivee, Dalton, 32.46; Ryan 
Loehr, Pittsfield, 33.56; 3. Colin Hollister, Pittsfield, 33.75. 

Age 8-10: 1. Corey Walsh, Canaan, N.Y., 31.48; 2. 
Peter Zanconato, Pittsfield, 31.60; 3. Jamie Manzolini, 
Richmond, 32.03. 

Age 11-13: 1. Brendhan McDevitt, Pittsfield, 28.89; 2. 
Shawn Harrington, Richmond, 29.10; 3. Jeff LeDuc, Pitts- 
field, 30.84. 


GIRLS 

Age 7 and under: 1. Kathryn Hollister, Pittsfield, 41.31; 
2. Jodi Dias, Lanesboro, 45.60; 3. Colette Loehr, Pittsfield, 
61.50. 

Age 8-10, untrained: 1. Amanda Busch, Pittsfield, 
29.87; 2. Monique Ollinger, Pittsfield, 31.88; 3. Susannah 
Pollock, Hinsdale, 32.98. 

Age 11-13, untrained: 1. Becky Manzolini, Richmond, 
30.63; 2. Emily Lynn Niebauer, Pittsfield, 32.55; 3. Alisor 
Walsh, Canaan, N.Y., 34.82. 

Age 8-10, trained: 1. Emily Larrivee, Dalton, 30.53; 2. 
Sarah Cave, Pittsfield, 33.16. 

Age 1-13, trained: 1. Ericka Olson, Pittsfield, 29.70; 2. 
Heather Barry, Pittsfield, 31.06. 
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Living on the edge Jedle- TX 


With the sun over her right shoulder, ‘11-year-old during yesterday’s City Ski Meet at Bousquet. The event 
Heather Miller is on her edges as she negotiates a gate attracted 38 youngsters. Story, other photos on Page C3. 
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This year’s button will depict Mr. and Mrs. Snowman. 


Winter Carnival bution 


has design from 1977 


: 4 8 PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee Inc. 
oyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff of the Department of Parks and Recreation has selected a 


Beamin queen a oh 9 re Winter Carnival button design from previous years to use on 


this year’s button. 


Tonia Polidoro, a 17-year-old senior at Taconic High School, is the new The design of Mr. and Mrs. Snowman was created in 1977 by 
bd 


queen of the Pitt i : ° Randy Duell, then an 8th ader at the former North Junio 
{ue 1991 queen, Suc Haale, Carnival. Putting on her robe of office is High School: now Reid Middle School. : : e 
Buttons will be sold by Winter Carnival queen contestants 
beginning Jan. 8. The sale of buttons will help defray the cost 

of the 48th annual Winter Carnival. 
ras Td, 





Winter Carnival 


Miraglia paces area indoor skaters 


John Miraglia of Pittsfield swept all four of his events to 
capture the senior men’s B Division title and pace Pittsfield 
Parks Speed Skating Club competitors at the Pittsfield Short 
Track Championships, which attracted 102 skaters to the Viet- 
nam Veterans Memorial Rink in North Adams on Sunday. 

The competition was part of the 47th annual Pittsfield Winter 
Carnival, sponsored by the Winter Sports Committee of the 
Department of Parks and Recreation. 

Miraglia swept the 500-meter, 777, 1,000 and 1,500 in his age 
division. Among other top Pittsfield club finishers, Patrick 
Hurst won the junior novice division, Jennyne Tremblay was 
second overall in the pony girls’ division, Tony Riello was third 
in the juvenile boys’ division and Anne Riello was third in the 
midget novice class. 

_ The Bay State Club of the Boston area won the Pittsfield team 
trophy with 158% points, retiring the trophy with three victo- 
ries. Saratoga, N.Y., was second with ie and Syracuse, N.Y., 
third with 10732. 
_ Top Pittsfield finishers are as follows: 


John Miraglia, senior men B, ist 500 (66.15); 1st 777 (1:30.26); 1st 1,500 
(3:04.48); 1st 1,000 (2:00.48). 

Jennyne Tremblay, pony girls, 2nd 222, 4th 444, 1st 222, 3rd 444, 2nd 333. 

Jenny Bernardo, midget girls, 4th 500, 4th 777, 4th 777, 4th 333. 

Tony Riello, juvenile boys, 3rd and 4th 500, 3rd and 4th 1,000; 2nd 333. 

Kate Farry, midget girls, 3rd 500; 3rd 333. 


Cook best in final auto ice trial 


David Cook of Housatonic posted the fastest overall time, and 
for the second straight week won three titles overall, in 
Saturday’s Pittsfield Winter Carnival auto ice trials at Onota 
Lake. The event, sponsored by the Mohawk-Hudson Region of 
the Sports Car.Club of America and the Berkshire Motor Sports 
Club, attracted 45 drivers. Another ice trial Sunday was can- 
celed because of fog and water on the ice. 

Cook, driving a Volkswagen-based dune buggy, had the fastest 
time of the day on the 1.42-mile course with 1 minute, 46.434 
seconds. He also won the four-wheel-drive unstudded class and 
was fastest in the “green machine.” 

Top finishers are as follows: 


_ Four-wheel-drive, unstudded: Cook, 1986 Suzuki Samurai, 2:16.884. 
Front engine, front wheel, unstudded: Bill Striebel, Dalton, 1984 Renault, 2:32.709. 
Front engine, front wheel, studded: Alan Claffie, Dalton, 1977 Honda Civic, 

2:30.937. 

Front engine, front wheel modified, studded: D.J. McArdle, Rennselaer, N.Y., 1986 

Plymouth Horizon, 2:00.369. 

Front engine, rear wheel, unstudded: John Fairweather, Pittsfield, 1973 Chevy 

Impala, 2:42.921, 

Front engine, rear wheel, studded: Gene Allen, South Egremont, 1972 Opel 

Manta, 2:21.733. 

Green Machine: Cook, 1970 Chevy station wagon, 1:56.510 
Rear engine, rear wheel, studded: Allen, 1972 Volkswagen, 2:20.817. 


Schedule of events listed 


A412 


for Pittsfield Winter Carnival 


} PITTSFIELD — Ronald 
Przedpelski, chairman of the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Commit- 
tee of the Department of Parks 
and Recreation, has announced 
‘the schedule of events for the 
48th annual Pittsfield Winter 


Carnival. 


~The queen contest will begin : 


Jan. 8 and run through Feb. 1. 

Other events include: 

> Toboggan races, Jan. 10, Os- 
ceola Park. 

> City ski meet, Jan. 16, Bous- 
ye Ski Area. 


3 
r 


> Family Day, Jan. 24, Burbank 
Park. 

> Queen’s Coronation Ball, 
Feb. 5, Itam Lodge. 

> Ice trials, Feb. 13 and 14, 
Burbank Park. 

> Pittsfield short track speed- 
skating championships, Feb. 21, 
Vietnam Memorial Skating Rink. 

The committee’s next meeting 
will be: Wednesday, Dec. 9 at 7:30 
p.m. at Springside House, 874 
North St. The public Oa ep 
invited. | RB 5 y 
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Haake heads carnival 


PITTSFIELD — Pamela M. 


“Delmolino of 170 Maplegrove 


Drive will again head the annual 
Pittsfield Winter Carnival 
Queen’s Contest. 
~ Delmolino, the 1976 Winter 
Carnival queen, has chaired the 
event since 1978. She is the sec- 
retary of the Winter Sports 
Committee and is employed with 
Kay-Bee Toy & Hobby Shops’ 
headquarters on West Street. 
The, announcement was made 
by Ronald Przedpelski, chairman 
of the Pittsfield Winter Sports 
Committee. 

The contest is open to single 
girls and women ages 17-21 who 


live, attend school or work in 


Pittsfield or who reside in an 
adjoining town. 

Each contestant must sell a 
minimum of 1,000 Winter Carnival 
buttons in order to be eligible for 
judging at the queen’s coronation 
ball, which has been scheduled 
for Feb. 5 at the Itam Lodge. 

A Miss Congeniality will be se- 
lected by the queen contestants, 
and the contestant selling the 
most Winter Carnival buttons will 
receive a special gift. The queen 
and lady-in-waiting also will re- 
ceive a special gift. 

The sale of buttons is a sepa- 
rate contest and has no bearing 
on the judging of queen or the 
lady-in-waiting. The contestant 
accumulating the highest score 
during the judging will become 


queen, and the contestant accu- 


mulating the second highest score 
will become lady-in-waiting. If 


queen contest for 14th year 


Pamela M. Delmolino 


the highest button seller is se- 


. lected queen or lady-in-waiting, 


she will still receive a special 
prize in addition to those prizes 
for queen or lady-in-waiting. 


Applications, contest rules and 


regulations, and more informa- 


tion on the contest may be ob- 
tained by calling Delmolino at 
her home. 


Applications also may be ob-. 
tained at the Department of. 
Parks and Recreation office in 
the Springside House, 874 North 
Sst. The application deadline is 
Dec. 18. 
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It’s 


not too early for Wild Acres to 


start on spring plans 


when winter still holds the sur- 

rounding countryside in its icy grip. 
But for directors of Friends of Wild 
Acres there’s no alternative. They have 
to plan their May fishing derbies for 
children, seniors and handicapped per- 
sons, and, more importantly, start rais- 
ing money to pay for them. 
The biggest item in the non-profit or- 
ganization’s budget, of course, is trout. 
About $5,000 a year is spent for the 
hatchery-reared fish, mostly 10-12 inches 
long but always some extras in the 114- 
to-2-pound range to give everyone a 
chance at a braggin’ size fish. 


|] t isn’t easy to concentrate on Spring 


Ted 
Giddings 


Our Berkshires 


dure: 

Send the donation ($15 or more) to 
Friends of Wild Acres, P.O. Box 1542, 
Pittsfield, MA 01202-1542, or call 1-800-462- 
8244, using a Touch-Tone phone, and 
enter donor’s Social Security number, 
Friends of Wild Acres zip code (01202- 
1542), amount of donation and date of 


Acres pond fell a victim of the state’s 
Proposition 24%. The Eagle published a 
letter from Goclowski stating that “there 
will be no derbies at Wild Acres this 
year unless approximately $4,000 can be 
raised by the private sector.” 

Response to the appeal was strong, the 
money poured in, and the derbies were 
saved. Although there have been years 
since then when partial city funding was 
appropriated, the bulk of the budget has 
been raised through donation. 

At the recent annual meeting of the 


- Friends, Goclowski was re-elected pres- 


ident and Richard D. Petruzella, another 
charter officer, secretary. David L. 
Dickaus was elected treasurer, succeed- 
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Funds come from a variety of sources, 
including sponsors who contribute $100 
or more and donors of lesser amounts. 
Sponsors and donors include businesses, 
banks, unions, civic and fraternal organ- 
izations, sportsmen’s clubs, and indi- 
viduals. 

A major source of income, according 
to Bernard J. Goclowski, Friends presi- 
dent, is the GE Foundation’s “More 
Gifts, More Givers” program. GE em- 
ployees and retirees can double their 
donation by using the following proce- 


Aq.iop SULYST. sjas 


donation. ; ing Franklin M. Patrick who has moved 
If you contribute — and we hope you out of the area. 

do — remember your donation is tax- a 

exempt (FWA tax-empt ID number 

2492600). This, of course, applies to all 

contributions, not just GE employees 

and retirees. 
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The Friends organization, incidentally, 
was hastily formed in May 1983 by Go- 
clowski and a few others when city 
funding of the fishing derbies at Wild 
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Former Amtrak shelter 
to be used as tool shed 


By Donna B. Mattoon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The unwanted 


and vandalized Amtrak shelter 
that was replaced this week by a 
newer model will be retired to 
the country where it will live out 
its final days as a makeshift tool 
shed. 

After some hectic years near 
the center of downtown Pittsfield 
where it was constantly trashed, 
the shelter is heading for the 
peace of Wild Acres on South 
Mountain Road. There, James J. 
Riddle will retrofit the Lexan 
shelter with a lot of plywood and 
store the park’s lawn mower and 
other paraphernalia inside. 


Recycled amenities 


The former chairman of the 
Conservation Commission and 
now its volunteer conservation 
properties manager, Riddle has 
developed a reputation in Pitts- 
field for recycling anything that 
might be of some value to his 
beloved Wild Acres. ) 


“Why destroy a good building?” 
Riddle asked yesterday of the 
former train shelter. 

He said Petricca Industries has 
volunteered to put the shelter on 
a truck and haul it out to the park 
where Riddle will paint it the 
brown and yellow that distin- 
guishes other Wild Acres build- 
ings. 


More visitors 


This past spring, Riddle also 
recycled the former information 
booth at Springside Park into 
another equipment storage shed. 

He said in the last year or SO, 
people have been using Wild 
Acres “like you wouldn’t believe.” 
In addition to the variety of fish- 
ing derbies sponsored there, 
people_are now signing up to use: 
the big pavilion to host clam- 
bakes, parties and other kinds of 
get-togethers. 

He said the park’s picnic ta- 
bles, three miles of walking trails 
and its lovely ambiance are 
catching on with city residents. 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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the winter. But even committed 


groups such as this one find them- 
_ selves spending considerable time 
cleaning up after discourteous users 
and helpless against drivers of all 
terrain vehicles who illegally roam 
the park, tearing up the land. 
“Sometimes these people drive on 
the ballfields at the parks, to chew 
them up, almost on purpose,” said 
Roger Sloper, another park commis- 
sioner. 
Sloper keeps signs in his car to 
post at the parks — “No motorized 
vehicles allowed —$200 fine.” While 


he reports that the signs are rarely . 


torn down, they are generally ig- 
nored. 

One of the parks’ greatest prob- 
lems is a lack of enforcement capa- 
bilities. A twenty man park police 
force once roamed the city parks, 
but that force no longer functions — 
and the problems have changed. 

Anthony Riello, who heads the 
police department's drug education 
unit, recently attended a parks com- 
mission meeting to discuss the es- 
tablishment of clearly identified 
“drug free” zones within some parks. 
It is a real concern in some areas, 
where parents don’t want their kids 
at the playground at night. 

Changing times 

Adapting to changed realities 
looms as one of the park 
department’s biggest challenges, 
particularly given that pumping in- 
creased money into the parks does 
not seem likely. 

Reilly cites several examples: 
“There used to be huge crowds of 
people who used the beaches, now 
more people have pools, there’s 
Ponterill, and other options.” The 
beaches remain important, he said, 
but not in quite the same way. 

Likewise, much of the parks’ ori- 
entation toward children is outdated: 


“We still need good playgrounds, 
but we also need to have more areas 
for walking paths, bicycle paths and 
places where adults can do things.” 

One reality that Reilly has forced 
upon the parks department is an 


end to its isolation from other city 
departments. 

Reilly has had the Bepaceniahe of 
Public Works absorb the Parks 
Department’s remaining mainte- 
nance staff, a move that made some 
employees and commissioners un- 
comfortable. 

“The Parks [department and com- 
missions] has historically run recre- 
ation programs, not maintenance 
programs,” said Reilly. Consolidat- 
ing the maintenance staff into the 
city’s general public works staff of- 
fers cost-savings and greater effi- 
ciency, he said. 

While commissioners seem to be 
taking a wait-and-see attitudeon the 
change, several commended William 
Forestell, commissioner of public 
works, who is attending the 
commission’s biweekly meetings. 

“It makes a big difference to have 
him there,” said parks commissioner 
Roxanne Spence. 

One of Forestell’s goals has met 


with rave reviews from the commis- 


sioners — mowing all the parks at 
least once a week, a maintenance 
project that has suffered in recent 
years due to cutbacks. 

The commissioners satisfaction 
with Forestell’s early efforts are 
matched by their enthusiasm for 
Reilly’s interest. 

Familiarity with parks © 

“He has a history with the parks,” 
said Nilan, “and believes parks can 
bea great asset ...as mayor, so far he 
has been very much of an advocate 
for the parks.” 

John Marchesi, who directs the 
parks department, concurred: “I see 
a lot of change with this mayor, he’s 
very recreation-minded ... in the fu- 
ture, we could be a lot better off.” 

But Marchesi, like several others 
involved in the parks, wants to keep 
the system as apolitical as possible. 
The parks, he said, can’t afford to get 


caught in further political battles. 
While some groups have adopted 
parks with remarkable results — the 
South Little League at Deming Field 
is an outstanding example — the 
trend can bea double-edged sword. 


Russ Potak 


Scaling the heights at Deming Park are Ashley Benham and Christina Ricchi, who decided this slide 


was meant for uoward motion. 


“Tt’s great that people volunteer to 
help and that they care,” said Reilly, 
“but there is a problem with a sense 
of ownership...all the parks areopen 
to the public, these are community 
issues.’ 

Sloper agrees, noting that volun- 
teers have done wonderful things 
with the parks but that they need 
some “control ...tomakesure they’ re 
aimed in the right direction.” 

Hebert, among others, is an advo- 
cateof neighborhood advisory coun- 
cils which would nurture parks and 
playgrounds as was the case several 
decades ago. But not all parks are 
neighborhood oriented and not all 
have equivalent constituencies. 

Indeed, as the monies have slowed 
and replacement equipment has been 
scarce, some parks have suffered 
worse than others. 

When the Gazette visited parks 
across the city this week, stunning 
contrasts existed among them. Some 


‘ were well maintained, others full of 


decrepitequipment, debris and dam- 
aged land. 
Disgusting debris 
The Dorothy Amos park on West 
Street, for example, is in immaculate 
condition. Its basketball courts are in 
almost constant use, in what seemsa 
clean, safeenvironment. A fewblocks 
away, Pitt Park is likea war zone, the 
equipment in shambles and the lawn 
a mess with debris ranging from 
condoms to liquor bottles and dis- 
carded drug paraphernalia. 


Bob Mellace of the Office of Com- 
munity and Economic Development 
said his department is working with 
the parks commission to address 
some of the problems, at least those 
in low income areas. 

“There is money budgeted for 
parks is Fiscal ’93, some $150,000,” 
Mellace said of the OCED budget. 
Parks in areas where at least 50 per- 
cent of the neighboring residents are 
below a certain income level will 
qualify for some of that money. 

“We’realso proposing a recreation 
survey that may help us identify 
parks in need on the fringes of quali- 


fying neighborhoods,” Mellace said. 

The parks commission has pro- 
vided OCED with a basic list of park 
needs that might be addressed. Atits 
next meeting, the commission will 
discuss general park priorities. 

Although the cuts have been diffi- 
cult and the problems severe, 
guarded optimism surrounds the 
parks: “Right now we're in difficult 
times that started back with 2 1/2,” 
said Hebert, “but the spirit of Pitts- 
field peopleis unequaled ...thismight 
make us stronger, because people 
learn to appreciate what we have 
more.” 


a 





SETA SINE back in time’ 1890s-style are Springside 


Green 


Greenhouse 


/ 


PITTSFIELD — The Springside Green- 
house Group is holding its annual open 
‘house Sunday, April 5, from 10 to 4 at the 
group’s greenhouse at 874 North St., behind 
the Parks Department building. 

Louise Cianflone and Larry Daoust are 
co-chairmen for the event, announced Nina 
McDermott, club president. 

To carry out the “Spring Back in Time” 
theme, the front of an 1890s Victorian-style 
house will be depicted, according to the 
announcement. Period costumes will be 
worn by club members, and there will be 


artifacts and furniture from that time. Old- 
time music will be played on an antique 
Victrola. Running this part of the event are 
Daoust, Ralph Gionet, Barbara Patton and 
Marita Curley, who are in charge of con- 
struction and painting. 

The “front yard” will be bedded with 
flowering plants and popular vegetables 
grown for the show by John Tharion and 
Pat Carey and their committees. 

A repeat this year will be the collection 
of farm animals, provided by Marie Briel- 
man. A photographer will be on hand to 


b l Gionet, background, 
ouse Group members Louise Cianflone and Ralph McDermott, foreground. 


group to hold 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


and Larry Daoust and Nina 


open house 


take pictures of children with the animals. 
There will be an herb garden by Elvira 
Terranova and Jerry Hermanski, as well as 
a bonsai display by Orin McCarty. Dave 
Burdick and Jean DiTomasso are in charge 
of the in-house plant competition. The 
winning plants will be on display at the 
open house. 

McCarty, Daoust and Marge Lavigne are 
organizing the plant sale and will be offer- 
ing many varieties being grown in the 
greenhouse by members. Refreshments will 
be sold. 
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The Springside House Greenhouse will conduct 
an “Open Greenhouse” next Sunday (April 5) from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. | 

Members will recreate a Victorian atmosphere 
within their historic building, complete with turn of 
the century victrola music played on an authentic 
antique player and appropriately attired members. 

Authentic leaded glass windows and barn wood shingles mark the greenhouse of the 


Springside group, which is a non-profit, all-volunteer group of amateur horticulturists. The 
greenhouse is located behind the parks and recreation building in Springside Park. 


Photos by 
Russ Potak 


A distinctive type of planted head — Andrew Benoit — grows amidst other types of flora and 
fauna. 3 


Louise Cianflone is involved in many greenhouse activities. Here 
she hangs a nother plant that was nurtured by the Springside 
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Community, police clean parks 


Photos by Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


the basketball court at Tucker, and many other children 
helped out at the cleanup. 


‘No one was too young to work on Tucker and Pitt parks 
‘yesterday. Five-year-old Terrance Smith of Pittsfield swept 


@ CLEANUP, from Al 
sister, was “just raking and pick- 
ing ’em up.” 

Kight-year-old Amanda Gardner 


litter box,’ she said. Dogs and 


cats use it, she explained, andthe Mary Cowell, who was accompanied by her niece, Amanda 


Some helpers weren't even there ricleniahitinni teainds Gardner, gathered up leaves at Pitt Park yesterday. She said 
The rocks are six enormous Se often brings children to Pitt. 


People who weren’t in Pitt and Tucker parks yesterday also ‘ 


‘was helping her aunt, Mary Cow- 
‘ell. “I bring the kids over here all 
‘the time,” Cowell said. 

‘ Shauna Nixon, 11, is an old 
hand at gardening. She used to 
work in her grandmother’s, she 
said. Glendon Frye, 9, said he 
‘usually gardens with his grand- 
mother, Margaret Welch. They 
‘plant roses and “all sorts of 
flowers.” 

‘F Robin Hanger, Barbara’s 
daughter, said, “I grew up in this 
park, and I feel that our kids 
should.” 

'. Barbara Hanger said she wor- 
tied about the house at 314-316 
‘Columbus Ave. It’s been empty 
‘about a month, she said, there’s 
funk in the yard, and she’s afraid 
‘{hat it will become another crack 
‘house. 

/* It would make a good day-care 
‘center, she said, if someone in 
ithe neighborhood could buy it. 

', Her 12-year-old son, Corey, was 
scraping up glass and picking up 
leaves so the grass could grow, he 
‘said. 

'* With a wisdom that seemed 
‘beyond his years, he talked about 
iwho uses the park and why. Drug 
dealers hang out on the bridge 
gver the river, he said, and “blast 
‘their music.” People throw bro- 
‘ken bottles into the river and 
‘park, and about two years ago 
i“some kid found a gun.” It was a 
‘semiautomatic, he added, and 
‘Was turned over to the police. 

.* Although the park needs atten- 
‘tion, he said, the Parks Depart- 
‘tent seems to do only small re- 
pairs. “They never stay and help 
‘like they do in the other parks.” 


‘Concrete problem 


‘; One of the hoops on the bas- 
Ketball court leans a bit, and 
there are cracks in the court. 
‘Murphy discussed the problem 
with Leroy Jones, who runs a 
‘Summer children’s program in 
‘both parks — basketball for the 
‘boys and softball for the girls. 

': Perhaps a business like County 
‘Concrete might be able to help, 


helped clean them up. 


Burger King and the Pittsfield Police Association donated 
lunch for the workers, and Carr Hardware sold trash bags to 


set. Anthony J. Riello on trust. 


He dashed into the store in the morning, Riello said, with no 
money on his person, explained that he was helping clean up 
the parks and got the bags on his promise to pay later. 

Eagle photographer Joel Librizzi has volunteered to make a 
sign for Grammy’s Garden, according to Barbara Hanger. The 
small flower garden, in Pitt Park’s southwest corner, has been 
planted in honor of Shirley Hamilton, known as Grammy 
Hammy. She maintained a garden for many years until a recent 


stroke. 


trucks often have partial loads 
left over at the end of a project. 

Jones said he tries to keep the 
children organized all summer, 
but his problem is getting the 
parents out to help. 

There will be a basketball game 
Tuesday night at the Boys’ and 
Girls’ Club at 7:30, he said, as a 
fund-raiser for the Youth Initia- 
tive Program. The Magicians will 
play the New England Patriots. 

A few blocks away on Robbins 
Avenue, Carmella Smead and her 
husband, Cliff, were raking up a 
storm in Tucker Park. 


Daughter Ashton, “four months 
old next Tuesday,” supervised 
from the comfort of her stroller. 
So did Rebel, a black Lab-type 
“pound puppy.” “They’re the best 
kind,” Carmella said. 


Many absentee landlords in the 
area do not clean the yards of 
their houses, she said, and some 
tenants inherit piles of junk when 
they move in. But “if you treat 
your tenants with respect,’ she 
added, “you’re going to get the 
same.” 

Tucker is a relatively compact 
park about as big as two or three 
house lots with a basketball court, 
two large sand areas, bushes and 
bench foundations. 

Bernard Pierce’s two daughters 
use the park “all the time,” he 
said. “I was happy to help clean 
it up.” 

While he raked, Shanna Pierce, 
9, was “raking and picking up the 


prickers and stuff.” Her 4-year- 
old sister, Shanell, wasn’t exactly 
working, but she was doing her 
part. | 

It wasn’t all work for Shanna, 
though. A little later, she got a 
ride in a wheelbarrow piloted by 
10-year-old Billy Gomes. 

Tonya Smith regretted that the 
day seemed to mark the begin- 
ning of bug season. She was rak- 
ing and picking up — and slap- 
ping. Her children use the park, 
as do Cindy Tenneson’s. 

Matthew Joseph Tenneson an- 
nounced that he is 8. “My sister 
and my brother are here,” he 
Said. ; 

Her children use the park 
“constantly,” said Cindy Ten- 
neson. The two large sandy areas 
that looked liked inviting places 
to play were really “a big kitty 


_ together” 


boulders on the Daniels Avenue 
side of the park. They were 
painted pink a couple of years 
ago, Tenneson said, in an effort 
to discourage painted obscenities. 
“We were tired of the graffiti,” 
she said. “My kids were learning 
how to read swear words.” 

Latoya Gillyard, 11, said she 
was finding “a lot of broken 
glass” as she pushed a broom on 
a paved part of the park. 

Jarrell Adams, 9, was at the 
park with his mother, raking and 
shoveling and picking up leaves, 
he said. 

Dottie Tower, who lives next to 
the park on Daniels Avenue, was 
working in her own yard and 
came out to help. “I wish there 
were more people,” she sighed. 
“I’m picking up a ton of glass, 
and it’s still underneath there. 
It’s hard to rake sand.” 

In just a couple of hours, the 
Tucker workers filled 25 or more 
large trash bags provided by 
Riello. 

Edward Astore, who was 
sweeping up “a little bit of ev- 
erything” had to leave to go coach 
in the Babe Ruth League. 

His neighbor, Judy Barcher, 
said that “getting the community 
was as important as 
cleaning the park. 

Kirt Goines would like to make 
the cleanup a regular weekly 
event. One the park is clean, he 


said, “we'll be constantly policing y) 


it’ so abusers will be known to 
the community. 

As he talked, the results of his 
efforts were visible. Four or five 
small boys chased each other 
around the glass-free basketball 
court in a pick-up game. 

Back at Pitt Park, flowers had 
been planted in one corner, and 
Hanger said she will put in bulbs 
this fall. 

“Tt seems like it’s never-ending 
because you rake and there’s 
more,” said Theresa Latini as she 
raked and bagged. . 

Peter Lafayette, president of 
Berkshire Housing Development 


Corp., called himself “just an- 
other anonymous volunteer.” 


The fence line along the river 
side of the park was clean by 
midday, the basketball court was 
free of glass, and about 30 bags of 
stuff were piled against the fence 
on the Columbus Avenue side of 
the park. 


It is her dream, Barbara 
Hanger said, to be able to clean 
the riverbank along there of its 
accumulated debris and _ trash. 
The river used to be clean, she 
remembered, and people could 
Swim in it. But no longer. 


.Murphy said, because cement 





